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| INTRODUCTION (Hans-Bernd Zoliner)

This paper supplements working paper 4 of thisesesihich contained some material on Thein Pe’s
two books on the students’ strike of 1936. In thidume, some more material on the role of
students in Burmese society is presented. Moshetdxts were compiled for two seminars at the
Southeast Asian Departments of the Humboldt UniseiBerlin and the Rheinische Friedrich-

Wilhelms-University Bonn respectively in that wex@nducted in the summer term 2007 in addition

to Working Paper 4.

The texts (and some pictures) assembled in thisnvelspan the time of the first student strike in
1920 to the events of 2007 that were provokes byptite hikes in August of that year. Because of
the material provided in other Working Papers, tiscumentation concentrates on the post-

independence period of Burma and Myanmar.

The first two documents republished here are relaie¢he “mother of all students’ strikes” of 1920
The strikers’ demandsnd the speech of strike leader Ko Ba U (Documeératsd 2) illustrate two
sides of the conflict. Whereas the demands refepéxial shortcomings of the planned scheme of

the new University and at least seem negotiabéespeech is full of an “all-or-none” rhetoric.

Next, some information about the death of studamgKyaw after a demonstration on December
1938 is given. Since this student is regarded aditht of many martyrs of the Burmese student
movement, it might be interesting to get some miatiion about the events in the course of which
he was deadly wounded. — In contrast to the rasiober report of the commission the “We-

Students-Song” written and composed after Aung Gyawath highlights the students’ entitlement

to form the vanguard of an independent and new Burm

The last document from the pre-war era is a prdtota meeting of the All Burma Students’ Union
held on October ®11939, one month after the outbreak of the war imofe. The report on the
students’ union meeting is interesting in many wdtydemonstrates that preparations for an armed
struggle against the colonial government were dised and that there were different opinions
about the assessment of the political situatione Tocument is translated from a Burmese
newspaper of that time. It can be assumed that meperts like this one are available in the
libraries of Myanmar. Therefore, the document rdpoed here calls for the search for more

! For the demands expressed in 1936, see workingr ddp: 4, pp. 101-102 (This document has beendhsithee the
first edition of the paper in June 2006).
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documents which might provide a more detailed imsigto the Burmese student movement in the

colonial era.

The next four documents come from the first peddBurmese independence between 1948 and
1962. The three speeches of Prime Minister U Niemesspecial interest because Nu was one
prominent leader of the 1936 strike and after iretefence became the University’s Chancellor.
This role was taken over by General Win as heathefcaretaker government between 1958 und
1960. Document 6 reproduces the text of his speeth59.

Most of the documents and texts which deal withnevafter 1962 come from the internet and
highlight the events leading to the demolition loé tStudent’s Union Building in July 1962, the
demonstrations on the occasion of U Thant's funerdB74 and the role of the students in the 1988
uprising as well as the ongoing struggle of the S88dent Generation” which paved the way for
the monks’ demonstrations in 2007. The final docoim& this collection, no. 19, shows that

another generation of students is stepping inhloes of their predecessors.

Another very important document on the topic isvited in working paper 10 of this series, which
contains a full English translation of Ba Hein'stti8ent Revolution” together with the Burmese
text of the booklet.

It must be underlined that all these documents @kgnonly a part of Burmese students’ role in
Burmese society and politics. They focus on theg “bvents” and on the role of students as
advocates of a just society and leaders of thelpawmpo are willing to sacrifice their life for a
righteous cause. Much more material, mostly in Bagenlanguage, can be found in a book of
almost 890 pages that was published in 2007 inr@hMai. It was compiled by Aung Htun who
was arrested February 1998 and sentenced to 1§ fgeatistributing his book in Myanmar

What is missing, are records showing students’ y@ar life between the upheavals and a
discussion of the questions related to a sociobbginalysis of students in Burma. To make up for

this a little bit, a short bibliographical note thre topic is included.

Finally, chapter IV presents two essays of Germadents dealing with some aspects of the whole
issue. These essays demonstrate that the mataltesdted here is useful to arouse students’ interes

in the topic as well as the need for further steigiad contributions. It would be meritorious if a

! The book is available on the net. See http:/slamda.blogspot.com/search/label/Book%200f%20AungTun-
Burmese%20Students%20Movement?zx=81145a7f08f22475
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conference or workshop could be organised to aeabysd discuss the topic from different
perspectives.

Hans-Bernd Zo6lIner

March 2009 (last update)
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[I. DOCUMENTS

1. 1920-1947

DOCUMENT 1: Demands of the Striking Students, 1920

BOYCOTTERS' MEMORIAL

THE following memorial has been submitted by thegteon and Judson College boycotters to the
Chancellor through the Registrar, “Rangoon Unitgrsi

Your memorialists are the students of the two abontioned colleges in Rangoon, and are
desirous to lay before Your Honour the several {gohich arise out of the coming into force of
the Rangoon University Act, and on which they feeéply aggrieved. Your memorialists wish to
point out that before the passing of the Act thesrevneither asked nor allowed to discuss the
proposed measure; and they fully hoped that thes/ief the people of the province expressed so
clearly and unanimously, would meet with sympathetnsideration before the final stage was
passed; but they have now found that their hopes hat at all been realised.

After mature consideration and full discussion, ymemorialists who represent the general body of
the students of the two colleges in Rangoon haweedm the conclusion that the Act and the Rules
framed under it require immediate reconsideratem,as to meet with the objections set out Iin
Annexure “A” hereto.

Whereupon your memorialists pray that after congidethe points referred to herein, Your Honor
will be pleased to take such steps as may be dedéimadd proper to meet with the objections

raised herein.
ANNEXURE A"

|. The University being Residential and Unitary amat Federal will result in hardship on the
students in the matter of expenses. It will makghér education prohibitive for some of them
whose only sin may be that their parents or guasdare not sufficiently well-to-do to afford the

! Aye Kyaw (1963), AHistory of the Students' Movement in Burma 19200l9hesis submitted to the Faculty of Arts,
University of Rangoon, as part requirement forthé. degree in History in July 1963. [unpublishegh. 97-10I



4.1 Students, Society and Politics in Burma/MyanmBocuments and Essays

luxury of the Rangoon University Education. Whiégtmitting certain draw-backs of the Federal
System, your memorialists urge that the balancewifis more on the side of the Residential
System, considering the average income of the itdr@b of this Province and the paucity of
students for higher education even when the exgensze so low hitherto under the Federal
System.

Il. Your memorialists do not see he necessity sfsiting on proficiency in English and in one other
subject in qualifying for the Matriculation as thigll particularly affect the Burmese and Indian
students who have to learn a foreign language and hot the advantage of being taught in their
own vernacular.

lll. The adding of the Preliminary Course will ondyld to the difficulty of your memorialists by
needlessly prolonging the period of study and agldion the already heavy expenses. Your
memorialists venture to submit that the deficiemeyproficiency in English could be guarded
against by insisting on better staff in schooldtdsenethod of teaching, and stricter promotions if
necessary, so as not to allow those who are mao. fie promoted to higher classes.

IV. Your memorialists submit that Oral Examinaticare not necessary in the College Department.
They believe that in other Universities where tieye tried them they have not been found to
work satisfactorily. It would be a different thinfytest for practical work was required for those
who qualify for certain professions.

V. Your memorialists do not see any valid reasory ven Ordinary Pass Graduate should be
disqualified from trying the Master‘s Degree. Ifisenot sound enough for the higher degree he will
fail to pass it; but if he is competent to passtds for the Master's Degree, there is no reason w
he should be penalised by prohibition for havidgtaonly the Pass Bachelor's Degree.

VI. The above rules operate still more harshly iewv of the rate that Honours students are not
allowed to attempt Honours more than once. Thaurilmay be due to sheer misfortune or
accident, and the students’ future career is a&uest

VII. Your memorialists submit that candidates foe tMaster's Degrees should be ranked in classes
if they succeed in their second or subsequent ateem

VIII. Your memorialists submit that the three yéarmaximum time limit for the student s who have
passed their Intermediate examinations to sitHeirtHonours Degree is too drastic. There may be
several valid reasons preventing the student frppearing within the period. He should not be
penalised in this way,

IX. Likewise the time limit for the Master’'s Degrée@de Burma Gazette dated the 4th December,
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1920, Clause 13, Section 2 of Chapter VI) shouldelneoved,

X. Your memorialists do not see the necessity ofliEh Composition Paper for the Science
Degrees (Ordinary and Hounours), It is in the idé&s of the province that the knowledge of
Science should spread. If the student is not ablentlerstand his books he will fail to pass thé tes
but a. scientist's strong point is science, andknotvledge of English or any particular language.
XI. Your memorialists respectfully submit that tbemposition of the Council and of the Senate
should be reconsidered so that they may repredleciasses of people and all shades of opinion;
and in connection with it provision should be méafestudents to elect their own representatives to
the Council.

XII. Your memorialists further respectfully subntiftat in these days of democratic institutions the
Vice-Chancellor, the Pro-Vice-Chancellor and theversity Professors should be elected by the
Senate, subject to the Chancellor's veto, and ppbiated by the Chancellor directly.

XIIl. Provision should be made for examinations dgmpartment, as is the case with so many
universities all the world over and particularlyingland and India.

XIV. Provision should be made for Law studentstterad morning sessions.

XV. Provision should be made for private or nonkegiate students to appear for the university
examinations.

XVI. Your memorialists submit that they will notjoen classes unless the various grievances

expressed in the memorial are considered and actosily redressed.

BA U,
On behalf of
the Collegiadent boycotters
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DOCUMENT 2: Speech of the Chairman of the Strike Conmittee,
Ko Ba U, on Decembed,21920,
on the Shwedagon Pdgb

Mr Chairman, Brother Boycotters and sisters, --e Tast day of the respite given to us by the
Senate is drawing nigh. The'28f December will show to the world what stuff vilee students of
Burma, are made of. That fateful day will decideetier we shall be the boast of Burma or her
curse. Our action has aroused the spirit of nalismathat has been lying asleep in the breast®f th
people of Burma. This undesirable Rangoon Univemsitich has been thrust upon us against our
will has hurt our feelings and awakened our sowd 8ense of national injustice — nay, it is a crime
indeed, to retard the education progress of thatcpult is an injustice which no human being with
a spark of patriotism would allow to pass unfoud@bdir elders have tried their level bets to thwart
this; but thy have failed. Then we, the Collegedstus of Burma, took up the thread of the fight
with one strong determination of winning. Have vet felt the injustice too? (Cries of “Yes”). We
do and the outcome of that feeling is this boyeottvement. Not only we but also our younger
brothers, the school-boys, also felt this injustitieey know that the nation is calling upon all her
sons and daughters, young and old, to stand tagetheé fight against this great injustice
(“Shame”). They promptly responded to the natiarah.

Our abrupt action, as some would have it, has leere than compensated by the hearty and
sincere support of the people of Burma. Now, ontvila&e we been living for the last week or so?
It is not upon the bounties of the general pubfiRangoon? Does it not then show that they fully
sympathise with us? Has not our action been jestils not the generous support that we have
been getting daily the convincing proofs that these we have taken up is right and our action is
noble? Is there anybody among you who feels sbat/tie has ever come out of the college? (Cries
of “None”) | should say not. Let there be who wilet him go back to college; take the slavish
education that he will get there and for ever Iséage. If there be any, mark him well, shun him; he
is not a fit companion for any of us; for he is eak-heartened traitor.

Now the nation itself has taken up our cause. Theygesterday's meeting on the pagoda platform,
have resolved to establish a National UniversityBafma. Funds amounting to something like 6
lakhs were promised on the spot, and more is forttieg and | may not be far out if | say that a

National University will be established in no time.

! Aye Kyaw 1963, pp. 102-107.

10
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This founding of a National University is anotheayof the success of our movement, for there are
two ways. One is when the authorities grant all d@mands and the other is which | have also
made it known to the authorities that we are nangdack to any of the Colleges until and unless
our grievances be rectified to our satisfactiomdsthis your sentiment that | am voicing?

Now the question is- -Will the authorities grantwisat we want? Has the bureaucracy ever granted
what the people Burma want? No, they have not,thag never will. They take us for a pack of
hot-headed fools, they take us for lifeless logghaut any feeling whatever. Show them what we
are - that we are after all human beings with dslengentiments as any other nation. Without
paying any head whatever to our wants they wenfas@s to threaten us with dismissal from
college if we don’t go back by the 23he latest. Ha! Ha! Ha! A fine threat as if we afeaid of
losing the sham and empty degrees that the “Rangodorersity” can confer upon us. What, are we
afraid? Is there any one among you who thinks lieheart fails at the last moment? Remember,
brothers, that till now we have stood together iittm courage and stern determination. The whole
nation has rallied round us and if we were to jiask at this moment when success is within reach,
well, my brothers, an eternal shame will befallamsl the people of Burma. No, we must not fail.
We have determined to win and win we must. Shothécauthorities, to the world, that we are not
what they suppose us to be puppets, in their haws.are self-respecting students ready to
sacrifice for ever our lives, if need be, for tlake of our country. They think they can deal wigh u
as they like. Will you allow that? No, | shouldrikinot. We have shown to them and to the world
at large by our present movement that which has baeied on with a spirit of self-sacrifice and
which has been followed by our young brothers frbigh schools throughout the length and
breadth of Burma with an alarming rapidity, thatave not going to stand any nonsense any longer.
As self-respecting students of the colleges, weehagorted to this boycott movement which is the
only powerful weapon to awaken the authoritiesdalise the justice of our demands. Yet, up till
now but threats come out of them, and in to daysd®on Gazette | found that they have entirely
ignored our point of saying: “None of the Univeysstudents have any grievances whatsoever”. Do
we not know that? Is it not that we are doing fvens? Is it for ourselves? Has it not been quite
plainly understood among ourselves that we are mgagacrifices for the good of generations to
come? Yet they quite ignored the very noble actverhave adopted. Well brothers, it is left to you
to consider “why”. They think that we are not caleabf possessing such noble qualities as self-
sacrifice, determination. Then, it is not up ta@ashow that we do possess such qualities?

Moreover, if we consider carefully how far our mowent has gone, we shall find at once that over

11
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400 students in Bassein have been expelled fromgbleools. Why have they suffered it? Is it not
through their following the noble example of oubfeaction? If they can suffer so much, why! We
ought to be able to suffer more. If we draw backhé& juncture, what shall we be? We shall be a
curse of the boys who have suffered, the curséaf parents and friends and the sewm!] of
Burma. We shall be scorned and laughed at by akestoand honourable men. We shall become
contemptible beings, not fit to associate with &ypest men. Our cause will be broken down and
we shall be the instrument that will bring the faame of Burma to dust. Burma and the Burmans
will fall, never to rise again.

No, we cannot possibly draw back. Either the autilesryield or we die fighting. | see by your
faces that every one is determined to fight tolt#ise& Are we determined? (Cries of “Yes”.) Then
stand by one another and win together. Down wighithiversity Act!

Remember, brothers, that never before in the HistbBurma has such a movement received such
generous support and warm sympathy. Of course we hmage to wait a year or so before we
succeed. Can we not wait? Have we not determinadii? (Cries of “Yes”.)

Now as the last word, | would enjoin upon all oluyaot to yield to the entreaties of your parents
why, it is only natural that they possess more.eGhem reasons—sound reasons, and | don’t see
why they cannot be reason with you. Yes, they aanJhbst be firm and bring them round to see
things in our light.

Now, brothers, let us unite, body and soul, anddstagether till the day when Burma can lift up
her head proudly, possessing such sons and dasigigesire endowed with self-respect, love of
liberty, and self-lessness.

What, brothers, are we downhearted? No. Then kpepur spirits till the final day, i.e.: the ©3
instant. (Loud and prolonged cheers.)

12
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DOCUMENT 3: On the Death of Aung Gyaw, December8.93

Editor's note: The “Secretariat Incident” as it wealled by the authorities of that time was

investigated by a three-men commission under tlagmlanship of Ba U (1887-1963) who became

the second President of the Union of Burma. Thiewehg quotations and pictures are taken from

the report submitted by the committee in 1939.

The facts that caused the events are summarized thu
Maung Ba Hein and Maung Ba Swe of the Universityd8nts’ Union ... were arrested in Magwe in
connection with the march of the strikers from Yemgyaung to RangodnThe students asked for the
release of this people... The government did notdecte this demand; whereupon a meeting of all the
students of Rangoon was held on the 17th Decembeh® Shwedagon Pagoda platform. It was
resolved ... to take some further steps if the gavent did not comply with the demands ... It was not
explained what steps they should take. But on thbt rof the 18 another meeting was held at the
University Students’ Union Hall, to which repressives of the students from all schools in Rangoon
were invited. It was then decided to picket alk@ntes to the Secretariat on the following day. ...

Picture 1
Picture 1 shows the picketing students on the &w@és Northern gate at Sparks Street — today:

! Report of the Secretariat Incident Inquiry ComesttRangoon, Supdt., Govt. Printing and Stationaryrnia.

(Quoted as “Report”).
% For details, see Introduction to Working Papena Working Paper 11 of this series.

® Report 1-2.

13
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Bo Aung Gyaw Street - around 10 o’clock. The policed to carry the students away one by one
but as one was removed, others filled his place fdlice asked the premier minister (Paw Ton)
what to do. The answer was that one gate shoukejpieopen so that officers could enter and leave
the building. The police prepared for blocking ¥saGtreet, the students, led by Hla Shwe and
Thein Aung, decided to lift the boycott of the lglg and start a procession around the building
that was to be concluded by a speech given by stuelzder Hla ShwéAt the corner of Bigandet,
Fraser (today: Anawratha Street) and Sparks Steeeatlash between students and the police
occurred just in front of the office of Thuriya ngpaper.

From here on, the accounts of what happened diffiee students charged the police for their
aggressive actions, the police blame the studemds bystanders of assaulting the police and
throwing bottles and stones. This disagreemerdfisated in the report. It consists of two parts o
submitted by the majority (two members; pp. 1-Eother by the minority (one member; pp. 19-
41). Both agree that the students’ actions werawiinl and the police was partly justified to use

force and partly not but differ on the extent ofdtality” employed by the police.

Here is a part of the majority report commentingaonther picture that was part of the report:
. VL T —— :

Picture 2

! Hla Shwe was deputy chairman of the students’ruaitd in charge because the chairman, Ba Heinawasted. Hla
Shwe was a medical student. He contributed to btmkse Nagani Book Club (see Working Paper 3).

14
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The photograph ... shows one gistudent lying, another girl student sitting witarthands raised
over her head as if to ward off blows, a studerdlénlying on his side and a forth student (girl)
running away chased by some European sergeantidiath police constables in Sparks Street in
front of the Hindu temple.
With regard to the death of Aung Kyaw, the follog/witnesses were quoted in the report:
Witness No. 46:

... | saw Ko Aung Gyaw and Saya Chitanding. Both of them were about one foot awaynfthe
western pavement [of Sparks Street]. There | saindian constable striking Ko Aung Gyaw on the
back of the head and he fell. Then | saw anothdiaimpoliceman striking Ma Sein Tin. | carried her
into Sun Press.

Witness No. 44:

As the head of the procession got into Sparks Skrieeard a commotion right in front of the head of
the procession. Just at that moment | saw Indidicgpand European sergeants charging the members
of the procession. The members of the processiam fmimed the vanguard were girl students. ...
When | got there, | heard the sound of beating fl@hind me. | turned round to look and just as |
looked | received a blow. As | turned round | saw Kung Gyaw fall. Just as he fell | also fell down.

| then stood up. As | stood up | received anothewh.. As | result thereof | fell down again. Asdlff
Maung Aung Gyaw also endeavoured get up but hedamatl. He subsequently staggered towards the
western pavement ...

Witness No. 43:

... | saw a European sergeant giving a blow to Madimgg Gyaw. The blow fell on the temple of his
head. When he received the blow he reeled forwssde reeled forward the same European sergeant
gave him another blow. The blow, as far as | rementell more or less on the same place. As a
result of the blow, the stick snapped into two. @h¢he broken pieces of the stick flew somewhere
near where | was. | picked it up and ran towardgaBdet Street In the evening of that day | went and
gave the stick to Ko Thein Maung of the Sun Press.

Witness No. 47 (Thakin Hla Pe
... | saw a European sergeant on the pavement gaviolgw to Maung Aung Gyaw on the head. On
receiving the blow he reeled and fell on the pavamé/hen Maung Aung Gyaw fell 1 went and

helped him. With a handkerchief given to me by s@inestudent | bandaged his wounds and then |

! The commission estimated that some 2000 boy ame 950-200 girl students participated. Some ofgiHestudents
— among them the daughter of Deedok U Ba Choe e natrolder than 13 or 14 years.

2 The term “Saya” indicates that a teacher was @péiing in the demonstration.

% See Working Paper 13.

15
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carried him along with me and subsequently | madedver to a studerit.
The Commission confirmed that the statements wereect — including the broken baton. The
medical doctor who performed the post mortem fothrat three different blows must have been
given. “In his opinion 90 per cent of men receivsuxh injuries as received by Maung Aung Gyaw
will not survive.” — After that it is stated that two other studesuffered serious injuries. In total,
some 100 casualties occurred, among them 4 policeme at least 23 non-students.
Aung Gyaw died three days later in a hospital.

ooy eambert

“Martyr Bo Aung Kyaw™

! Report 13-14.
2 Report 15.
% Aung Tun, History of the Burmese Student Movem#@63-1991: 190.
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DOCUMENT 4. Doh Kyaung-thar (We, Students!)

Lyrics: Shwe Nyar Maung
(Translation: Ye Nyunt)

Despite her abundance in rice and previous meaailsna has been flung away from independence,
large numbers of Mons and Bamar remaining ever.p@, students cannot live up to standards
because parents are poor. If we pursue “servanitaobn, we’d be jobless when we leave school.
We lack our ability to fill our stomachs full. 1§ ipossible that we’ll get free if we pursue “master

education. Students can strive more.

Chorus. The Students’ Union is the true place of victorhere students get united,
assemble and rally strength. Oh, students! Domibiig the Union so that we can grab the
“master” education. With unity, we're certain tonsthe laurels.

For the cause of the Burmese, students sacrificen lives in the forefront. Our breasts are our
shields. Let our bones be crushed and our skiorto We'll fend ourselves without cowering. We
don’t care the billy club.We're not frightened by the machinegun. Our fellstudent Bo Aung
Kyaw and martyrs of Yadanabon Shwe Man fell atftoat of our strike. If it's for the race we

don’t regard our lives as worthy as a leaf.

Comrades! Let's be united at this time of urgeriogt's wait for the time under the flag of the
Union. We'll build the real independence. Let’slyalur minds, fit and unflagging. Let’'s grasp the

“master” education.

Translator's Notes:
servant educatiariow education given to the rules, the poor Burepesmder British
master educationeducation pursued by British families and higrsslBurmese families
YadanabonOld name of Mandalay
Shwe ManGolden Mandalay (Shwe means gold).

1 A short stick or club, especially a police offisetlub.
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DOCUMENT 5: Meeting of the ABSU' October 1939

THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE SPECIAL CONFERENCE OF THE B
RANGOON, SUNDAY OCTOBER 1st. 1939

(A translation of the report in The Sun, daily,ethB8-10-39pp 8 and 13)
The conference was held in the RUSU building oroBet 1st at 9 a.m.

At the opening speech President Ko Ba Hein said;

This meeting is called because of an emergencyatsitu Previously we had held students
conferences; none was as important as this onepratably this is the most strikingly vital of all.
The whole world is in a turmoil and it is impossilib predict how this would effect Burma. While
we are able to hold conferences and discussiomsaiquestion of death during day-time or night-
time in the Eastern and Western Fronts. Look aaithlinnocent children and peasants are dying
by the weapons of the enemy. Universities like tvarnge become targets of (aerial)lbombing and are
being destroyed. We see in China hopeless destnjatihich inspire us that we cannot stay out
peacefully. Hence we should consider the worldasitken and make vital decisions on the world's
problem. Having come to this meeting at consideraxpense we should consider carefully and
make a worthwhile decision.

Before the Revolution (BE 1300 Revolution, the stugd and workers etc strikes of 1938-39) we
have only 60 students unions in schools, but aRineolution there appeared over 100 unions. We
must all understand the discipline of the Studéfgn thoroughly and be tough. It is in vain to
have many unions but with no discipline. It is betb have a smaller number of unions but with a
high standard of discipline. Many delegates attdnithe previous conference, of which some of
them came and merely spent their time in town,thed took back the decisions of the conference
home. Such delegates are an obstruction to thenUimothe previous Revolution also, due to the
action of some undesirable students the prestigheofUnion suffered somewhat. It is important
that members of the Students Unions thoroughly tstaed the rules of their association. Whatever

decisions are being taken here by the Working Cdtaajithe district Committees should consider

! All Burma Students’ Union
2 Source: Maung Maung (1978from Sangha to Laiy. National Movements of Burma0t®940M.A. Dissertation,
Australian National University: 666-671.
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and make decisions at your own initiative. Dondt jfollow decisions of the WC without thinking

over them. The most vital matter is to understaral discipline of the Union thoroughly. | am

saying in this strain because | am speaking asPthsident the ABSU for the last time. Ko Hla
Shwe have been chosen in my place. | have alwaygieat respect for Ko Hla Shwe.

Then there was a minute's recess of the conferandethen resumed with Ko Hla Shwe as
President; Ko Tun Shein sung the Dobama Song,

Ko Hla Shwe made a speech in which he mentionedtiigastudents must act daringly and with

valour according to the world situation.

Resolutions
(Resolutions of the Special Conference of the ABSanday October 1st, 1939)

1. It is the right of every student to set up a stislamion and be a member of one. This
conference considers anyone insulting this righs@spressing the freedom of students all over
Burma, and trying to destroy the strength of theSABwhich is the unifying force of all Burmese
students, and moreover is trying to obstruct theviac of freedom of Burma from imperialism.
Everyone who insults the right of a student mustdesidered as the enemy of every student and
be vanquished. This conference decides that toetfis means suitable for the enemy's strength
shall be used. It was proposed by Ko Ba Hein arshumously approved.

2. Imperialism had cruelly killed innocent people ahdhad sent back the world to brute age
many times. At present also it is driving uncoutgahillions of people into the battle field like an
every day event and therefore this conference aoandemperialism and for the benefit of mankind
Burmese students firmly decide to drive it off faee of the earth. It was proposed by Ko Ba San
and unanimously approved.

3. While the world is burning with war flames, theusition of every country is changing from
hour to hour, the immediate duty of every Burmarnoidefend the lives and property of every
indigenous people. Therefore this conference suppbe proposal by the Burmese Newspaper
Owners and Editors Association to organise the RAlkrma Defence Force. In order to defend
effectively the interests of the indigenous peagl®urma, this conference decided that Thanmani
Tats (the Steel Corps) be formed at every branch urao, reorganise and expand the existing
ones. It was proposed by Ko Tun Shein and unaniipapproved.

4. The historical duty of the present student®ifight and destroy imperialist education. But
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as it is like a branch of the main stem of the inglsm, in order to destroy imperialist education
imperialism must be uprooted and destroyed. Heheestudents will take part as one force in the
alliance of forces against imperialism. It was megd by Ko Ba Hein and unanimously approved.
At the discussion of resolution number two, Ko Ban®xplained that imperialism does not mean
only the British but also the Germans and Japarikaejn the last World War over 15 million died
and crores of money were spent. He said that hedtitlke to hear any hint of imperialism in their
policy, to the extent of disapproving the senteimcthe Dobama song that stated that Burmans had
once fought and subjugated Siam and India.

Ko Ba Hein said that the resolution number tworisppsed to find out the views of the students;
that presently as the great war is being wageditves of prominent persons were being expressed

and so also the students should express their views

Arakan Delegate:

We do not like the outbreak of war. Germany ocatiteland by force; the British said they had to
go to war in order to destroy Hitler so as to ddféme rights of others. As we never liked war we
shall not support any one, but if "Independencediven we will support with men and material.

(Applause.)

Shan States:

As the Arakanese comrade had spoken for Arakanuldvalso like to speak about the views of
Shan States students. The British govern accordiriglivide and rule" policy; for example they
had separated Burma from India, and similarly S&tates from Burma. This is their policy. The
British are saying that Shans are "dull", "inactiand "given to pleasures”; at one time the
Burmans also labeled Shan States as lands wheeeateemany witches, warlocks, goblins and evil
spirits, and thus Shan States had suffered muceptite. When Shan students tried to form unions
our leaders asked us if we wanted to create stifé, we wanted to join Thakins or the Students
Union, and then refused permission. They wouldtakt about opening associations for unity. The
opening of the Yunnan Road had opened the eydgeqgidople a little. The first enemy of the Shan
Statesis Siam (Thailand); it is a stooge of the Japanese. Wevargcloseto the enemy; andie
will follow the decisions of the main Students Unionheiit deviation and will support it with

funds and manpower. (Applause)
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Kyaikkhami Representative

Students also like most people do not like impema] and therefore urge the students to fight
imperialism.

With regard to resolution number three, a membehefWC ABSU Ko Tun Shein said, that there

are no effective organisation in Burma; we areprepared in anything. In the previous conference
there was a decision to found the Thanmani Tats;aacordingly they were formed in such towns

as Akyab, Bassein, Myingyan, Talley, and Mergui.Bassein the Thanmani Tat is almost in a
disorganised condition. If there are many ThannTats, the students can take part in the struggle
for independence as one unit or one force. If thts Bre formed now, no student will object to

them. One should note that Hitler took power witlk Storm Troops. The Galon Tats the Dama
Tats, the Letyone Tats and the Defence Tats of Bumarely exist in name only. Hence Thanmani

Tats should be organised

Pantanaw Deleqgate:

Every school has U Maung Gyi's Ye Tat, Dama Tag these tdbbe disbanded?

Ko Tun Shein:

Rules are being drawn up presently.

Ba Hein:
Thanmani Tat is a member of the Students Union.iWhe day the HQrs ABSU gives the order all
other groups must disappear. Members of the Thaniretea must be students; co-operation with

others is a different matter.

Arakan Delegate:

We will be closer to Independence if we set up Tinami Tats as quickly as possible.

Rangoon Delegate Ko Kyaw Aung

Students by having training in schools become maylyi fit and also be in the habit of obeying
orders one from the other. Only students possessngight to see more than is shown. Hence
Thanmani Tats should be opened. It is desirablé ¢lwary youth become a member of the

Thanmani Tats.
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Executive Ko Hla Maung :

A member of the Thanmani Tat should be well builll astrong. Thin, weak people will not go well

with the name Thanmani; it would be even more umbed they are slovenly. The resolution was

passed unanimously.

Proposing the fourth resolution Ko Ba Hein saidt tiiee students' historical role is to annihilate
imperialism. Burma was granted a slave educaticer dhe entry of imperialism. Just as trees
cannot be stopped from growing but can be mademgrow straight and strong, so also slave
education is given to students to divert them ffmogress. It is the duty of students to destroy thi
education. Dr. Ba Maw's Sinyetha Party and the Dwbasiayone Thakins have formed an
alliance to fight imperialism; as students desinéy it is right that they should also join up it

them for the same struggle.

One district delegate:

After the destruction of imperialism who will becenthe Government? Wouldot then be

quarrels?

Ko Ba Hein:

If our group is stronger we will take power.

One delegate
Why can Dr. Ba Maw and Thakins who had never baendly work together?

Ko Ba Hein:

If Dr. Ba Maw is only an individual and alone weositd not bother about him. But there are many
loyal peasants and workers who have faith in htns hot joining him but joining with his forces.
We are prepared to accept Myo Chit Party, Nga-B®iainhg Unity Party or any other party if they
are willing to join up for similar unity. We studisndo not join.Dr. Ba Maw, but only being allied

for the purpose of fighting imperialism.

Delegate:
Not one of us here trusts Dr. Ba Maw. We cannadiiy means be together with him.
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Secretary Ko Ba Swe:

It is just having the same policy for the Indepermestruggle. It is merely the students taking part

again in the struggle for Independence, not joiriingBa Maw.

Henzada Ko Ba Saw:

We don't care whether it is Dr. Ba Maw or Thakinstlkeep the forces of students remain the

forces of students.

Arakan Delegate

It is not difficult to fight imperialism. But catlists have great forces. We students do not like
being bossed over by other politicians. Joiningerglshould mean that we students mobilize our
forces and keep ourselves in readiness by oursdduésvatching the work of other political parties
and judging the timing, we should decide when gbitfiand when called by other forces go and join
them.

After this the fourth resolution was unanimouslgged. the President gave the concluding speech,
and the conference was adjourned with the Dobamg. Sdhe new Working Committee (executive)

is Ko Ba Hein, Ko Soe Maung, Ko Ba San, Ko Ba G#le,Maung Maung, Ko Thet Pe, Ko Ba
Swe, Ko Tun Shein (Thanmani, i.e. Bo Yan Naing),TKm Shein (the other), and Ko Kyaw Myint.
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2. 1948-1962

DOCUMENT 6: Nu, “New Responsibilties”, 28" February 1951

New Responsibilities

(Speech delivered at University Convocation on Ethruary 195I)

UNIVERSITY STUDENTS

Since you form an important element of the citizehshis country, let me stress at this gathering
an important point which may be of benefit to oumdw. In fact what | am going to stress is but an
ordinary matter-of-fact point:

Be religious and try hard to acquire learning.

First of all | want to explain why on this occasibput in Religion as one of the two important
points.

Lord Buddha hath said in no uncertain terms thamhdmu mind relishes evil. When we do a little
self-examination we will find that we have grealeanings towards evil than towards good. Evil
can be generally classified into three categor{BsEvil speech, (2) Evil action and (3) Evil
thought.

If the people throughout the world are only afteit both in speech, in action and in thought then
the world is sure to be doomed. In saving the wiénddh its doom, | find that Religion is a very
potent factor.

In Buddhist religious practice there are threeeta®ila, Samadhi and Pinnya. The practice of Sila
safeguards one against evil speech and evil aclioa.practice of Samadhi safeguards one against
evil thought. Pinnya enables one to sec UniversaithE, and it is therefore capable of
extinguishing the three fires which are raging tigtoout the world; Greed, Anger and Ignorance.

In the same way, other Religions will have theirnowethods of safeguards against human
predilection for evil speech, evil action and dhibught. Therefore, if only these Religions, which

safeguard humanity against the three evils, disapple world we live in will be an utter chaos

S\ (1951),From Peace to StabilityTranslation of selected speeches by the Hormhigkin Nu, Prime Minister of
the Union of Burma, delivered on various occasifsom 15" August 1949 to 20 April 1951. Rangoon, Ministry of
Information: 180-188.
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like a board without a frame, a ship without a reidand a country without a Government.

If we go to the root causes of the present dissrdethis country, we will find that not less than
eighty per cent of them are due to apathy to Ratigirherefore, if only we desire to build up a
sound and stable Union in which the present geiaraind its descendants can live in peace and
happiness it is up to us to return to Religion wfdrvour, along with other measures of
rehabilitation.

We are intensely delighted with the revival of gglus activities in every part of the country. From
here | pray for the success of the “Back to Rehjimovement. | am happy to be able to announce
that the deliberations of the Committee set up urkde patronage of the Venerable Nyaungyan
Sayadaw to examine the whole question of religimssruction in schools are proceeding very
satisfactorily. Arrangements are also under wayinstitute a similar committee for religious
instruction in the University, and | am glad to shat it will function very soon.

| think | have dealt sufficiently with the first pd, and now let me come to the second point.

All of you are perfectly aware of the valuable teiags of Lawkaniti which you learnt while young.
We were taught that there is no earthly wealth tvltian be compared to learning, that knowledge
cannot be stolen by thieves, that knowledge ishest equipment and that an ignorant person is
as unseemly in the midst of the learned as a henonthe midst of hintha birds. You all know these
wise words and | need not dwell at any length @itues of learning.

In fact I did not get the full significance of tleeteachings when | learnt Lawkainiti myself. | lgar

it as a matter of course. Now, when | have my sbaresponsibility in bringing up this three-year
old Union, | have a far greater realization of viaéue of learning.

| had not expected that the work of building upaéion would be so difficult. | had thought that
everything could be accomplished by a stroke ofpitre when one becomes the wielder of political
power. But when one is faced with realities ones gdisillusioned. Political power is but an
instrument with which one can raise the level & fleople commensurate with the condition of
one's country, its wealth and the ability of itopke. Without political power nothing in the way of
the people's uplift can be accomplished howeverdgth® country‘s condition may be, however
wealthy it may be and however capable its peoplg & Well meaning patriots lacking in
political power will not be able to perform anytbirthey will merely clench their fists and grit the
teeth, but once they get this power things becoiffiereint. They have the opportunity to do many
good things for the country commensurate with tbeddtion of the country, its wealth and the

courage and ability of its people.
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Therefore | wish you to remember that politicalweo is only the instrument for uplifting the
people according to the conditions of one’s couitgywealth and the courage and ability of its
people. Mere possession of this instrument will Imahg about the upliftment. We must use the
instrument if we want to uplift the people.

The reason why | dilate on this point is that mpagple in our Union have certain misconceptions
regarding .the term “political power“. There aramg cynics who say “Now we have got our
independence; and we have .political power, hutrevie the Utopia? Are our citizens wealthy?
Where, Oh! Where art the fruits of independence2Mlare the necessities of life for our people?”
As | have explained, things we have dreamt of andnsed will not appear automatically as soon
as we get political power. In order to get them,muest work for them with that instrument - that is,
the political power, and here the importance ofcation comes in. It is not difficult to formulate
plans for the development of (1) physical (2) iletual, (3) moral and (4) economic strength, but
we find it extremely difficult when it comes to themplementation. As befitting the citizens of an
independent country our responsibilities also .gmanifold and our works are multiplied. But it
has been our painful experience that with the smedan our responsibilities, we find less and less
of capable men and more and more of Mr. Zeroesilllihot do by mere shouting “New Society!"
We must also be capable of building the New Socfgiryce the work of creating this New Society
is the concern of the educated people and not ofAadroes, my request to you is to try hard to
acquire learning to enable you to shoulder thipaasibility to the full

There is a- Burmese saying, “While the monks ave f&gga has turned laymen.” While we had
only a very few educated men as a result of a lathglears of foreign domination, World War Il
came upon us and played havoc resulting in theoahsion of education. On top of it, some
politicians put their fingers in the educationad piith more damaging results.

The Government cannot merely look on. with foldedsand in fact it has decided to do utmost: to
remedy the educational deficiency while our resgmlitees have increased. We have decided to

embark on the following measures . —

l. Free tuition will be given in all State Schoa@sd the University with effect from the
academic year 195 [-52. Stipends will also be git@meedy hut brilliant students. This is but our
first step. With the improvement in the situatiorthe Union, regulated steps will be taken until we
are able to provide free education to all who @eirlearn any branch of knowledge.

Some: amplification may be necessary. In our cquihiere are State Schools as well as many other
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schools There are thousands of young boys andwgimtsdo not attend school because they cannot
afford to pay fees. With the improvement in ouremtl situation the Government will
progressively extend free tuition to all studergading in all non-State Schools and provide free
educational facilities to all those who at presamt denied any schooling. Besides we are making
plans for University education at the lowest pdssilcost by introducing new boarding
arrangements.

With the introduction of system of free tuitiontime University the number of University students
is likely to swell. But since accommodation canbet immediately expanded and the requisite
number of teaching staff cannot be provided at piell be difficult in the first one or two year

to admit all who seek admission. But it is the miten of the Government to meet the ever growing
demand for University education as and when camustpermit.

2. To be able to give instruction in all branchéskwmowledge (except English) through the
medium of Burmese, arrangements are afoot to pmailicschool. and University test booiks
Burmese.

These two measures relate only to those who asieimabls and Universityhe following are some

of the steps taken with regard to those who alledstiied school and University education :—

€)) Burma Translation Society is undertaking tlanstation of books on various subjects and
the Union Government distributes them to all vidagn the country so that knowledge is made
accessible to all classes of people.

(b) Mass Education Council is also busy trainingicadional workers who in turn will impart
education to alt classes of people. These traineesiow being sent for the districts and it is the
intention of the Government further to encourage dbtivities of the Mass Education Council as
much as possible.

The primary aim of setting up this Mass Educatiauiil is to provide educational facilities to
those who are denied school and University edutcaiech as cultivators, workers, side-car men,
masons, etc. This mass of people, if properly edcawill be able to contribute their share in
shouldering the new responsibilities of the country

With these measures, the Government is exertingntest to step up educational activities to make
up for the set-backs education has suffered dwarious reasons. But | need not remind you that
Government alone will not be able to carry out digectives and students too have a big part to
play. For this reason | take this opportunity déiag you to work hard and learn diligently to equip
yourselves adequately for the tasks that lie ahead.
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| know fully well that mere requests do not carsymery far. At present there are renegades among
students who are interfering in die legitimate \atés of students both in schools and the
University. The aim of these renegades is to mhkestudents dance according the tune of political
wire-pullers who have axes to grind. | call upom yo keep a close watch on these renegades.
They are quite adept in their methods, being sonestipersuasive and sometimes forceful and
threatening. | do not succumb to their wily mackimas. | fully realize your eagerness to shoulder
the new responsibilities of the Union and | am dgueonvinced .of your aversion to these
renegades and their evil ways. But mere aversidimat do. You must be able to demonstrate your
united opposition to these renegades by all aVaildemocratic methods. Resolutions must be
passed at mass meetings, lectures, discussiondedraies must be organized and advantage must
be taken through the medium of students' journald enagazines, by means of articles and
illustrations. these are some of the methods youeraploy against the renegade students. School
and University authorities should also take effextsteps to put a stop to the activities of these
renegades. If we are really keen to usher in a Emyit will not do by simply wishing to learn and
by saying that the country needs educated men amdew to shoulder the responsibilities. It is
incumbent upon every student to take every possitdp to prevent these renegades from setting
their feet within the precincts of schools and thaversity, let alone allowing them to mix with
you, just as evil spirits are driven out by recttatof Pareikmantras.

Students will not be fighting alone in their cangraagainst the renegades. They will have the full
support of the patriotic press, patriotic cultivgt@nd workers and patriotic masses, who loathe
these renegades from the bottom of their heartausecthe renegades are stirring up trouble in the
country at the bidding of their “distant aunts” mout the least regard for the actual conditions of
the country.

Let me tell these renegades from this place, “li yant to take up politics, please do not interfere
in the legitimate activities of the students. Ledlie schools and University and pursue your
political activities freely as politicians.”

Our Union underwent a complete transformation, Bkeevolutionary change, at 4-20 a.m. on 4th
January 1948. Before that time all Executive, Jadicand Legislative powers in Burma were
derived from the British Parliament. During thaé, it did not matter whether we were cultivators,
workers, government servants, traders, studentsauch. It was Up to all of us to try to wrest that
political power from the British. However thingsveanow taken a different turn Since 4-20 a.m. on

4th January 1948 sovereign power has come intbdhds of the people of the Union. Every one of
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us need not take up politics in the sense of tis¢ pariod as before. As new responsibilities arise
along with our new independent status, every onesdfas a particular duty to perform. The duty of
the students is to try to become educated. So &mnghe Executive, Judiciary and Legislative
powers are in the hands of the people, the studevis no other obligation but to pursue their own
studies.

It is necessary that students should fully realeesignificance of this change from the old orter
the new. If the students continue to think, say actdas in past without attempting to appreciate th
changed conditions, they will be like the tigerdpuin a puppet show. Once, when a puppet show
was on in a village, a bully carne up to the staggnager and ordered him to stage the story
wherein Miss Me U wabitten by a tiger. The man who was to “pull” thgeti fell asleep before his
turn and meanwhile another village bully came upht stage manager and bid him stage another
play wherein Prince Siddhahta renounced the wdaithé play was accordingly changed and while
the Prince was riding his horse towards the deggstdhe “tiger man suddenly awoke, pulled out
his “tiger* and at once pounced. upon the Print@sse without attempting to ascertain what play
was on.

My advice to the students is not to lose sighthaf trend of events as the tiger puller did. You
should ponder deeply over how circumstances haaagegd and what actions are necessary to sulit
the changing circumstances.

| have said that new responsibilities come alonth whe advent of our new status. To shoulder
these responsibilities successfully we must haita fa our own strength and our own methods. It
will be foolish to rely on others. During the peatiof British regime, blame could be laid at the doo
of the British whenever something remained unacdisimgd. But now British rulers are no more
here and if we fail to do a thing which needs talbee, the blame must be laid on ourselves.

We are now subjected to a crucial test before thelevworld. From this test the world will know
whether we are fit for independence, or not. Ifyomle are ignoramuses, Mr. Zeroes and
destructionists without the slightest ability foonstructive work, power-crazy desperados,
mercenaries, fugitives and chicken-hearted cowavtl® quake in their shgeat the threat

of Peoples’ Court, then we will fail miserably inig test. To pass this test, therefore, it is uplto
patriotic. students to work hard and learn diligend equip themselves adequately for the new
tasks arising out of tour newly-won status.

| urge upon you to try your utmost to become worslops and daughters of this University and

uphold its highest traditions.
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| urge upon you to try your utmost to become worbgs and daughters of the Union and serve its
people by means of the knowledge you learn here.
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DOCUMENT 7: Maung Maung, Student Unions in Englandand Burma (1952)

The student unions at colleges are not quite theesas our unions. The unions here are mainly
social and educational organizations; they havewadances a year, few excursions to places of
interest, debates and addresses by some promimentGambrigde and Oxford unions are regarded
as training grounds for politicians, but the unitimsmselves are by no manner of means political.
They stand strictly aloof from politics. A few commist students may get on to committees, but
except from talking themselves hoarse at committegeneral meeting they achieve little. In the
East, of course, the student union plays a tremengart in national politics. Our national leaders
in Burma made their debut in the Rangoon Univemsition, showed their mettle as organizers of
university and school strikes. This state of affag only to be expected and, to a certain extent,
even desirable. Students in our countries are iactditouch with the march of ideas and the
movement of world events and forces, while theiraagn population toil in the dark. Students,
rightly, take the lead. But once national indepermges won it should not be difficult to admit new
ideas into the country, not by the back door ofeg@ halls but through the front gate. All access t
knowledge and political education should be opethéopeople, and students should retire awhile
from politics. Those of them who are fixed on poét careers would need to do serious political
studies and equip themselves for leadership. The tor them to instigate masses and students into
strikes and inspire them into national movementsld/then be behind them, the new need would
be for them to train themselves for the role of umatpoliticians and statesmen. The world is fast
becoming one large family, and though some memexsbicker and quarrel, it is to their interest
as much as those of others that the family shoold together. The art of living together is notyeas
to learn, but we must learn it somehow. Our stusishbuld bear this in mind; our student unions
should therefore be nurseries for world citizensl @tatesmen, not mere platforms for local

misbrands.

! Maung Maung (1962) London Diary. Rangoon, Burm#libers: 51-52. — Maung Maung was one of Burma’s
leading lawyers, journalists and historians andléis chairman of the BSPP and president of théafistcUnion of
Burma between August 18 and September 19, 198&igdriography and further writing see Robert TayR008) Dr.
Maung Maung. Gentlemean, Scholar, Patriot. Singgdastitute for Southeast Asian Studies.)
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DOCUMENT 8: Nu, “To Students”. 23 November 1951

To Students
(Address to the National Day Mass Rally on 23rd &nber 1951.)

In the course of an address to the National Daysmally at the B.A.A. ground on Friday, the 23rd
November 195, the Prime Minister said that studesftto-day are the leaders of to-morrow-leaders
not only in the sphere of politics but also in thgheres of public health, education, technical
sciences and economic life.

“Freedom connotes power,” - Thakin Nu said, “powemmensurate with one’s own strength and
one's own sense of responsibility. All that we deswill not be accomplished with the advent of
independence. Newly-won power must be correctiynéssed to accomplish our cherished aims.
We are the architects of our own destiny; it wal §imply absurd to look for distant aunts to come
and do our job. What part will the students playthis big task of forging our own destiny?
Students will certainly form the vanguard in camgiout this noble work. In all spheres like -
Health, Education, Technical sciences, Economgcdiid Rehabilitation, students must play a very
significant part. . The country expects the leadarshese works to be highly competent and
educated men and women like-you students — notagmases nor dunces. The people have pitched
high hopes on you and it is up to you to prove §fmat are fully qualified to merit their fondest
expectations. My only appeal to you is to act adets while you are students. | do not want to see
students meddling in polities, attending politiciElsses and submitting themselves as pawns on the
political chess-boards.

“These-student-jacks-of-all-trades are puffed ufhwbonceit but the days of these empty charlatans
are over. The people are thoroughly fed up witls¢healf-baked jacks-of-all-trades whose fashion
is to keep their hair unkempt, wear thieingyisshort, carry about bulky volumes on politics, with
shan bags on their shoulders, and recite parretHigh sounding political jargons taught by their

revered masters These empty headed pretendersatiltart a hoot to go underground at the

1 Nu (1953),Burma Looks AheadTranslation of selected speeches by the Hortboléu, Prime Minister of the Union
of Burma, delivered on various occasions frofi Jaily 1951 to # August 1952. Rangoon, Ministry of Information:
21-22.
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slightest provocation anti say that they art periog a glorious revolution Such student-jacks-of-
all-trades are now very much out of fashion Theagraasses of people have nothing to do with
them. | have been to all parts of the country bktiow perfectly well in which direction the wind
blows The people do no longer look upon these sidideks-of-all-trades seriously. They merely
put them in the class of sharpers, jugglers andlmenof cheap medicines whom nobody takes
seriously. Therefore, | appeal to you not to deddenthese depths of students-jacks-of-all-trades
anti keep up your legitimate status of potentiadiers who will be called upon one day to bear big
burdens.

“I pray that the work of the pure and unadulteraséaidents may succeed as the path you have
chosen has been very correct anti proper.”
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DOCUMENT 9: Nu, “Advice to University Students”, 2" November 1953

Advice to University Students

Speech delivered on December 2, 1953 at Annual Ggation of

University of Rangoon)

YOUNG BROTHERS AND SISTERS,

Today, | do not have much advice and exhortatiogive to you. There is only one thing that |
would like. to urge you to observe. And that is ‘@#d and true University students.”

The phrase “Good and true University students” sgedbe defined. What are the qualities which
you need to be good and true University studentis@rel are three great qualities which are

necessary, nameh-

(i) To gain as much knowledge in the various branchetudies, as possible
(i) To safeguard purity of mind, of action and of sgeec
(i) To entertain as far as possible a desire to semvéJaion of Burma in the field one

can best serve
| would like to explain each of these three grastligies briefly.

0] TO GAIN AS MUCH KNOWLEDGE IN THE VARJOUS BRANCHS OF STUDIES AS
POSSIBLE

In the Thirty~eight Buddhist Beatitudes, it is wei: “Bahu saccan ca, sippan ca, vinayo ca,
susikkhito; subhasita ca, yava ca, etam mangalamatt.”

The meaning of this is as follows: “To be a mamdat experience, to be a man full of wisdom, to
be learned in the discipline of the Law, and toéhavcommand of noble speech, these are four
noble beatitudes.” In accordance with this, to h&mewledge and understanding, to acquire

wisdom, are not ordinary qualities. The Buddha Hilihnbas thought it fit to put these qualities

1 Nu (1955),Forward with the People(Translation of selected speeches by the HortbNu, Prime Minister of the
Union of Burma, delivered on various occasions frt9fi February 1953 to S June 1954. Rangoon, Ministry of
Information: 84-101.
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amongst the Thirty-eight Noble Beatitudes.

University students, in human life, one has toeaitter for one‘'s own advantage, or for the mutual
advantage of oneself and another's. It is not jpdes$0 avoid either of these alternatives. Thersfor
when one is either acting for one‘s own benefitacting for a combined benefit for oneself and
another person, there will be no results if ons agthout knowledge, wisdom and qualification.

If we look at the example of the Lord Buddha, Hesveaperson who did the utmost for both
Himself and for others. He was enabled to do teisabse the Lord Buddha was endowed with the
maximum of knowledge and wisdom.

Students, when you leave this University you walé to work for either your own welfare, or the
welfare of your nation, or the welfare of humanitythis work j would like you to be effective and
successful. To be successful in your future wody will have to have sufficient knowledge and
qualification. To equip yourself with such knowledgnd qualification, the present is the best time
for you. According to the proverb, “Make hay whikee sun shines,” while there is time you should
not be vague and aimless. Now is the time for ywbe absorbing the maximum knowledge and
qualification.

Il you are vague and aimless now, frittering awayryenergies on distractions, at this time
when you should be concentrating on equipping yafjrgou will be helpless when you enter the
big world after leaving the University, or even ¥ehyou are at the University when you meet with
sharp characters who would exploit your ignorarmettieir ulterior motives. It is to be feared that
you will be like the Six Blind Men in the fable whnad their own ideas of an elephant. without any
relation to truth, and who were severally convintieat an elephant was like a snake, or a spear, or
a fan, or a wall, or a tree, or a rope.

In this world, to be like, those Six Blind Men i3 $uffer evil of the worst ill-omened kind. Some
think that it is ill-omened to hear the shriek afight-bird, or to have a putrid smell, or to mesh

a corpse. They try to avoid these things, and rgaténed on meeting those things. But these are
not graceless ill-omens really. What is a reallgogtess ill-omen is to be without knowledge, to be
without wisdom. Therefore, if University studentsskv to avoid gracelessness, or have to be
frightened of anything, they should avoid or bgtitened of a lack of knowledge and wisdom.

Now, in seeking for knowledge and wisdom, what $thaume try to acquire? Today there is no time
to answer this question fully. In brief, one shotrgd to acquire a knowledge of those arts and
sciences which will help to increase the Five Sjties, namely, Physical, Intellectual, Material,

Moral, and Social Strengths. But, | would like tolagge on political knowledge and political
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wisdom, since that is veniynportant. A human being, whether he is a politiciar a labourer, or a
business-man, in fact, any human being, cannotpesttee results of political action. Directly or
indirectly, the present, lot and the future fatealbhhuman beings can be considerably influenced by
political action. Therefore, a human being, whetheis going to be a politician or businessman, or
a labourer, or anything else must try to acquirevdedge of political principles and political
issues, as far as lies within his means.

Before | speak on the political principles and uhdeg issues, | would like to remind my listeners
to note particularly the difference between gatigetknowledge of political principles and active
participation in politics. The difference betweérede two is great, as well as very clear. To try to
understand political issues means to find, andchlead note what policies and programmes various
political parties are pursuing, and what they ateialy doing. It does not mean joining a political
party and taking up politics. Participation in pies means either to start a party oneself orito jo
an existing party and carrying out political adies. Thus, the acquisition of knowledge in poétic
issues does not mean .joining a political party iaadiiging in political activities. You should note
that what is meant is a study of political isswe=l policies.

There are many things concerning politics whichusthdwe studied by University students. But, for
the present, the political knowledge which showdazrn University students is knowledge of the
political issues involved in the existence of tw®a power-blocs which we find in the world
today. The leaders of these two great power-blogower alignments are England and America on
the one side, and Soviet Russia on the other side.

University students of your age are full of adveatis spirits. They are full of hatred for oppressio
and repression. And once they are embarked on alertaking, they will not think of
consequences. They have courage and dauntlesgmeksbecause of these qualities you will be
flattered with just the things that would appeayoa most, by those people who are experienced in
exploiting these innocent qualities and who deceree and seduce you in all sorts of ways.

When you meet face to face with such seduction,wibube in a difficult position if you do not
have a true knowledge of the political issues Corext with these people. The situation you get
into will be tragic even to the destruction of dunion of Burma. If you do not have a true
knowledge of their political issues, what will hgppis that you will become “political blind men”.
After reading one or two books provided by thematfber visiting their countries once or twice on
their invitation, these political blind men will #rely forget the admirable heritage of their

ancestors, will entirely ignore the good points &émel praiseworthy characteristics of their fathers
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and will entirely forget their own good points, amill only learn to admire and to imitate what
other people have done, and will think that onlyatvbther people are doing is worth praise and
adulation.

| feel very anxious that there might be an incregsiumber of ill-omened “political creatures” in
our Union of Burma. That is why | am taking thispoptunity to give some political knowledge to
you to prevent the increase of these evil politicaatures as well as to make the ones already
existing repent themselves quickly in our UnionBafrma and especially in the University where
the future leaders of the country are to be produce

The political knowledge | am going to speak on toganot something that has to be acquired with
difficulty. It can easily be obtained. If you dotraready have this knowledge, it is only because
you have not paid attention to it previously. Thaditral knowledge that you have got to know is
this :—The leaders of the two great power blocsyelg, England, America and Soviet Russia,

(i) Are not working for the interests and benefit oflaody else

(i) They are purely working for their own intersst

(i) As they are building up strength for globadrdrol, they are making rival claims, and
shouting each other down, for the defense of Deawygrrespect for human dignity,
liberation from imperialism and the building of edven on earth.

(iv) But, whatever ideologies they have, whatever padichey outline, whatever resolutions
they pass, whatever slogans they shout, in acta&ltipe, whenever there is a conflict
with their interest, they are not ashamed to ddscdueir policies, to shelve their
resolutions and to change their slogans as easilyqaickly as a woman of no character
changing her loves.

(v) Since these great powers are not acting for tleeasts of anybody else, but their own, do
not let yourselves be their stooges. Don‘t be stupiazy fools, who are victims of their
deception and their confidence tricks. Don‘t bertheunds running after their prey, to
the tune of their hunting horn. Do not be like tman who ignored his mother but
flattered his distant aunt

(vi) But, although these great powers cannot bring uefieal advantages, they can injure
and damage us. Therefore, we must not insult tMéenhave to get on as best as we can
with them. Where there is a question of mutualregg or where there can be real mutual
advantage, we should act in concert with them salge@nd cleanly. Nevertheless, never

trust them completely to the extent of leaving alliin their hands.
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This is what is meant by politics. And in politittss is the sort of thing that is done, whoever is
acting. Only the fools, the knaves, the huntingriasy the “distant aunt flatterers* slave for others
quite oblivious of their own interests.

This is the political knowledge that you need. duyremember these six points you will never get

into trouble.

Let us put to the test whether the political knalge | have outlined for you is true or not. Theye i
not a single point in what | am going to say tha e controversial. | will present to you the real

facts of the case as regards these great powers.

The United States of America

Let us look at the United States of America filsts a country which has been shouting loudest the
slogans of freedom, equality and respect for humgnity. With these slogans the Americans
fought for their independence and gained it fronglsh Imperialism. With these slogans also, the
Americans in 1898 encouraged the Filipinos to redgainst Imperialist Spain. In the Spanish
American Warof that year, Spain was defeated and America amhthe Philippines and took it
over as a colonial possession from the hands oihSgayou look at recent history also, you will
find that the Americans, on the one hand, are mosiferous about democratic-rights, about
freedom and about respect for human dignity. Onother hand, we find that in Africa the United
States is supporting the colonial Imperial systemsch are most loathsome to the Africans. In
Spain also the Americans support the Fascist-Fraegime. In Indo-China they are helping and
encouraging the French colonial rulers who areagoeptable any more to all the Indo-Chinese. If
you look at China also, you will find that the eettre reactionary Chang Kai-shek group, which had
been ousted from China because the Chinese mamdesnot stomach them any more, have to be

picked on by the Americans to give them supportasgistance.

England
If you look at England also their outcries andirtls#ogansare again for Democracy, respect for
human dignity and the salvation of civilization.afhs one side of the picture. The other side ef th
picture is provided by Malaya, Kenya, British GuaaMalta, Tanganyika and the Gold Coast. They
have not let go of these colonial possessionsotipotw. In. Kenya, the natives who wanted back

their own lands have been subjected to bombs atiinexgunning.
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Soviet
Soviet Russia is a countwhich,talks most, writes most, and passes most resokiabout ending
colonialism, building a new life and starting a neaaven on earth. But let us see what the actual
practice has been. For a clear view of the sitodtwill divide Russian Soviet history from 1917 to

the present into seven stages. These seven eras are

1. First stage 1917-23

2. Second stage 1923-27

3. Third stage 1927-35

4. Fourth stage 1935-38

5. Fifth stage 1938-41

6. Sixth stage 1941-46

7. Seventh stage 1946 to the present day.

Of these seven stages, in the first and the sefooridn years from 1917 to 1927, becausfeexternal
and internal Warghe Russian communists could not show any effecasalts.

At the beginning of the third stage (1927-35); as dafment of the policy of World Revolution
which had been the cry formerly, the Communistrimiéional passed the resolution to strive until
World Revolution is realized and achieved. But tleisolution was an empty boast, making a great
deal of noise with no shot, just like a festivahgilt was a resolution which was passed merely to
provide a pleasant thrift to the Communists all rottee world and the subject peoples in the
colonies.

About that time in our country the Saya San RetxeNvas in process. The imperialists were raining
bullets ort the Revolutionaries. The Nationalis¢s] by U Ottama, U Wizara and U Chit Hlaing,
were making demonstrations in all towns and villagend were being run down by police horses,
beaten by police sticks, imprisoned and subjeaaépressive measures by the Imperialists. At that
time, the great Communist International which wapposed to have been organized for the
realization of World Revolution did nothing for ardtended no help to our revolutionists and our
nationalists Leave alone direct help, we did nateyen verbal encouragement or moral support on
their part by any expression of admiration or apptdor these Burmese heroes who were rising
against the Imperialists.

To get our freedom up to the final stage did wehete to struggle for it by depending on our own
sacrifices, our own courage and our own heroes asid¢h Ottama, our U Wizara, our Saya San, our

Bo Aung Gyaw and our Bogyoke Aung San.

39



4.1 Students, Society and Politics in Burma/MyanmBocuments and Essays

Not to speak of extending material or financialphet advice or moral support to the Burmese to
drive out the British Imperialists, the Sovietstls third stage of their history were anxious twot
conflict with the English, In April 1933 when sonkitish engineers sabotaged the Soviet Five-
Year Plan, they were merely sentenced after triathe People's Court and just sent back to
England, as the Soviets wanted to avoid a clash Britain.

Through the whole of this third stage, althoughtbe one hand there was a resolution for the
successful realization of World Revolution, on thteer hand, we find the Soviets avoiding any
conflict with Capitalist government. In this thislage, there was a very curious measure of the
Soviets. This was in connection with the Social Derats. The Soviets believe in Dictatorship.
The Social Democrats believe in Democracy. In tleeds of Stalin, the Social Democrats were
Number One enemy of Communism. Therefore, whereth@s a movement in Germany to create
a Leftist Front of German Communists and Germanagbd@emocrats to fight against Hitler, the
Stalinites strongly criticized it as a deviatiomsbvement. The Front was destroyed. The result was
the Nazis came into power and the German CommbEraityy which was next to the Russian Com-
munist Party in strength, was utterly crushed bieiHi Then, the Hitler menace grew day by day
and came to threaten Soviet Russia. It was only that the Soviets changed their policy, as an
admission of the mistakes they had made.

By that time, Soviet Russia had got into her fowtidige of her history. And when they did change
their policy, it went far beyond the programme lo¢ tGerman Front which they had criticized as
deviationist. In Germany, only the Social Democratse to be in the Leftist Front together with
the German Communists. When the Nazi danger toeB&uissia became apparent, the Communist
International passed a resolution in 1935 instngtll Communist parties in the world to take par
in a very broad front of all anti-Fascists. In ti@urth stage of Soviet history, we find a great
change in Soviet policies and programmes, dueterel dangers. In September 1936, Hitler made
his speech at Nuremburg, strongly attacking ComemnHe only did not make it explicit that he
would attack Russia. After that speech, on Nover@beGermany and Japan made a treaty directed
against Russia. By Decemldgrthe Soviet structure which had been in existenc@oyears since
the Soviet carne unto power, was swept away andomstution having many features of
Democracy was adopted in Russia under the nantfeeddtalin Constitution. Outstanding Features

of this new Constitution were.

(a) Even those classes which formerly had been exclwded given the right of voting at
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elections

(b) There was no differentiation between peasants, @srand middle classes as regards the
right to vote

(c) In the preparation of the electoral rolls, votersrevlisted not according to occupation
but according to place of residence;

(d) In actual voting, the ballot system was introduced

Another outstanding feature was the provision i @onstitution that the people have the right to
enjoy freedom of speech, of writing, of organizatend assembly and other rights belonging to the
people.

The reason for this change of front was not fasdek; it was just to get the assistance of England,
America and France if Russia was attacked by Geymtaly and Japan.

After this fourth stage, we come to the fifth stalgesting from 1939 to 1941. We find that in this
stage, the Communists had again changed theirypolibe attempts to bring about pacts of
collective security between Britain, France andssta, directed against Hitler, failed. Immediately
after such failure, Soviet Russia made a turnalemd,swinging back from one extreme to another,
concluded a non-aggressive pact with Hitler. WoNgr Il broke out soon after that. At the
beginning, Soviet Russia was neutral. While she nagtral, all the wars were termed merely
Imperialists* Wars, but as soon as war broke etdvben Germany and Russia, all the wars became
overnight the Peoples' Wars, according to Sovieppganda.

The sixth stage lasted from 1941 to 1946. Sovies8la had yet another change in the direction of
her policy. The principles and methods of Communigene pushed to the background, and there
was great encouragement of patriotism and natemaliwhich cannot be reconciled with
Communism. The fight against Hitler was carried oot on the basis of Communist slogans and
convictions, but on patriotic and nationalist slegiaand sentiments. This happened not only in
Russia, but also in the German occupied territprid®re the Communist parties were instructed to
stimulate and stir up nationalist sentiments. Tlen@unist International, which had been formed
to work for world revolution, was also publicly disted in 1943.

That was not all. Then, Soviet Russia which hadnbe®st vocal about the freedom from
imperialist occupation, during the war became apenalist power itself by occupying the small
states of. Latvia, Estonia and Lithuania. She viss guilty of aggression against Finland, when she
annexed a part of Finland's territory.

41



4.1 Students, Society and Politics in Burma/MyanmBocuments and Essays

From 1947 to the present time, Russia is in hees#vstage of her history since the Soviets came
into power. this stage, the defeated countriesim@ay, Italy and Japan, lost their position as first
class powers. Britain the United States and Fraraze also exhausted due to the war. The Russian
leaders saw that it was a good opportunity for 8oRussia. Thus, the Communist International,
which had been abolished in the previous stage, neas revived again under a new name, that

Cominform.

Weil, University Students, | have now presentegidar consideration some of the evidence, in the
form of material facts, concerned with the Greaw®s, and after studying this evidence carefully,
it is for .you to judge whether the six points @lipcal knowledge that | have given above are not

true or not, in the light of this evidence.

Therefore, do not let yourselves be misled by timgkhat what this great power or that great power
says is true. These great powers say one thinglarahother without compunction. Do not stand
and gape in idle admiration of the antics and siatés of these great powers. Carry on with your
own tasks~ The task that is facing University stugl@vho are future leaders of the country, is none
other than to equip themselves with knowledge amghgr qualifications as much as possible, so
that they will be able to shoulder well their respibilities in serving the country after they leave
the University. Since that is so, my younger brothend sisters at the University should not be
diverted from their immediate tasks to other thingsch are mere distractions. | earnestly urge
them to absorb and assimilate as much knowledgenagitectual training as possible.

But there is a certain class of University studewtsch insists on taking part in politics, whateve

or anyone else might say. These students are \gldaland can shout the loudest. These students
from the very start have not come to the Universitacquire knowledge, but have come with the
single aim of working at politics. They do not cabkout failing in examinations, and have no
compunction in breaking rules and regulations. Taey not frightened by the prospect of being
expelled.

These students are a great source of disturbant®se students who want to get on with the task
of getting through the University and acquiring Wwhedge and training, so as to be able to serve the
Union of Burma and assume responsibilities quicKiiaerefore | hereby earnestly request the
political students who feel they must take up jpeditnot to disturb the serious genuine studenis, b
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to leave the University and take up whatever fofrpalitics they wish to, outside the University,
and in the true political arena.

A country, whether it is communist, or Socialist, @apitalist in structure, is in great need of
trained: and educated people who would. be abéeree it in all fields of endeavor, if that country
is to be fully endowed with the Five kinds of Sgém This cannot be denied by anybody. That is
why we are doing our best to produce trained arutaedd people. Therefore, if the political
students are sincere in desiring to establish aorder and a golden age as they maintain, it iup
them to leave alone those students who are reafiglide of realizing a golden age and a new life
for the country. | again seriously, deferentialhdaearnestly appeal to the political students avde
the University quietly, and to plunge into the adésworld of polities. . . .

But, to tell you the truth, these bad students, \ah® vicious to the extent of preventing good
students from carrying on with their studies quie#lire incurable. Appeals to their good sense or
decency will not be effective. And yet to turn awpyetly from them because one does not wish or
dare to argue or deal with them, would be shirkegponsibility.

It is an inherent right for students to be ableuosue their studies quietly. To enjoy this righthe
fullest measure, it is not sufficient to dependeotternal aid. The students themselves should exert
their utmost to protect their inherent rights. Yowst demonstrate clearly your will for peaceful
studies, so that those vicious students cannot adweting in the University. Every student must
have the courage to rise up and demonstrate Hispahtaneously and clearly for the maintenance
of the right to peaceful studies.

From the point of view of the Government, theraasdesire to intervene in the internal affairs of
the University. To do so is not right. Thereforteisiup to the students themselves first to sétie
matter. It is only when the students themselvesatable to control .the Situation by themselves,
that the University authorities: should step in.dAhis only when the situation gets beyond the
control of the University authorities that the Goweent has to step in and help to maintain or
restore a desirable, state of things.

The fact that the Government is at present helmrgpntrol the situation in the University does not
mean that the Government is interfering in the rivde affairs of the University. It is merely
assisting the University authorities to deal witle tuncontrollable portion which has got out of
hand. This participation in controlling a situationthe University is not meant to be permanent.

It would not be a right thing to have continual @aovnent participation in controlling situations in

the University. Sooner or later the Government vaturn the responsibility of handling situations
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in the University entirely into the hands of Unisity authorities. Therefore, in order that external
aid need not be depended on in University affaingl in order that University matters can be fully
handled by University people, | urge you studemsta shirk your responsibility, not to be timid,

not to follow the line of least resistance, butpitect your own rights to the utmost of your

capacity.

(2) TO SAFEGUARD PURITY OF MIND, OF ACTION AND OFFEECH

Whether a person is a good man or not has to lge¢udn the basis of his speech, his actions and
his mental attitudes. According to Buddhism, beihgse their continual round in the thirty-one
planes of existence, simply because of their speahelr actions and their mental attitudes. A being
reaches or returns to the plane of the Brahmatheoplane of the Upper Spirits, or the plane of
human existence, or the plane of the infernal regias a consequence of these three things,
namely, speech, action and mental state. The atéanhof a higher plane, or the descent to a lower
plane of existence, is due to three things onlgpHdech, action and mental attitude are evil, tigere
descent to lower planes and the reverse holds true.

Therefore, it is not sufficient merely to acquineokvledge on the part of University students. It is
also vitally necessary to be virtuous in speechaad mind. Even if it is not possible to entertain
positively virtuous mind, to be positively virtuousspeech, and to be positively virtuous in action
at least one should try one's utmost to refrainmfrevil speech, evil actions and evil mental
attitudes.

It is now necessary to consider and put to thevibstther there is such safeguarding of purity or
virtuous~ ness of speech, action and mind. Thisidenation is necessary because there have come
to be instances of uncontrolled venting of disghaiceries in the University, which would have
brought shame even to those with the slightesigessf self-respect. There have been incidents,
never heard of before, in which abuse of the wkirsed has been indulged in, right in front of the
houses of very senior teachers of the Universitg, far three or four days in succession.

In addition. during the Students* Union electidmerte have been very dirty tricks, the sort thayonl
very low-down politicians would care to indulge sych as buying votes, corrupting voters with
treats and feminine seduction and using violenagrexk the election. These are entirely novel and
undesirable developments.

These things show that, although the University drasncreased student population of over seven
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thousand students, in quality and calibre therebleas a great fall. This deterioration has caused t
all the citizens of our Union, who have been expgcgreat things from University students,
enormous regret.

A teacher is included amongst the Five Depositafdsfinite Gratitude. Thus, those students who
dared to go and shout abuse for three or four olagaccession in front of a teacher's house, would
not shrink from any evil, any viciousness on tlastle.

Moreover, we had great hopes that dirtiness intipsliwhich does exist to some extent at present,
would disappear when the University students oayodome into the field of politics in the next
generation. The realities of the situation shaiterhopes. There is a saying, “Do not learn tolstea
gold, even before you master the trade of a golitshif these students are so deep now in all the
dirty tricks even before they have become full-bhopwoliticians, | dare not imagine to what depths
they will sink when they become actual politiciagcording to the saying, “When an iguana
should grow to the size of a crocodile, the wholerrwill be at its mercy, “if these students ace s
vicious and dirty even as embryo-politicians, theole of Union of Burma will be at their mercy
and will come to ruin, when they become full-fledgeoliticians. Therefore, University students
who are to be the future leaders of our courghguld, for the sake of the Union, forsakeous
and ignoble speech, vicious and harmful actiond,\acious and evil mental attitudes. | earnestly
appeal to them to safeguard the purity of theiespetheir actions and their minds.

(3) TO ENTERTAIN AS MUCH AS POSSIBLE NOBLE SENTIMEHS FOR
SERVING THE UNION OF BURMA ‘TO THE UTMOST OF ONE'S
CAPACITY AND IN THE WAY ONE CAN BEST SERVE

The progress and prosperity of a country dependg o the qualities of its citizens than on other
things. A study of world history will support fullhese statements of mine. Amongst the instances
supporting these views the most glaring are théamtes of the English people and the Dutch
people. Britain and the Netherlands are fairly $rmmalsize, and are not blessed with too many
natural resources. England has coal and iron émihe Netherlands, because of insufficient space,
land had to be reclaimed from the sea by meansylkdsd The Netherlands are without natural
resources. Their economy has had to be built uihndyproduction of flowers, tulips, vegetables and
dairy products. But because of their heroic natigoalities, up to World War Il the British bad the
largest empire and the Dutch the third largest eenpithe world.
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We do not want to be Imperialists or to build erapirBut we do want to raise our Union of Burma
from the status of a backward small nation to tfaa first class nation, fully endowed with the
desirable five kinds of strength or resources, éeval with other countries. | believe that youaals
have the same desire. And the realization of oaireleour aim, rests on your shoulders. If all of u
are not content to take things easy, if we ardadiet if we are not shiftless and undisciplinedye

are not corrupt, and if all of us are united andl weganized in our endeavour, our great aim will
remain well within reach, even if we have to geréhgradually~ But we have to be determined, as
determined as the boatman, who, confident thatcityeof Pagan will be there, poled his boat
upstream at the rate of a yard a ;d@y at last he reached Pagan. Our great objeatilMebe there
waiting for us to achieve it. And one day it mustne to our hands if we have the qualities | have
cited. Therefore, University students must puthadtieir utmost endeavour to foster a spirit of
service to their own country, in each respectietdfivhere they best can serve.

If you University students make yourselves posgsssbthe three essential qualities that | have
spoken on, and thus become good and true Univestsitients, it will be to your own advantage, as
well as to the benefit of all your countrymen.

All our countrymen have undergone a period of gteatdship, as serfs of Imperialism, with
deprivation piled upon deprivation. On top of thssiffering has been added on by the various
camps of insurgents, and hardship has been made sewere. Therefore, our countrymen, our
masses do not want any more disturbance and agitair lawless action, whether they are caused
by students, or workers, or peasants, civil sesjamt politicians, or anyone else. Our people hate
and loathe these disturbances and disorderly mavsmeéhe thing that the people of our country
desire, hope for, and pray for, is none other thddew Life existence for them, a New Life in
which they will have a full measure of the five #& of strength, namely, physical strength,
intellectual strengtimaterial strength and social strength.

As you know very well, this New Life cannot be cargd up in a minute, like rabbits out of a
magician‘s hat. Without obstruction, without salggaand with a full complement of manpower,
material resources, and financial capacity, it wiaien then take at least twenty five to thirtyrgea
to achieve the New Life for our countrymen. Therefavhile on the one side there are those who
are building this New Life, University students thrir part should try to be good and true students
with the aim that one day they will be participgtim the building of this noble structure of New
Life, each according to his own talents. You shdugdhelping to prevent unnecessary delay and

undesirable obstruction in the building of this Neife for the country. If you in the University,
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instead of helping in this noble task, should Eatng trouble from one small corner, and making a
nuisance of yourselves, the Government will ndt fadu will not be taking over the government;
but the only result will be that the achievementha New Life will be delayed. Our countrymen,
who have put their hopes on the New Life, will beeged that this delay should have been caused.
Speaking for us, | want to assure you that we matl exploit, for our own benefit or for the benefit
of any foreigners, University students, or workansl peasants. We will not exploit for anybody's
benefit, civil servants or any group or sectiomof people. | want you to be sure of this.

We are determined not only not to exploit otherd,ddso not to allow ourselves to be exploited by
others, be era. They are building a new world @firtown in a democratic way and they are
marching towards the goal of common prosperityotiner words, our Union is building a new
patternof culture.

In this glorious work of rebuilding, cultivators wkers, government servants, police personnel,
armed forces, technicians, teachers and traderplall their part. The lives of these men and
women ire filled with ups and downs, rain and sumshtears and laughter. Here you have an
inexhaustible field from which you can draw endlesaterial If only our writers can utilise these
materials adroitly, our literature will certainlydergo a change for the better. | also believettieat
country will progress because the people will beeonore enlightened. |, therefore, appeal to you
all — novelists as well as exponents of other foahart — to bear thedacts in mind, for the sake

of the Union.
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DOCUMENT 10: TEXT OF ADDRESS BY PRIME MINISTER GENE RAL
NE WIN AT ANNUAL UNIVERSITY CONVOCATION
ON DECEMBER 2, 1958

New Graduates of the University and Guests,

| never dreamt that one day | would have the mgel to give a Convocation address as the
Chancellor of the University of Rangoon, But foms® years, | have been wanting to speak on
certain matters concerning the students of our ttguNow that | am fortunate enough to have the
opportunity, | will not only give advice to thosehw, because of their ability, have just did their
farewell to the carefree life of students And h&meen admitted to their several degrees, but also

speak on important matters concerning all students.

Before | begin, however, | want to assure you ladlt ike an elder brother advising his younger
brothers and sisters, | speak with the purest div@s, and | have no other aim than to set the

student on the path of truth.

The first matter that | want to speak on is thadagbline which prevails among students in general
and University students in particular, becauserlif believe that the success or failure of the
present generation of students in their laterdégond their school and university walls, depends o

the extent of the discipline or the indisciplinattihow exists in schools and colleges.

From my own personal knowledge, | can say thatemieday students have no respect for their
teachers nor for their parents, and they have neideration and no regard for each other. By this
lack of respect for those to whom respect is alwys, and also by this lack of consideration and
regard for each other, students are destroying tivem golden future, Everyday, to our distress, in
the newspapers we read of the behaviour of studesuish as a student stabbing his own
headmaster, students of one institution fightinghveitudents of another institution and attempting
to set fire to that institution, and of studenisbsiing each other. All these incident are evil osnen

for the future.

With regard to students in schools, | would likestty this. During my school days, when a student
was punished by his teacher either by caning oositijpn of extra work, he had no resentment
against his teacher and with lowered head and megleanour, he accepted the punishment ; when

! |s Trust Vindicated?(1960), A chronicle of the various accomplishmesftshe Government headed by General Ne
Win during the period of tenure from November, 1968February 6, 1960. Rangoon, Director of Inforiowt
Government of the Union of Burma: p. 555-557.
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he reached home after school his parents frownédratn displeasure and further scolded him by
saying that the teacher had been too kind and d@meslipment too light ; for in those days, the
authority of the teacher was accepted without guestot only by the students but also by the

parents.

Nowadays, in contrast, we find students wantingdmn strike just because they have to stand on
their benches for their misbehaviour. The also fatddents shouting at and arguing with their
teacher just because he has raised his voice ko $@m for their misbehaviour. Many parents do
not seem to know that they have a duty to disagpliveir sons, and some parents will even feel hurt

and insulted when their sons are scolded by tkagtter for their misconduct.

In colleges, the position is even worse; for examipis quite common for a student to gather up his
books in anger and strut out of the lecture roorh wbisy footsteps, merely because his lecturer

has shouted to him to stop making fun of him.

To make fun of one's own teacher in the middleisflécture is bad enough, and to walk out in
protest for being justly scolded is worse, but wimaikes the whole matter so tragic and so heart-
breaking is the fact that the student considersséiimo be a bold and daring person and the other

students consider him to be a mighty man of valour.

| will admit at once that in all countries of th@sd, as an aftermath of the war, students and goun
people have become immoral, unruly and undisciglifgut | will never accept the argument
that merely because that youth of other countriesiadisciplined, it will not be just and fair taro

own youth to single them out and scold them foirtimeliscipline.

Moreover if any one of you will be foolish enoughaccept this false argument and will choose to
watch with folded arms the present state of affaimaking no attempt to check the rising tide of
indiscipline, the futures of our nation is indedddl As all students will realize when they look
round their classrooms, schools and colleges &t the country are short of accommodation, short
of books and classroom- equipment, and short athezg. The Government has done its best to
overcome these shortages, but it must be remembesaethe student numbers in our country have
increased many times over during recent years aaralresult, the ratio of teachers to students has

become very low and schools have to introduce tesysf double shifts.

As the teachers have to do double duty and arevavked and have no leisure, they can no longer
give undivided and individual attention to the &int$. Taking advantage of this, the students have

found fit to break the rules of good conduct anstighline. The public regrets this state of affairs
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but many people think that the indiscipline will mely lead to students failing in their

examinations.

But | want to warn you all that the effect will nlo¢ as simple as that, for indiscipline is not aane
sort which will pass after some painful hours, autancer that is beginning to eat into the golden

body of Burma's future.

| dare not imagine that Burma that would be builthe future, by men who in their youth have

spent their time in such behaviour as daring ta@rggainst their teachers, stabbing each other,
showing disrespect to their parents, neglectingr thimidies, staying away from their classes or
walking out of their classroom at will, attemito burn down the school building on the slightest

excuse.

As Prime Minister, | cannot allow this state ofaaf§ to continue and during the tenure of once of
my Government, a firm foundation of discipline wakrtainly be laid. Only then will the future of

students and the future of our country glow witipé.o
The second matter that | want to speak on is tlestgpn of students and politics.

When a country is under alien rule as a slave, #wemy person belonging to that country has both

the privilege and the duty to work for liberty, éaom, and independence of his country.

Therefore, during the period of our national slguwender colonial rule, Burmese students fought in
the front-rank of our patriotic fighters for freedp The circum stances were such that they had to
fight in the front-rank, and they were trusted aelted upon by the whole nation. And their actions

proved that they were worthy of the nation’s trust.

But once national freedom has been won, theawdesingle duty of students is to study, to learn,

to gather knowledge, in short, to acquire an edoicat

However, | must point out that you will be very wm if you think that mere passing of

examination is more important than the actual astjon of knowledge. As you are aware, because
of the intervening period of colonial rule, our otty is behind time, and therefore to make up, you
must endeavor to produce great scientists, great technicians, great engineers, great
physicians, That is the students' task in our agurinless our schools and universities produce
them, where can we get our great scholars, scignéiad technicians ? And if we do not have our
own, great scholars, scientists and technicians, ¢en we take our place among the independent

nations of the world? Speaking for myself, | wamthide my head in shame that during eleven
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years since our Independence, we have had toméhglg on foreign technicians and experts.
How I long to see great scientists and great tedams among our students!

How the parents and the whole nation long to sees#ime! Therefore, | exhort all students to cease
to be mere part-time students and part-time p@itg, and to become’ full-time students with one

avowed aim of acquiring knowledge.
If they refuse to follow this advice, they ardifag in their duty to their own country.

Only when a person has acquired enough knowledgehich he can base judgment as to what is
right and what is wrong, will he be free from thender of being cheated - and misled by others. So
all students must endeavor to acquire as much ledgelas possible. If they do not endeavour to
acquire knowledge, they are certain to believe wimstcrupulous persons say and they are sure to

be cheated and fooled.

I will also request politicians, not to be wolves sheep’s clothing, and not to pretend to be
students and spoil the educational careers ofl stedents As Prime Minister and Chancellor, |
say that | will take strict and drastic actioraggt those politicians who are found interferinighw

the education of our youth.

| will also warn all students to exercise their n8hcare not to be caught in the snare set by

politicians and not to sacrifice themselves mefehthe profit and advantage of politicians.

The third matter on which | like to speak conceyos all who have just earned your degrees and
have left the student world.

However much we say in praise of our University, lvewe to admit that it has not yet reached the
standard set by the best universities of the wamldiact, its standards have fallen quite a bitySo

must not be conceited over the fact that you haftethhe University with your degree. Remember
that in any time, the knowledge and learning youehacquired at the University are merely the

fundamentals and rudiments with which you mustteggur long journey of life.

Knowledge is without limit and boundary and you inc@ntinue to gather knowledge by practice
and experience in the wide world. If you think tha#dt because you have obtained your degrees,
you have learnt all you have to learn in life, yaoe tragically mistaken.

Therefore, | will exhort all of you, new graduatest to be conceited, not to be content with what

you have learnt, but to continue to study and ledthough no longer within the walls of your
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University realizing with humility that you stilldve to endeavour much to perfect your knowledge,
so as to reach the high standards attained lojpgtes of the greatest universities of the world.

Lastly, | will advise you about your work in youhasen profession or about your choice of a
profession. As you know, the majority of our peolie in villages and small towns and they do
not have the opportunity like yourselves to comeatgreat city and to acquire knowledge at a

university.

You must sympathise with them in this their misfoet, and the best way to show your sympathy is
to choose some work or profession which will nogfke/ou sheltered in control in the city, and
which will instead take you to remote villages, wehgou can mix with the simple and unlettered
people, and you can help to widen their horizoRradwledge. My experience in the past has been
to find that most graduates or educated peoplendidvant to work outside the city of Rangoon:
with its many amenities. | consider that they weetish and very wrong in their attitude. | hope

that the new graduates before me do not have tiséaiken attitude.

In your chosen professions, if you can forget ouryself-interest entirely, and work for the good
of your nation, how wonderful it will be! Howevene are not all saints, and even though you
have to work for your own self-interest, see tha ylso work for the good of your nation. Do not

work only for your own interest, at the cost of tiderest of your country, Even if you cannot

sacrifice your self-interest, at least see thatgounot sacrifice the interest of your country.

With this final advice given in affection and redal wish you joy and success.
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DOCUMENT 11: TEXT OF ADDRESS BY PRIME MINISTER GENE RAL NE
WIN AT ANNUAL UNIVERSTY CONVOCATION ON
DECEMBER 18, 1959

TEACHERS AND STUDENTS OF TUE UNIVERSITY AND GUESTS,

Since the Convocation last year, | have observedtinct improvement in the discipline of the
students and in their respect for their teachdnave been very glad that we now have a prospect of
raising a new generation of worthy Sons and dauglafeBurma. | praise the students and hope that
they will not rest on their laurels but try harder further improvements.

However, there was a dark spot on the white backgt@f good student discipline concerning the
trouble over the question of staying on in the &lgstiuring the October holidays. | was extremely
sad about it and my relief was great when the questas settled peacefully between the teachers
and the students. | should like to praise the Rdotchis sympathetic understanding combined with
firmness of principle.

In the same way, | should like to praise the stteléor showing that they also can behave in a
common sense and reasonablay and that they have not lost their capacity for eespand
affection for their teachers.

Looking at this example, we see that dose co-ojperand discussion between the teachers and the
students can resolve any problem provided theme Butside interference.

Now that the students are improving their wayshaps. It is not out of place to say a few words
about the teachers. If the University is to be Ebkip to by the mass of the people, the teachers
must also live up to the very high moral and ietilal standards expected of them.

They must fulfill their duties and must treat theot merely as work, but as a vocation. They must
lay down a deeper intellectual foundation for thegpess of the University.

The next point | want to make is about “Governmeddlp to the University. Although we ardently
desire to give the best to the University and makstand on its own with the world's best
Universities, our achievement has fallen short of desire. We have not been able to make
concrete improvements. This is partly due to latkkill and resources; and partly due to the fact

s Trust Vindicated?(1960), A chronicle of the various accomplishmesftthe Government headed by General Ne
Win during the period of tenure from November, 1268February 6, 1960. Rangoon, Director of Inforowt
Government of the Union of Burma: p. 560.
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that we are so hard pressed for time.

Here | am indeed very sorry that our administrgtiarspite of its keen desire, has not been able to
do more and | must apologise to you. But | shoikiel fo urge the teachers of the University to have
the intellectual and moral courage to give advite the improvement of our educational System to
whatever government that will follow.

Finally, I should like to give this message to tiraduates who are now on the threshold of the
problems of life. The education and training foriethyou are today receiving your degrees is only
the beginning, the equipment which will help yowstdve your problems of adult life a little better.

It is not the end, and in the same way that a swardbe kept sharp with continual use, you must
not slacken your studies and must forever be reaéyce up to the problems of the world.

In order to develop our country, we must not omigréase the output of our existing industries, but
must also create new industries. These new in@ssuill not only benefit the country, but will also
create jobs for the future graduates of the Unityers

Therefore, those of you who are leaving the wofldtadents today cannot be satisfied with doing
the traditional work in traditional ways, hut musdtive to innovate by introducing new ideas and
new ways of promoting economic development. Ongntivill you be fulfilling your share of the

duty of helping our country and our people.
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3. 1962 - 1988

DOCUMENT 12: Seventh July Student Massacre

Seventh July is the historic day on the Burmest®hison which day in 1962, unarmed university
students sacrificed their lives against the Militabovernment. Students were massacred and
Student’s Union Building was dynamited down togethwth the students inside. Since that day
students became the RESISTENCE SYMBOL and usedh¢éarkead the successive uprisings
against the illegal Military Rulers.

Burma army Chief of Staff General Ne Win and cobdhreaten the U Nu’s elected democratic
government to hand over power and formed a Caretgaeernment from 1958 to 1960 for eighteen
months. General Ne Win and cohorts had a good tdgpewer after 18 months of the Caretaker
Government, and they regarded U Nu as a week leatewas not strong enough to govern the
country. They openly told the Pyidaungsu Governmdéimat the army had to fight vigorously and
they are not happy to even protect and give segcseitvice to those corrupt political leaders.
General Ne Win took over the power second time @&rd of 1962. Military coups were quite
popular in those days of early sixties in Asia,iédrand in Latin America. Now it is out of fashion
and most of them reverted back to the civilian.rdlest after the Military coup of General Ne Win,
he quelled the dissents and demonstrations witlrnigy brutally. He even dynamited the Students
Union in the Rangoon University while some studeatlers were still inside.

General Ne Win’s first speech challenged or thmeadethe unarmed Burmese Citizens that he
would respond knife with knife, spear with speaarify one dare to challenge him and his lap-dog
army, in Burmese,” Dhar dhar chin_Lhan Ihan chim shae”.

In his last farewell speech he warned the Burméseegs that next time if HIS Army had to be
called to calm the uprising there is no vocabularyhe BURMA ARMY'’s guiding manuals to
shoot up into the air for warning. Burma Army wouwddoot straight to the target, in other words
Tatmadaw declared its “SHOOT TO KILL" policy evem @narmed civilians. General Ne Win
took over in the early morning of Marcii%21962. There was an important announcement ower th
radio from the Burma Broadcasting Service. We heaagching songs being played and then the
announcement came regarding the taking over ofcthentry by the military and about the

formation of the Revolutionary Council. There wdie names mentioned as members of the

! Burma Digest A Campaign Journal for Human Right§ All Ethnic Nationalities in Burma.
http://burmadigest.wordpress.com/tag/contributoagiaabandoola/
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Revolutionary Council.

Rangoon university student protests started ag#iesMilitary coup on 6 July 1962. On thé&" Bf
July 1962 there were demonstrations against th&ies military government and the government
retaliated with severe measures. Aung Gyi and BwBre the most senior officers and Sein Lwin
was the field commanding officer in the universiggion. No on exactly know who gave the orders
to open fire.

On July 7, over 130 stubborn or diehard or braveildide martyr students who were demonstrating
in the student’s union building in the campus oh&aon University were dynamited and brutally
killed by the army.

The historic student’s union building was destroyed pieces. The 7 July student’s massacre was
merely a blood-stained on the Tatmadaw but theydooot suppress the students’ spirit of going on
fighting against the militarism. The arrest, toet@nd imprisonment could not crush the spirit ef th
fighting peacock or the revolutionary student pstge

When the Students’ Union building was dynamitechveibme of the students inside our heart sank
and nearly broke. All the students, parents andmi@e population felt very hurt up to the present
time especially on this auspicious or rather a nows day. The ¥ July is the 9-I for all the
Burmese.

Ne Win blamed Aung Gyi and Aung Gyi pointed backN® Win as a responsible leader. But the
real butcher who pulled the trigger was SEIN LWI{During the 1967 Student Festival in
Mandalay, there was a small fight between the stisdeOne of the sons of Butcher Sein Lwin
boasted amongst his friends that to quell thatestudnrest was a minor thing for his father who
had shoot and killed a lot of students and dynairite student’s union building on 7th July. And
the whole Mandalay knew that the Anglo-Burmese BnnSchool teacher from St. Peters School
was teaching English daily to that illiterate Newrest Division Commander.)

No wonder there was a popular rallying slogan auB8888 because Ne Win put Sein Lwin as his
successor Prime Minister after his resignation:

“Sein Lwin Chauk Tan_Tasauk Kan.”,

“Sein Lwin Chauk Tan_sauk yan loke myi”.

“San ta pyi sae nga kyat_Sein Lwin khaung ko pyat”.

“Sein Lwin Phar Kyo_Hto’ Kyo” e.t.c.

Ne Win was a drop out at Inter class for Bio andldmot pursue his dreams to become a Medical

Doctor. But he managed to snatch the wife of Drel'@yi, Daw Khin May Than who was the
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daughter of famous Professor Dr. Ba Than. Curiobeti» Ne Win and Dr Ba Than were notorious
for womenisation.

Ne Win was notorious for never finishing any bookept Adolph Hitler's book, MEIN KAMPS.
(Note this is not a satire or just tried to run doen Ne Win but the truth!)

And he was the one to demolish the very famous iiage Research Association” just because one
of the professors got drunk and touch his wife dwn May Than during the association’s dinner.
He was shot and killed on the spot and the preciwrsna Research Association was disbanded
since then.

According to the General Ne Win, educated classntallectuals are undecided, ignorant and
corrupted class not to be trusted in their ‘Sostalievolution. Actually as a military dictator, he
knew that he could not fool the educated clasdyeddie intelligent class always uses their heads
(brains) and use to question and analyze each wed/ erder. The dictators and especially
Tatmadaw leaders never like that attitude. Subatds must always obey the command given to
them. They have no right to think whether it ishtigr wrong, just or not.

Intellectuals have no place under Military ruldfsdo not want to keep their mouth shut, they must
be put into detention or must leave the countrgvioid the dangerous consequences.

In civilized countries the scholar is always plaeddve the ‘man of war’ believing that

“ Nations which trusted the gun perished by itie&t!

But in Myanmar under the Military rulers the opgesif the above rule is always correct.

For Myanmar Military, power comes out from the lehof the gun only. The might is always right
for them.

“The evil that men do lives after them...”

Julius Caesar I11i.75,.by William Shakespeare

Yes, all the perpetrators of 7th July Ne Win, Saiwin and ? Aung Gyi ? are no more on earth. But
their evil of Massacring Students on this day wduddremembered forever. Since that day students
became the RESISTENCE SYMBOL and used to speartiteaduccessive uprisings against the
illegal Military Rulers.

The 7th July is the 9-II for all the Burmese.

The spirit of 7 July will last forever.

MAHA BANDULA
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DOCUMENT 13: Excerpt from Aung Gyi’s letter to Ne Win, 22. June 1988

,Please Do Not Cover Up’

Three widely circulated letters to Ne Win from retl Brig.-Gen. Aung Gyi, once a dose
confidant. had a critical effect on the events iegdo the change of leadership in Burma. Aung
Gyi, 70, was arrested along with nine others infits¢ week of August 1988. His third letter, dated
June 22, 1988, was written a day after widespriesithg had again erupted in Rangoon. Excerpts.
Yesterday, an undesirable incident again took plabe ugliest was one in which the Lon-htain
(riot police) surrounded the Singapore embassygchvichildren had entered for sanctuary From
outside the closed gate, the lon-htains peltecethbassy with stones, demanding that the gate be
opened. The glass windows and doors were brokene®iof glass were strewn all over.

Another ugly incident was one in which school cteldin green uniforms were run over by trucks
and killed. These were pupils from the former Siiddhena‘’s and the high school near Kyandaw
cemetery, all around the ages of 10 or 11 There weo girls in the forefront, one of whom died.
Both the dead and wounded were trucked away. loddave the number of the truck. It was a lon-
htain truck. The school children saw one of thedsad-bearer girls being dragged into the police
station near the traffic lights and tried to reaoher. The authorities lied about this, saying the
students burned the police station. When the wagcbrowd could stand it no longer, they started
to beat up the lonhtains. In that neighbourhoodiaiben lon-htains were killed.

Out in the forefront were school children, 11 oryEars old. Unarmed, There were sounds of gun-
fire. The stones and brickbats came from a house liiilt near (the Singapore embassy)...

The crisis right now is rice, rice. | suspect: tida divert attention that emphasis is being put a
guelling the. student riots? ... Troops at the fframd their families are now facing a rice problem.
Before too long, there is a possibility that thell wurn their backs on the fighting at the fromida
return home.

At the time of the student riots in 1962, a “Cri€iemmittee” was formed. They did not require any
orders from you. They had authority to make deosid.ater, the students were dragged into the
Student‘s Union Building. It was an erroneous répluat the student were armed. You were given a
lie. When the troops entered the building, thereew® students. They had escaped. At that point

Hmwe Gyi (then Lt.-Col Hla Myint) said that if thaysed a recoilless rifle, Living quarters would

1 M.V. Pradhan (19942Burma, Dhamma and Democracy. Being Historical andt@al Survey of Burma and an
accout of the Pro-Democracy Struggkombay, Mayflower Publishing House: pp. 182-183.
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also be damaged. While they were in a quandarynaiofficer suggested the use of dynamite.
The decision to use dynamite was then reached.

At the time that you gave the order to destroy funbuilding] by fire power, you gave It in anger,
following exaggerated reports [of something] conapée to fortified insurgents. Actually, at about
6:30 p.m. the student affair was over.... . There m@songer any need to raze the building. Those
who could not make the correct decision startdaldme others. In the and the blame reached you

This time many of the embassies ware franticallkin@ video recordings, including, of the

damaging of the Singapore embassy... | am sureethbfissies will report the matter to the U.N.
human rights organization in Geneva. Accordinghi dtudents, you are not involved. Please make
arrangements to prevent another “Shootout at RREhgoon Institute of Technology), where many
students were killed during protests March, Pleis@ot cover up for anybody. The children that

died were all 10 to 11 years old.
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DOCUMENT 14: Excerpt from Ne Win'sSpeech before thdBSSP Congress,
23. July 1988

I now have this to say. Be patient antbhigo what | have to say. This part is sepanate f
the other parts concerning the convening of theyczss.

This may be the last time | am speaking befogathering so, after putting before you matters
concerning the Party Congress, | want to tell ybaua an episode which has led to misconception
by students concerning me and the entire Revolatio@ouncil. The destruction of the University
Students Union building on 8 July 1962 morning mown by all. Only if | reveal the role | played
on July 7 evening will the events of the day beconoee complete, so | will do that. Around 5 that
evening | heard gunshots, so | telephoned Bo Kyae t8 enquire. He said Sayagyi U Kar and
family had been sent to a safe place, and that $me9 police had been injured. Asked if the
students leaders creating disturbances had beealeguled, he said not yet and that some were in
the Student Union building. In order that no meaice and Tatmadawmen may get hurt |
instructed him as follows:

(a) To use loud hailers to urge those in the mhioilding to come out and submit to arrest, and to
warn that large-calibre arms would be used if ttielynot do so.

(b) To use recoilless gun if necessary if theleéato submit to arrest peacefully

And that it be done before dark.

Here, | will tell you what is important.ahd some of the Revolutionary Council members did
not take part in the discussion and decision ferakplosion which destroyed the building. Only
when | enquired on hearing a very loud bang like ¢kplosion of a big bomb on July 8 morning
did | learn that the union building had been dyrtathi There were also quite a number of
Revolutionary Council members who knew of it onfieathey heard that explosion. However, all
members of the Security Council composed of soméhef Revolutionary Council members,
Security Council Chairman Colonel Kyaw Soe who t@ekponsibility for security, all security
council members and all officials in charge of séguwere at the broadcasting station. Those
persons were Security Council Chairman Colonel K$neg, Colonel Hla Han, Colonel Saw Myint,
Colonel Ba Ni and from among officers Intelligerelonel

Maung Lwin and Chief of Police U Ba Aye. There walso many others present. When | called

1+ http://www.burmalibrary.org/reg.burma/archived®®11/msg00329.html.
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Bo Kyaw Soe and asked of what | had learned ofifstruction of the union building on July 8, he
(Bo Kyaw Soe) replied that when | said on July &remg that recoilless gun could be used in
necessary in apprehending the ring leaders in tienbuilding, he had thought that he was being
told to destroy the union building and had therefdestroyed it. That being the case with the
acceptance of the concept of collective leaderghip,statement by Revolutionary Council leader
which included the words "Sword with sword and speigh spear” was broadcast.

Three or four months later | heard thatign correspondent circles were saying that | gave
the order to destroy the union building while | wdrsink. | told Bo Kyaw Soe that | alone was
being accused as the culprit who ordered the dggiruwhile | was drunk, and asked him to tell
me about the incidents of July 7. Then only didkB@aw Soe say he would tell the truth. He said
that, previously, soon after the Revolutionary Goluemerged, some differences of opinion had
appeared and that he was trying to cover thatTupe fact was that one of those at the broadcasting
station on July 7 had said that the union buildivag becoming a rebel headquarters and declared
that it would be good to have it destroyed and twhether or not to destroy it was discussed.
Finally, he (Bo Kyaw Soe) said, it was decidedetiorhe know about it and to destroy the building if
| agreed.

Bo Aung Gyi had said he would go and submit itBogyoke' and bring a reply as to whether it
was agreed or not. He (Bo Aung Gyi) left in a tzking Ko Hla Han along. Later, Bo Aung Gyi
returned to the broadcasting station and claimed iBogyoke' had agreed. The group at the
broadcasting station
collected explosive materials and destroyed thédimg. After getting that answer, | called the
Revolutionary Council member excluding Bo Aung @Gwd told them that Bo Aung Gyi, without
submitting to me and without asking my opinion bald the group at the broadcasting station that |
had agreed to the destruction of the building.

After learning the truth, | called Bo Aung Gyitay office and told him that | had discovered that
he had claimed that | agreed to destroying thedimgl So | told Bo Aung Gyi--if you want to be
leader and think you can lead | will get out; dget out or do you get out? Decide, | told him. He
said he would
get out. He went back to his room and tendereddsignation.

| will provide evidence to support my statements:

First evidence: Beginning with second line ogga4 of Bogyoke Aung Gyi's letter dated 9 May
1988 --the person called Bogyoke Aung Gyi who beedhe culprit heard Bo Hla Han tell Rector
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Sayagyi U Kar who was temporarily staying at a lalog near Inya Lake Hotel when he went

along to Bogyoke's House with Bo Hla Han and drdpipeat that house that permission had been
obtained to destroy the union building and ventucedall Bo Kyaw Soe at the broadcasting station
on the phone and asked that the matter be delakie e took the matter up with "Bogyoke’; but

when he arrived at Bogyoke's house he did noB@fjyoke anything; but he claims to have tried

to stop the matter in a devious way--that is thet vidence from what he had written.

Second evidence: When | called those aoeceand asked them to write down what they
knew to be true, there was in what Colonel Hla ldabmitted—I have his letter with me--in line
four, page 5 of his letter "Bogyoke Aung Gyi alsowed at that time. When there was talk about
the union, (he said)

Wait, | will go and submit it to "Bogyoke-gyi' arasgk for orders, and taking me along, started out.
On the way we dropped by to call on Sayagyi U Khpwas at Colonel Tin Soe's house. He also
talked about the number of students killed andregu’

"At that time, | also told the Sayagyi about fhan to destroy the union building. Afterwardss th
two of us proceeded to Bogyokegyi's house. Bogybdleg Gyi reported the situation when we
met Bogyoke. The union building matter was notMmat he submitted. We got into the car to
return.”

"In the car, | reminded him "Bogyoke, that mattas not been included." Bogyoke Aung Gyi said
‘Let it be' and | kept quiet. When we got backhe broadcasting station, | heard Bogyoke Aung
Gyi say Okay' to Colonel Kyaw Soe"--those arephants.

So, these two points are, as | said eafhbat were told to others without my knowledge but
as if | knew; as if | had asked them to, and otliestroyed it as they had been told that | agreed.
So, taking the
above-mentioned points into consideration, | cotellby asking the entire people to judge for

themselves who the real culprit was in the destvoaif the union building. (Applause)
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DOCUMENT 15: Peace Eludes U Thant

True Story written by former leader of Student Mments in Burma, Henry Soe Winl

U Thant gave ten year of his life working for pea®d goodwill among men, but he himself
become the subject of a bloodbath that sent shaslesvacross the Burmese capital of Rangoon.
What made this sad irony of history even saddertiatsthe famous mediator could barely utter a
word as his body lay inert and helpless while blflodved freely and violence raged unchecked
around him----in his own motherland to which he fiadlly returned to rest in peace.

U THANT had served as Burma’s representative inlth#ed Nations for three years before being
unanimously elected to the post of the world’ hgghleody. This calm, serene-looking statesman,
the first Asian to be entrusted with “ the most oagible job in the world 7, as his predecessor
Trygvie Lie puts it, had dedicated hid life to wanff the scourge of war and hunger and to promote
peace and goodwill among mankind.

For his dedication, he had won accolades fromvie#sians and Westerners alike. Upon his death
on November 25, 1974 at the age of 65, a Thai §orslinistry Spokesman had said : “ Thailand is
very proud of U THANT for his contribution to worlgeace. The Thai Government recognises and
praises his dedication...... " President Gerald Ford &.A. had called him : “ Above all...... , man
of peace ".

Unprecedented honours were bestowed upon U THAN&nwie become the first person to lie in
state at the UN Headquarters, his body being on foe 24 hours. The UN flag was flown at half-
mast and an emergency meeting was postponed foo@4 in honour of U THANT.

The Burmese people were extremely proud of U THAM@ when his remains were flown in from
New York on December I, 1974, a huge throng padRadgoon’s Mingaladon Airport to receive
the casket. There were U THANT's relatives, foremgjplomats, students, monks, and laymen.
However, the people who were most conspicuous &y #bsence were the high-ranking members
of the regime which rules U THANT’s motherland.

Murmurs of indignation and shock rippled througk tttowd over the apparent discourtesy. There
were soon to find further evidence that the regtaes not intend to give more than a perfunctory
treatment to the remains of this illustrious sorBafma, and that the much-expected state funeral

would never materialise.

! Burma Digest. http://burmadigest.wordpress.com/20D@5/peace-eludes-u-thant/
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In stark contrast to the unprecedented honoursvetat the UN.U THANT’s body lay under a
hastily built pavilion in the middle of a dust-blaywsun-scorched suburban field which was
formerly the Rangoon Turf Club. It is know callduket Kyaikkasan Grounds and is used as an
assembly site for government-engineered rallies.

With a “ guard of honour ”, consisting of a handffl callous Red Cross youths, U THANT’s
remains had lain for four days at the kyaikkasaau@ds during which rime thousands of people,
including diplomats, had flocked to this distargldi to pay their respects. December 5th, was
marked for U THANT’s funeral and internment at tgandaw cemetery, about four miles to the
west.

By that day, students form Rangoon’s colleges, emsities and institutes had formed funeral
committees and approached bus associations forohibeises to accompany the funeral cortege.
They were, however, courteously informed by the bpsrators that the regime had expressly
forbidden them to hire any buses in connection WItRHANT’s funeral.

Undeterred by this, the students then decided ltp @& the Rangoon Arts & Science University
(RASU) for a long trek to the Kyaikkasan Groundsidents form various colleges, institutes and
universities poured into the RASU campus amidsechand there were fresh bursts of cheers and
elation when the Rangoon Institute of Technologyshts appeared on the scene with a few old
Dodge Jeeps and loudspeakers.

This gathering has another significance for theletis. It was the first time that the students had
assembled in thousands since the Ne Win regimendiy®a the Students’ Union building on the
campus on July 7, 1962, killing scores of studemt® were to the building. Many more were
mowed down by machine guns when the march towdreKtaikkassan Grounds. Through the
loudspeakers, the students announced to the hwyed cof people who lined the route: “Dear
respected elders, we, the students, are on outavagy our tribute and accompany our beloved U
THANT’ the Architect of Peace, on his last jourriey.

The sympathetic crowd cheered the students and wang busy providing refreshments to the
marching students.

Shortly past noon on December 5th, the studenigedriat the Kyaikkasan Grounds and stood at
attention on the dusty ground in the swelteringthdde student representatives from each
institution of learning, laid their wreaths and ghaheir respects to U THANT's remains. The
students then stood at attention while Buddhistkedegan chanting prayers and performing other

funeral rites.
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The burning heat and the dust-swept shelter-lesesgghere had, however, served only to intensify
the gnawing dissatisfaction and resentment agtiesshabby and perfunctory treatment meted out
to U THANT's remains by the “regime”. “Why, why, ey thought, “could the authorities not
accord U THANT's state funeral? ” Whispered coreitin was taking place among the students’
leaders and the public sensed there was tensibe iair.

The staid and mournful atmosphere suddenly shdtighen the students shouted: “A mausoleum
for the Father of Peace, that's our goal.” The siitsl had decided to take matters into their own
hands to give their beloved U THANT a funeral befg a world’s statesman and an illustrious son
of Burma.

Using the loudspeakers, mounted on the Dodge asdgpgeir command post, the students requested
everyone to leave the pavilion. The students theramed into the pavilion and took their position
around the casket. Through the loudspeaker, theguarted to the public that they were going to
take U THANT's casket to the Rangoon Arts & Sciend@versity campus and built a “peace”
mausoleum for U THANT.

In order to request permission from U THANT’s ralas, his elder brother U KHANT was invited
to confer with the students’ representatives. U KHA however, cautioned the students against
taking any rash action and urged the studentsonattiagonize against the Government. Meanwhile
there were clamours from the students and the @ubliescort the body to the University. U
THANT’s casket then passed from shoulder to shoude lain atop the roof of a Toyota pick-up
truck draped with wreaths. The procession led bglestts and Buddhist monks then wound its way
to the University grounds.

U THANT's casket was taken to the Convocation téélthe university and placed on a dais where
monks chanted prayers and students kept a vigil theeremains. The sprawling campus was filled
with sea of humanity as people from all over thly came to pay their respects to U THANT.
Outside the Convocation Hall, the students took atop a bonnet of a car to deliver “Hyde-park
style” speeches against the regime.

“They call it democracy, but what they are actualyng benefits only a single party”. “On behalf
of the people who are now facing hunger and povesti we, the students, would like to ask the
Government: Please care to look down from yourhtsigdo not ignore the people’s suffering and
waste your time in buying cars and building bungaldor yourselves.”

A young college girl ended her speech with thesedaid’l am deeply moved and overwhelmed by

this opportunity to exercise the democratic freeddrapeech. Should | be imprisoned for opening
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my heart to the injustices perpetrated by the regitmen so be it. | would then take consolation in
the fact that | shall at least be assured of regukals in the future.”

The huge crowd gave repeated and thunderous osadi®speaker after speaker stepped onto the
makeshift podium, announced their names and thetutes of learning they belong to, and
proceeded to roundly denounce the Government. Hople had finally found a voice which
echoed their feelings they had never dared to sespiéhey listened with awe and fear to the winds
to speak on behalf of the down-trodden a and piatileasses who had for thirteen long years
suffered unwonted hardships, privations and oppesat the hands of a tyrannical regime. Old
wounds, which had never healed during these mikesadars, opened anew and held profusely as
workers and people from all walks of life joinec tstudents to express their sufferings.

Meanwhile, the students had formed an “ad hoc” faineommittee and announced to the public
that they had sent a letter to the Government ddmgra state funeral for U THANT and that if no
reply was received by 4 p.m., the students, with ltkelp of the people, would make their own
funeral arrangements and build a “peace” mausolEuny THANT. The speakers then resumed
their “Hyde-Park” style speeches keeping one eyéherclock. This was on December 6, one day
after U THANT’s remains were brought to the Unaigy.

When the deadline approached and the students thahthe Government had turned a deaf ear to
their demands, the students become more deterrtorgelahead with their plans.

Suddenly, the university campus bustled with a f/@ctivity. While speeches continued inside
the Convocation Hall where U THANT’s body lay iratd, scores of students were clearing the site
of the dynamited old Students’ Union building wheéine mausoleum was to be built. Rangoon
Institute of Technology students went to work dragvidesigns for the mausoleum and donations
were being solicited from willing donors who, in nyacases, took off their necklaces, rings,
bangles and other valuable personal taken fromutiieersity library extension site, were being
passed from hand to hand to the mausoleum site.

The extent of public sympathy was most touchingindnstrated when and old lady, her face
wrinkled with age and her body frail and bent, méwaess insisted that she be allowed to carry a
brick to the site as a token of merit. Public supglid not end there either. Thousands of food
parcels were donated by all and sundry, even flumd who could hardly afford two square meals
a day for themselves. There was one food parcethwbontained all that the poor donor could
afford: a bundle of cooked rice and a single bandre students were deeply moved, but,

nevertheless, ate the meal heatrtily.
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At the mausoleum site, bleary-eyed architectural angineering students worked day night to
keep construction work rolling. At the Convocatidtfall, a student suicide squad with red
headbands kept vigil. There were also combined seafmstudents and people vigilantes at all
strategic places across the campus. A few governames were detected and were bashed up by
the students.

In the meantime, more food parcels came pourintpiprovide nourishment for the weary and
exhausted students. Some of the parcels bore teafating: “Young brothers, we believe and
appreciate that what you are doing is just andtriDb keep up the good work right to the end.” In
the satellite city of Okkalapa, about 6 miles frdowntown, the people put a police station, which
had been repeatedly harassing a citizen committlecting food parcels from sympathetic
residents from the area,

On December 7th, U THANT's relatives invited rememtives from students and monks for a
meeting. There were seven student’s representatiwesmonks, U THANT’s younger brother U
THAUNG, and U THANT’s son-in-law, Dr. TIN MYINT OODuring the meeting, U THANT's
brother produced a letter from the Government aggeéo provide an alternative site for U
THANT’ mausoleum. The site was to be at the CaneminGarden, near the famed Shwe Dagon
Pagoda. He also said that the Government had agmtdd take any reprisals against the students.
However there was no mention of the demand madééystudents for a state funeral for U
THANT. U THAUNG also urged that funeral rites shdlllegin next day at noon. U THANT’s son-
in-law said that he had already drawn plans for aisoleum and asked for co-operation from
students.
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U Thant's coffin resting on the site of the Burmese Buddhism, the U.N. & the banned
|'nr_mcr Rangeon University Students’ Union [lighting peacock flag of the All-Burma Students'
building flanked by the flags of (from lefty Union

The participants then agreed to decide by a mgjdatision on two alternative courses of action:-

I. Whether to intern U THANT’s remains at the Camtent Garden after a temporary lying-in-state
at the Peace Mausoleum,

2. Whether to go ahead with the internment at tleacp Mausoleum which was nearing
completion.

From the meeting, it transpired that; out of eleymrticipants, seven of them, including U
THANT’s relatives, two monks’ representatives ahdee student’s representatives had agreed to
the first point. Therefore the majority decisioreyailed, and the Government announced that U
THANT’s remains would be interned at the Cantonnt@atden.

The four dissenting students felt that the wishihaf majority of students and people were for the
second proposal and, jading from later events, tygyarently felt the pulse of the people and
students correctly.

At 12 noon on December 8, tens of thousands of lgeopnverged on the university campus and
thousands more lined the route leading to the Qamémt Garden. However there were other
developments taking place on the campus.

As agreed, U THANT's casket was taken from the @aation Hall to the Peace Mausoleum
where U THANT's relatives and the general publicidpgheir last tribute. After this an

68



4.1 Students, Society and Politics in Burma/MyanmBocuments and Essays

announcement was made over a loudspeaker thab#ketcwould be escorted to the Cantonment
Garden for burial. Immediately this was announcedoud roar comes from the student body
enjoining: “Please do not remove U THANT’s remafram the campus? Then, from the public
side, came an equally response concurring witlhwvibbes of the students.

As a result, U THANT'’s remains were interned at Beace Mausoleum and a large UN flag was
draped over it. At this a deafening cheer eruptethfeveryone present and the cry: “Victory,
Victory “echoed across the campus.

That night, the state-owned Burma Broadcasting iSerdenounced the students for reneging on
their agreement and declared that the studentgdrel against the wishes of U THANT's relatives.
Further, it charged that the students had illegadlgd the government’s construction materials and
that the People’s Construction Corporation had éoldg complaint with the police and asked the
government to take action against the studentsth&umore, the radio said, the university
authorities had also lodged a complaint againsutreuthorized use of the University site to build
the mausoleum. Thus, the legal groundwork wasf@idjovernment action in the language of an
authoritarian regime; this means nothing less ttienuse of battle-hardened soldiers, machine
guns, armoured cars and bayonets.

After the radio announcement, the students tigliteheir vigilance Student suicide squads keep
vigil near the mausoleum. They were joined by Buskdimonks, male and female university
students and member of the public who where readgatrifice their lives and waited for the
Doomsday. But it never came.....at least for the mertdays. Thus, the weariness and exhaustion
during the past four hectic days made them relai thgilance and produced an illusion that things
were going will in their favour. But unknown to the Ne Win’s forces were surreptitiously and
systematically at work for a bloody reprisal.

There was a two-day lull and during this time statged news papers and the radio kept up a
constant barrage of denunciations against the stsidéore ominously, the military and its
intelligence arms, the Military Intelligence Semjquietly and systematically cordoned off the area
around the campus but out of sight of the studedtsone was allowed to enter4 the area and
everyone trying to leave the area was intercepteldjaestioned.

Doomsday arrived at 2 a.m. on Decembef.1A huge road building machine ( some witnesses
described it as an excavator ) smashed the uny'srsnassive iron gate and battle-ready troops
and police stormed onto the campus with bayonetedoand lobbing canisters of tear gas. With the

monster machine serving as a juggernaut, a detathohéroops made their way to the mausoleum
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while the rest the army personnel used force tadawp each and every found on the campus.

The scene at the mausoleum was even more violehtragic. The soldiers bayoneted everyone
who stood in the way trying to prevent the gianthiae from smashing the mausoleum to exhume
U THANT’s remains. Some brave hearts, includind giudents, clung to the tomb as the flowed
freely around the tomb of this gentle, soft-spokean who had abhorred violence and who had
devoted so much of his life to the prevention agskation of violence.

Fleets of army trucks were brought in and the deatiwounded students, monks and laymen alike
were flung callously onto the trucks and carted yawihose not injured, were herded onto the
coverless trucks and made to squat on their sto@heh corner of the truck, their machine guns
pointing at the hapless prisoners in a scene regeni of war movies. The scene lasted until eight
o’clock in the morning when the last of the detamevere taken away to the Insein Jail, six miles
from the scene of carnage.

The same day, as word spread around Rangoon ofndssacre and the desecration of the
mausoleum, emotions ran wild among the populacesipg violence and destruction in its wake.
The people, who had lived in an atmosphere of fatish and subdued anger, gave vent to their
feelings and violence spread across the lengthbaeadth of Rangoon. Their first targets were,
naturally, the Burma Socialist Programme Party (BS#hit offices, which were the symbols of the
much-hated regime. Next to this came other stateedvbuildings, such as cinemas, police stations,
a confectionery, and other state-owned buildindsware smashed up or put to the torch.

As expected, retaliation came swift and sure, aiti predictable savagery. The sound of G-3
machine gun fire echoed across the city as thogsahdoldiers, mostly from minority indigenous
races, were unleashed on the defenseless public.

IORangoon was transformed into a war zone as tankisarmoured personnel carries rumbled
through the streets and scores of people were maleeth by the machine guns. The dead were
carted off in army trucks and thousands of peomeewounded up. Martial law was declared and
dusk-to-dawn curfew clamped on the city. Summaiglsrwere held and many were sentenced
from 3 to 5 years on charges of destruction of igyiroperty.

But it did not end right there. The government nheste its revenge. The much-dreaded and hated
Military Intelligence Service (MIS) swooped on themes of suspected students and people. Even
young high school students were not spared. Mad/ttheir homes and families to go into hiding.
Some had joined the anti-government forces in theglps and some had sought refuge in the

neighbouring countries even at the risk of beirgsied as illegal immigrants and thrown back into
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the lion’s jaws. For these youths, all the yeaesy/thad devoted to their studies, and all the money
their parents had spent on their education had ¢comeught.

If the future seems bleak and uncertain for themeng men and women, what of those who are
languishing in jails? How long could their comradgand by with folded arms and remain silent,
especially when the people look forward to thentheslast resort to help save the country from
rack and ruin? That is why there will always beureing protests, and bloodsheds as long as there
is misery, poverty, injustice and oppression. Thmdeed, is what is happening at the moment. As
recently as June 5, 1975 thousands of studentkewmm@nd monks took to the streets again,
demanding that their comrades and other peopleel@mased from incarceration, and that the
government do something to alleviate the deteiiogativing conditions of the people.

Knowing very well that violent means would again beployed to suppress them, they sought
safety in the hallowed sanctuary of Burma’s harmés. Tanks, armoured personnel carriers and
soldiers were again brought out and the protestbsm@sght go a swift and bloody end. More arrests
followed.

Before concluding this article, | should like to keaone point clear to the readers in order to dlispe
any misunderstanding regarding the motives beliadXt THANT incident.

The first point is that it was not due to any poét machinations. It was wholly motivated by a
sense of patriotism that honour should be accoméabse to whom honour is due. If a government
under a parliamentary democracy had treated U THANMains likewise, the students had taken
such a serious turn was entirely due to the regiratitude to defy the popular will of the people.
Another factor, is that the mismanagement of thentry for more than a decade, has reduced the
country’s economy to shambles and millions of peapike suffering from countless hardships and
miseries which they were never accustomed to. Tlera perennial shortage of even basic
necessities of life, like rice, meat, sugar, clothietc.

Whatever is available is being sold by black-mag&et at exorbitant prices. Unemployment is rife
and those who are fortunate enough to get a job aameasly 12 baths a day. Old and weed-
blackened buildings are a common sight and rubliitgied the street. Only a trickle of tourists
visits Burma.

The third factor is the suspension of the demacriadedom of speech, assembly, criticism, etc.
some would call it a suspension of human rightschticism, etc. Some would call it a suspension
of human rights. No criticism against the regimielsology, economic policy or other important

matters is tolerated. All media are under stateeyaimp and even these are subject to censorship.
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All forms of dissent, violent or peaceful, are miessly crushed by the power of the gun.

Given these conditions, one may ask how long canrégime suppress the recurring popular
discontent, and how many citizens must die andgaonds more languish in jails before Rangoon
really becomes the City of the “end of strife “, ialh is what Rangoon (or Yangon) means in
Burmese.

Indeed, one may well wonder4, when will Burma wathits rice, teak, gold, diamonds and other
precious stones and minerals, and more importaailythe black gold which has recently been
found in abundant quantities on and off Burma’sstothe magnificent sceneries and historical
sites; when will these ever be rationally utilizaad exploited to bring back the lost prosperity to
the country and smiles on the faces of the hapmrgo-lucky people of Burma?

Henry Soe Win
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DOCUMENT 16: Tin Maung Oo, A Rose In December 74

By Maung Maung Taik1

It was in our adulthood. We young people appreadyihad long hair, bell-bottom pants and long-
sleeved shirts for a couple of years. At the same,twe were introduced to dynamic music songs
on the radio. And not only songs, but also seledsé sports such as judo and karate attracted the
youth. We had some challenges among ourselveghandighting followed. It became a tradition
in that period. Basically, it was rude behaviorwéwer, with those actions, they vented their anger
at the so-called Socialist regime that had undcefeen their military uniforms and cracked down
on the people.

During that time, we university students were pufprison. One of my prison mates, a lawyer
called Kyaw Linn, named that period "the long-hdinevolution” because over 2000 of the
students who participated in the U Thant demornstratad long hair. Actually, we not only had
style, which changes over time, but also activities the country and people. To give some
examples, we participated in June 1974 labor stiiké student demonstrations.

| sometimes think about those activities and amimded of someone. He is Ko Tin Maung Oo, a
Chin ethnic student who was the first politicalspner to face the death sentence after the Sacialis
military junta took power in 1962.

| can still hear his speech. "Look back at the y862. Students were brave enough to participate in
political activities---". Under the hot afternoours holding a microphone in one hand and standing
on a car, he talked to students. It was durindtféhant demonstration. The junta had been jealous
of U Thant, a Burmese diplomat who became Secr&aneral of the United Nations (from 1961 to
1971). The junta was running the country into igma and economic ruin; U Thant was receiving
international respect for his handling of variouses during the Cold War era. After he died in
New York, his body was flown back to Rangoon, g junta ordered that no state official should
meet the body and he would be simply buried likg ather ordinary person. His body was
disrespectfully laid out at an old racetrack. Tkege and we students became angry with the junta
and gathered there. The sun was on our heads. \Methieking about what to do next, when we
heard someone shout. "Now, we students are goingattage the funeral!” It was Ko Tin Maung

Oo. The crowd applauded his announcement and fofiveo Red Cross members who were near

! http://www.aappb.org/article11.html.
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the corpse left. Students took responsibility folding a dignified funeral.

Thus, on December 10, 1974, we were put in prismmdpposition to the government. Over 5000
people were arrested and about 520 were sentendedrtto ten years imprisonment.

Ko Tin Maung Oo was not included in the arrestswileer, in prison, there were plenty of rumours
about him: He was shot dead, he had betrayed tlderst activities, he had joined an ethnic armed
group etc. Within two years, while prison condisBodeteriorated, he was arrested and sent to the
prison with other student leaders.

Strikes began after the junta made a new constitudinnouncing that there were no political
prisoners. It meant that we were not political @nisrs anymore and we had to behave like criminal
prisoners. The labor unionists and student acsivigtiuding high school students inside the prison
rejected the authorities' idea and refused thgustiorders. We decided that our next step would be
a hunger strike. Consequently, the prison auttesricracked down on us brutally. We were beaten
and pulled out to the cells on death row. Somesgbassed out. 5 to 8 of us were put in the 8" x 12’
cells. We secretly planned to continue the hursfyeke until we died. We were all very young,
aged between I5 and 25 years old.

The experience was totally terrible. The weathes tvat and we weren't allowed change of dress.
For the toilet, there were only two bowls at thenew of the cell. Those two bowls were full and
overflowed with urine. The cells were very smallve® had to stand up.

Eight people were given the death sentence. Kovlanng Oo was one. They were fed good rice
with thick pea curry in the morning and meat cumryhe evening. They shared their quota with the
prison staffs and sometimes with us. However, wiendit want to take those special meals from the
people who were waiting to be killed.

One day, one of the cell-mates who went outsideldan the toilet bowl came back with a letter
from Tin Maung Oo. He used to talk with his closerids while pretending he was exercising. He
was handsome as he had a tight muscular body atithyrekin. While exercising in short pants, he
was like a beauty king.

While we started to read the letter about the husgée in Hall 3, a prison officer came in and
seized it. We shouted at him as he beat our friemal had brought the letter. The staff also shouted
at us from the corridor. Tin Maung Oo arrived neaithen. "Give the letter to me!" he ordered the
staff, who handed it to him. After reading the detthe chewed and swallowed it. And then, he
challenged the staff in a karate position, "What you going to do to me? Do you dare to kill me?

"We saw it clearly as it happened right in fronoof cell. The arrogant staff dared not say angthin
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and ran away.

Tin Maung Oo said, "There is a hunger strike inliBalYou guys need to participate. | don't know
whether I'll be executed or moved to another pfateen he ran away, the muscles on his back
covered in sweat. It made him like a stone stdtweas the last time we saw him.

Two weeks later at 4 a.m. in the morning, we hesmsheone shout. It was him. "Go ahead my
comrades. | want to say goodbye" The words wereheaent because the prison staff were crying
out loudly. They did not want the rest of us torh&mn Maung Oo. But | heard him and grit my
teeth while | held the iron bar. My heart was niwbrsg anymore and | cried although | tried to
control myself.

Later, | gently approached the two criminals whotdeeakfast. They said, "Tin Maung Oo said
goodbye to you all. However, the staff yelled aleund you were not able to hear him."

Tin Maung Oo who had said goodbye to us was notetide another hall or prison for a moment.
He was sent to the place where we could not reagidén. The authorities hanged him, destroying a
future prominent leader who opposed the junta. Hewnehis portrait is still alive in the hearts of
current student activists as he bravely gave fasfdir his beliefs. The hero of the December 1974
student movement will be alive within the histofittie country as there is a saying, "Martyrs never
die”.
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4. 1988 until 2007

DOCUMENT 17: Excerpts from Aung San Suu Kyi's Speele at Shwedagon-
Pagoda, 26.8.1988

Reverend monks and people! This public rally iseadmat informing the whole world of the will of
die people. Therefore at this mass rally die pesplauld be disciplined and united to demonstrate
the very fact that they are a people who can baplised and united. Our purpose is to show that
the entire people entertain die keenest desira faulti-party democratic system of government.

It is the students who have paved the way to teegmt situation where it is possible to hold such a
rally. The occasion has been made possible bectheserecent demonstrations have been
spearheaded by the students and even more betayskave shown their willingness to sacrifice
their lives. | therefore request you all to obseaveninute‘s silence in order to show our deepest
respect for those students who have lost theis|sed, even more, in order to share the merit of
their deeds among all of us. So while doing thésape keep perfect silence for the duration of one
minute. -

| believe that all the people who have assemble@ have without exception come with the
unshakeable desire to strive for and win a multypdemocratic system. In order to arrive at this
objective, all the people should march united irdisciplined manner towards the goal of
democracy. [.]

Another thing which some people have been sayitigaisl know nothing of Burmese politics. The
trouble is that | know too much. My family knowssbehow complicated and tricky Burmese
politics can be and how much my father had to suffe this account. He expended much mental
and physical effort in the cause of Burma's paditigithout personal gain. That is why my father
said that once Burma's independence was gainedduddwiot want to take part in the kind of
power politics that would follow.

Since my father had no such desire | too have awanted to place myself at a distance from this
kind of politics. Because of that | have kept awaym politics. Some might then ask why, if |

wished lo stay out of politics, should | now beodtxed in this movement. The answer is that the

! Speech to a Mass Rally at the Shwedagon Pagadaiung San Suu Kyi (1991freedom from Fear and Other
Writing. Foreword by Vaclav Havel. Edited with an introdoatiby Michael Aris. London [u.a.], Penguin Books. p
198-204.
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present crisis is the concern of the entire nationould not as my father's daughter remain
indifferent to all that was going on. This natiowaikis could in fact be called the second struggle

for national independence. [...]

| have a few things to say about the students wdnee lbeen at the forefront of this nationwide
movement. The students are most able. They hagadirdemonstrated their physical courage. |
believe that they will now go on to demonstratarth@ral and mental ability. May | appeal to the
students to continue to march forward .with die sdamd of unity and resolve? At this moment
there are a number of student groups. | wouldthier groups to come together as a unified body. |
understand that they are soon going to call a cenée for this purpose. Should this occasion arise
may | pray that it will result in an entire cohasiand unity of the students.

Some students have asked me which politicianstaneling behind me. They are apprehensive that
such politicians might manipulate me and then taker die students. | am happy that the students
have been so open and honest with me. Young peopldrank and free from deviousness. |
answered them truthfully. There are no politicif@hind me. What | am trying to do is to help
achieve the democratic system of government whiehpeople want. For die achievement of this
system, there are some veteran politicians who vigsihelp me in various ways | have told such
politicians that if their object is to obtain pasits of political power for themselves, | would not
support them in any way. Should these politiciamg to obtain positions of political power |

promise in front of this assembly of people thatyiself will not hesitate to denounce them. [...]
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DOCUMENT 18: Excerpts from Megan Clymer ,Min Ko Nai ng, Conqueror of

Kings’: Burma’s Stuzht Prisoner.“

A Student Union

Aung San Suu Kyi initially played no role in thendecracy movement. She had first returned to
Burma to care for her ailing mother. However, afteéinessing the 8-8-88 uprisings, and with her
father's memory in mind, she was unable to remaimvolved. Initially, she put out a statement
calling for an independent committee to overseetirpalty elections. Encouraged by others, on
August 26 she addressed more than half a millicoplgein front of the Shwedagon Pagoda,
characterizing the national crisis as “the secdandygle for independence.”[...]

At her speech, Min Ko Naing invited leaders of #agious student groups, including Minzayya of
the All Myanmar Federation of Student Unions (AMBS&ahd Maung Maung Kyaw from the,
Burma Youth Liberation Front (BYLF), to a meetingetfollowing day to plan the first student
congress in twenty six years. Aung Saw Oo, a stuttem the 1970s generation, says he was
excited when he heard about it. His generationtoflents “were always trying to [revive] the
ABFSU, but then it was not like it was in 1988. Tpeople were not ready in the 1970s, the
political situation was not mature then.” While rgastudent groups existed in Burma, and were
represented at the meeting, the ABFSU was considiie most dominant because it was well-
known and intended to “unite all the students witBurma under one banner (Aye Kyaw 1993:
63).“ The organization was originally pyramidal structure, with students organized at the
township, district, and national levels. At the nneg the students decided Min Ko Naing should
be the temporary chairman of the ABFSU until studsections could be held. He was chosen
because of his charisma, “because he is very Hedpfii flexible, polite and not aggressive, and is
respected by all the people,” says Aung Saw OowBe also chosen “because of his name,” says
Aung Din, “he is really famous among the people] amost people were familiar with Min Ko
Naing.”

! Megan Clymer (2003) ,Min Ko Naing, ,Conqueror of igs’: Burma’s Student Prisoner.” Idournal of Burma
Studies8: pp. 33-63.
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Paw Oo Tun in 1989

On the following day, August 28, 1988, the ABFSUsteal the ABFSU on the RASU Campus.
Thousands of people attended. As Chairman Min KingNgjave the opening address, which
according to Thu Rein, “everyone liked;" he receivthe loudest applause from the audience” Min
Ko Naing described a metaphorical wall built by B®PP in the 1962 coup. “In the beginning the
wall was too thick - we could not destroy it,” haids “But, from 1962 to 1988 our older brothers
and sisters have been trying to destroy this vixdire and more cracks have appeared in the wall
Since that day in 1962. Now the wall is weak enqufjive unite, and push down the wall, it will
totally crumble and fall down.*”

Min Ko Naing closed with his poem entitled “Faitife spoke excitedly* remembers

Thu Rein. As he read each line of the poem, thevedarepeated after him:

Faith

In memory of our comrades,
Who have sacrificed their lives for our nationalisa,
I make this pledge of faith.

In this unfinished revolution,
Should my blood be not red enough,
Splash your blood over mc
As a potion to make me brave.

In this unfinished revolution,
Should my soul be gripped with fear,
Be hesitant and lack courage,
Let your souls enter into mine
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And steer me along.

In this unfinished revolution,
Should |
Become traitor to our proud people
And act inconsiderately and recklessly
With your firm
Peacock hands
Crush and punish mc.

In this unfinished revolution,
Should | have to sacrifice my life hail-way
It is no sorrow to leave this world.
As a duty fulfilled, | will believe
My soul enhanced with joy,
And holding up our peacock flag flapping in the @/in
I will come to where you are.
Welcome me with open arms.

Min Ko Naing

“I still hear those words," says Thu Rein. As tlodyanted his poem, Min Ko Naing made an oath to
the memory of the students who had sacrificed hais for democracy, and pledged to the people
before him that he would never give up their fightil democracy and human rights were restored
to the people. “The people loved that speech,” Jdys Rein, and it marked the time when “even
the old politicians recognized him as a studentiéed The crowd left the meeting singing the
union song and carrying the union flag. Suppor@red them outside, and the streets became full

with the people of the city.
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DOCUMENT 19: Two Interviews with Ko Ko Gyi

Democratic Voice of Burma Interview with Ko Ko Gyi after his release Thu Mar 17, 2005
“We cannot build our country with anger and selfisss” - Kyo Kyo Gyi

Ko Ko Gyi: “In fact, hatred and selfishness are emd@\nger does control the person who keeps it
and it spreads and burns the surrounding areascdMe not build our country with anger and
selfishness. If we strongly believe that and buayréd and selfishness, we should start to meet,
discuss and cooperate for the sake of future otountry and people. That is the main thing. Even
a student like me who had been detained for a fiong has the desire that strong, why can’t other
people have that feeling also? | do hope and belileat it is possible for sure.

As for my political belief, | want a peaceful anch@oth political transition. | have been trying to
make that possible throughout my life. | still les# in this. Politics is an art. It is very subtfau
can't sort problems unilaterally by violent mea@sly when all the parties concerned in politics
work together with great compassion and patienceilavthe future of the country be peaceful and
beautiful — that is what | believe.

Moe Aye: You had spent around 14 years in prisamyBu feel aggrieved by this? Are you angry
for the losses?

Ko Ko Gyi: “When | was detained initially, | wasdkng rather frustrated. After passing many
months and years — some military intelligence agsatd something when we were at interrogation
centre. They said how much they loved the counit their lives and how much they sacrificed
their lives and the like! | was able to have a @®ato show how much | love my country and my
people by sacrificing all my youth, my family anocgl life — that is how | regard myself.

Moe Aye: Student leader Min Ko Naing is now fregdw Min, Htay Kywe and now you are freed.
You all spent 13,14,15 years in prison. Have yoer ¢éivough at the beginning of your detention that
you would be detained that long?

Ko Ko Gyi: “It is true that | never thought thatdould be imprisoned that long. The reason is —
there were times when we were very surprised byathborities’ actions. Our actions were meant
to solve political problems of our country peaclkfullhey gave us 20 years for our activities in
1988.

Then, they read out the release warrant that afydle of the prison that | was to be released after
serving 10 years of my sentence with general amnddten, they extended my sentence and
continued to detain me with Act 10A. | was verymsiged by that for sure. Whatever you say, these
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things had happened. My personal feelings when eoedpto the situation of more than 50 million
people, sacrifice and loss like mine are not veryswal. | believe that | have to pay for this with
content. | am ready to continue to pay for this.

Moe Aye: If the new generation of Burmese studasted you what have you done to deserve life
sentence — what would you say?

Ko Ko Gyi: “If | have to tell the new generation sfudents about this, they will feel that it is
unbelievably like a mythical story. The reason is#f + have to talk about what we did in the
circumstance at the time and the punishment we gi@en, | think the students will ask me with

suspicion whether we are telling the truth.

Interview with MIZZIMA (No Date)
Topics: 8888 uprising and Ko Ko Gyi.

Mizzima: Tell us of your involvement in the 8888 upising?

KKG: Basically on September 5, 1987, demonetizatibrcurrency notes affected the grassroots
level and people were annoyed and grumbled anddsb dfelt that in our country nothing can be
guaranteed because hard-earned money became rdebgEte one having saved it.

Again, a student Ko Phone Maw was shot in the Egging University in downtown Rangoon
which should not have happened. | have never seeit we felt like we had lost a brother when
we heard of a student shot in the university camfiuse bad news spread to our Rangoon
University from Rangoon Institute of Technology.idfds near and dear ones gathered and
discussed the barbarous act. We all agreed thse théprits should be punished by the authorities.
Furthermore, we felt there should be an organimat® protect students' rights. Then, explicitly,
after the incidents in March 14, 15 and 16, 198&ha&university and the Dadarni (Red bridge) riots
led me to enter politics.

Mizzima: Just before 8888 what did you do?

After | passed Technical High School, | joined &esociation of Government Technical Institute. |
attended Rangoon University after | got a diplomé&lectrical Engineering. It was in the first year
in university which had introduced the subject in&tional Relations and | was very interested in
that. It made me study there. There was a jouralgct international news published by the Burma
Socialist Program Party. | liked that journal venuch and used to buy to read it. | was also
interested in politics that was why | studied Inggfonal relation in the university.
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When | was studying International Relations | usedliscuss the political system of our country
with my close friends because the subject itsediitddirectly with politics. Analyzing politics had
been going on and at that time when | was sittorgify third year examinations when the event of
discarding bank notes happened. In my final yeaiPkone Maw passed away. Because of those
events | became devoted to politics.

Mizzima: When there was the military coup, some stdents died, some were arrested, some
went out to another country and some students flethto the jungles. At that time what did

you experience?

Ko Ko Gyi: All the universities were shut down orakéh 16, 1988. When universities reopened in
June the interuniversity student movement startedashding release of detained students, to allow
dropped out students to rejoin and to establigim@dests' union. | took part in this movement. After
that all universities were shut down again andrduthat period we gathered chaotic student groups
and organized the 8888 uprising. In the vicinitySefidents' Union building, on the grass field, we
established an All Burma Federation of Student bsiwith Min Ko Naing as Chairperson, | was
Vice Chairperson, ad the general secretary was Mm® Zon. All Burma Federation of Student
Unions was founded on August 18, 1988.

The military seized power in a coup on Septemberl®88. After the coup some students went to
the borders. At that time Moe Thee Zon founded DRN&mocratic Party for New Society) in
order to unite students and he acted as chairpdrsocause there was no possibility that the
Students' Union could stand legally. We, Min Ko lpiand me were still in the Students' Union
and worked on the union's issues. When we got argdrio establish the Students' Union again
Min Ko Naing acted as Chairperson, | was vice-g&son (1), and Ko Aung Din who was acting
director of the US Campaign for Burma, became citatperson (2).

So as mentioned earlier students from DPNS andstadrom the Students' Union were the same.
But because of its status after founding a partytheyn Students' Union had different activities.
When we were organizing political activities andgngears Min Ko Naing was arrested in March
along with me. After about two months in jail andds set free.

After | was set free, | went into some activitiesarder to support democratic groups to win the
1990 elections. After the election we were stiltoirsome activities. Near the vicinity of the
University we held a ceremony to honour Daw Aung Sau Kyi for receiving the Noble Peace
Prize. We called it 10 D activity that is Decemi@ 1991. Because of that | was sentenced to jail

for 20 years.
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Mizzima: When you were arrested what was your morad like and belief?

Ko Ko Gyi: Prison is a place where a person isrgultle mentally and physically. To face and
overcome those troubles a person's morale primglalys an important role. Being arrested we lost
several things but on the other hand (for me whib lteen in a small cell in prison for 14 years) |
got a lot of strength and energy to do politicadfastly.

Now we should be proud of our work and respect #sinvaluable work. It is very important
because we do that sort of work without gettingdfierirom it. What we do is to bring change in
our country, to change the political system fortladl citizens get their benefits. So this beliefasy
important.

For a Buddhist another fundamental thing is Buddtediching. In Buddhism when you are getting
into trouble you need to think about how to steatiice and pass those obstacles by looking at the
current situation you are in. Some obstacles canvkecome and some cannot. For those we could
not overcome one had to forget those.

In a conversation with a warder, a guy who wasftig on a personal level, he told me he would
like to suggest to me not to do politics becausecer survive easily because of our education
background, family's business and social class.aRoerson to be sent to jail because of his or her
political activities make him or her regret it. Mgsponse to his suggestion was | was sentenced to
jail not because of my political activities.

He was a bit amazed. And said to me "Hahh!, yoweveentenced to jail because of your political
activities, wasn't it?" Not so, | said. When we mliitics we never intend to harm anybody and to
get in trouble but for those including authoritiéd)o sent us to jail, and you too, to have a good
living standard and are into a progressive liviiigagion. What | have done was done by my good
will but the effect has not yielded result yet. Tleason | was sentenced to jail was not because of
my political activities, is the one he never eveatd. He was astonished and did not know what to
say for a while. And he said, "Yeah. | give you ragpect and do what you believe". "Nevertheless
you will get results for what you have done". Hedlin a stroke later.

While we were in jail for 14 years we were confirgdthem in an 8 feet by 10 feet room the whole
day. However, we did not treat them as our enenditer a long time they spent their time with us
for the whole day and they went home just to sléeypl they became like our family members. We
advised them as much as we can about their neebiglifiiculties. After staying with us for 14
years the prison staff became not only close fedmat also they were very sad when we were set

free. They were very sad as if one of their familgmbers was going somewhere far away from
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home. It is important for the morale, | think, haygithe will to treat no one as our enemy when we
passed a difficult time in prison.

Mizzima: What would you like to see in Burma?

Ko Ko Gyi: We basically would like to see Myanmar @ developing country. By development |
mean that comparatively our standard of healthca&iiton, economy and politics should be higher
than those of the neighbouring countries and theratountries.

That is our desire coming from the bottom of ouahe

Mizzima: In a democracy what are the things you lile best?

Ko Ko Gyi: Primarily the political system of a cduypis fundamental to a developed country. In
politics there must be an open and free societymRhat society every citizen can freely describe
their desire to work for development of their caymniot because of force and fear but because of
having the idea that if | do it | will get it; fahe country and for me are the same. In such ®ituat
in a country the people have a chance to fulfilrtdesires. Hence, democracy is fundamental for a
country to develop.

Mizzima: What kind of government do you want?

Ko Ko Gyi: | want a government where people fe@réhis no government. In a country when the
administrative system is systematically being oggergpeople do not know who is governing them
because there is no control, no forced labour. Whgaverning system and laws are systematically
operating in a country the role of the governmentary subtle.

If people face situations like when one wakes uph& morning and goes out they have to bribe
then that sort of government is the worst.

Mizzima: Could you please compare and tell us ifferdnce between the situation in a developed
country you want and the current situation in BuPma

Ko Ko Gyi: In a country | want people are goverrisdknowledge not by fear. Highly civilized
nationals in a highly civilized country, is whaivant. | don't like a situation in a society whereo
fears the other, one does not trust the otherjoselfish. Now we are in situation where we do not
trust each other, one lies, steals or puts someimayrouble if he gets the opportunity. | dorkel
that sort of country.

Mizzima: If the military does not go back to the baracks and governs properly, what would
you say to that?

Ko Ko Gyi: It is not a normal condition when thelmary governs a country. This is a bizarre

situation we are facing. Power must come directymf citizens. That is the foundation of
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democracy. We are now in a period of transition eedaccept that the military government and
this situation should not be in place longer thaeded. The government needs to deeply believe
the fact that people are the owners of power. Smidrol civil society it must have a system run by
laws not by a person or an organization. A situmatshould be created in which everyone can
compete and defend their rights within the law.

Mizzima: To have a country you envisage what are #obstacles?

Ko Ko Gyi: There is fear. There is doubt. Imagirehbad the fear is that they think someone who
has a different opinion is a threat so in turn thi@eaten people. In reality they themselves are
afraid. What they are afraid of is that others dofear them.

Mizzima: What do you think about the role of the p®ple who participated in the 8888
uprising?

Ko Ko Gyi: Our Myanmar people are very weird. lethare patient one might think "Do they have
knowledge? Are they still not responding?” If thegate an uproar the international community is
amazed. That is the particular characteristic afrational people. When in an uproar not only do
they go out on the street but also if there ist@lanfairness they are still inactive but in thaind
grievances stay. "In your turn you can do what wamt but in my turn let's see". That is there. That
is invisible. They showed the latter one duringcetens when the parliament democracy era called
"human- Te Mye, vote-Thant Shin". In the electibe military was from Te Mye's side and they
used force, threatening and stealing to get vot¢ pBople vastly voted Thant Shin. The concept is
not whether they suppose Thant Shin or not but 8teywed that they opposed unfairness as a
signal.

Also during the 1990 election people voted heafolythe NLD not because of they supported the
NLD but because they opposed NCP derived from MSpa(ty backed by army, people believed).
That is Myanmar people's traditional behaviour.tTibdistory.

So demonstration on the street does not really nigene is an uproar. | believe if there is free,
really fair and square election people will showitlgrievances and demonstration of their desires.
Our people will continue to maintain their traditio

Mizzima: Since 88 you experienced historic eventelt us one of those you still remember?

Ko Ko Gyi: That was during the 1990 election. Whatould like to tell is that: | was young when
the 1974 constitution voting happened and they el citizens to vote. They wanted to get
supportive votes. So newspaper propaganda artiaes written and from radio actors and actress

were asked by force to sing propaganda songs s@dople voted. Even sick people lying in bed
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were encouraged to vote helped by someone.

During the 1990 election, the unforgettable evesaw was that old, weak and shaky women
without any help got up before down and went toubtng station and queued up to vote. Voting
stations had not opened then. They showed theiusiasm because they could not go out to the
streets to demonstrate because of their poor headiime passed away in bed after they voted. The
scenes | saw are etched in my memory through mig yeaolitics.
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DOCUMENT 20: Min Ko Naing on Burma’s Human Right Day (Monday
13.3.2006)

“We understood from the beginning that a very vhleathing could not be obtained easily.
Therefore, we had already sacrificed what we haghtuifice. We are all still ready for our country
if more is necessary. Compared to the past, welaser to the goal our country wants to reach.”

“If I have to talk about 13 March, 1988 - we wetadents who became human beings in the dark
age of 26 years. As we had to go through the dgeksance we were born, the situation was so bad
that we didn’t know how much rights we had. OnlyentKo Phone Maw fell, did we realise that
we would have to create, demand and fight for siteleights. For this, we realised pragmatically
that we have to sacrifice our lives. 18 years |atewever much suppressed, the blood of those
students who became human beings after that derkradjng 1988 — is still very red. It is the blood
of courage of students in whichever age or era #meyin. When they realise why their older
brothers, the students who preceded them sacrifiegdlivelihoods and lives, they will know what
to do. We have nothing in particular to tell thefawever much you try to cover up the truth, it
will inevitably re-emerge when it is the right tirhe

“We still haven't reached our goal. It is very inmant that we keep the spirit of a long distant
runner as we need to keep on maintaining the leng-morale. We understood from the beginning
that a very valuable thing could not be obtainesilgaTherefore, we had already sacrificed what
we had to sacrifice. We are all still ready for country if more is necessary. Compared to the past
we are closer to the goal our country wants tohre®¢hen it comes to the pragmatic situation, we
have the 1990 election to show as palpable eviddrwre is also an organisation which was voted
by 82% of the population to represent them. Andreahs an offer to ‘wash the slate clean’ (forgive
and forget) for our sacrifices. The internatior@rimunity) also understands that the offer is based
on a feasible basis and it is the gentlest possiliéz. We need to react to it wisely. We all néed
drive on by concentrating on this offer. While #és a good chance, if the other side (the military
junta) reacts to the offer and cooperates, our ttgpumill become a dignified one. We are at a

crucial time for the whole of our national dignitje, the students will always be with (on the side

1http://www.burmanet.0rg/news/2006/03/13/democradtce—of—burma—student-leader—min—ko—naing-on-
burma%e2%80%99s-human-rights-day/
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of) the people. We will be working with all our nhig— | want to say thus on behalf of all, at the

anniversary for the record.”
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DOCUMENT 21:
Burmese Government Confirms Activists' Arrest

VOA News - Washington- 03 October 2006

Burma's military government has confirmed the di&benof five
{ pro-democracy activists, saying they were taken tustody to

prevent unrest in the nation.

Authorities in Rangoon rounded up the activistsoprio a
“ ceremony last week marking the 18th anniversamheffounding
88 Student Generation: Htay Kywe

) ) of the National League for Democracy.
(left), Min Ko Naing (center), and Ko

Ko Gye (right) (Photo Courtesy: A Statemenfppearing in a state-run newspaper Tuesday says the
Democratic Voice of Burma) five former student leaders were held as a premawgainst what
the government calls internal commotion, instap#ihd terrorism.

The five, Min Ko Naing, Ko Ko Gyi, Htay Kywe, Min&a and Pyone Cho, all had key roles in a
pro-democracy uprising that Burma's military gowveemt crushed in 1988, and each also has
served at least 10 years in prison.

Burma's military government links its concerns ahmotential unrest to a US-led move to put the
guestion of Burma on the agenda of the U.N. Sec@utuncil.

This would trigger further U.N. scrutiny of Burma.

The National League for Democracy won Burma's matfi@lections by a landslide in 1990, but the
military prevented the N.L.D. from taking power.

Party leader Aung San Suu Kyi has been in detefbiohO of the 16 years since then.
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DOCUMENT 22: Interview with Min Ko Naing 2007*

Empowering Peaceful Dissent
By Min Ko Naing
April 30, 2007

Former student leader Min Ko Naing and his 88 Genation Students group have created a
movement which gives ordinary Burmese a political @ice. The celebrated social and political
activist, who spent 15 years in prison for his leagtship during the nationwide pro-democracy
uprising in 1988, now heads a peaceful activist cagization. The Irrawaddy speaks to Min Ko
Naing about his group and its role in promoting democratic reform in the military-led
country

Question: The 88 Generation Students’ “Open Hea
Campaign” has inspired ordinary Burmese to exprissr
views about the country openly. What is the cursgatus
of the campaign and what has it accomplished?

Answer: The aim of the campaign is to encourage |
people to exercise freedom of expression, whiclher
basic right. We have seen the people become inoghas
aware after launching the campaign. Some citizeratew
their opinions on paper and hung them on the fehd¢keir
homes. We have received a huge amount of letters f
across the country and can draw the whole pictéirhe

Burmese people’s desires. We have categorizedetterd

according to social, health and economic issuas vanare

preparing a research report. After that, we wih@mce the result to the world.

Q: You and other leaders of your group were arrestest {year on the charge that your efforts

might lead to civil unrest. Do you feel that thereat climate in Burma could become violent?

A: | think that depends on both the regime and theodeatic forces. First, we all have to avoid

acting out of emotion. When we publicly express @pinions and attitudes, we always take care to
avoid violence. on the other side, there shouldhiose who have the ability to listen to us. It is

! Irrawaddyonline editionhttp://www.irrawaddy.org/article.php?art_id=71(13.12.2007)
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crucial [for the regime] not to approach everythimigh doubt. If they translate the situation simply
into an attempt to overthrow their power, it wilceup in a great tragedy. What's more important is
the people have to exercise that right to expiess tlesires peacefully and with non-violent means.
on the other hand, the authorities should apprdlaem in a positive manner and choose the best
way to improve the situation. If they view our aties as a threat to their power and respond
violently, our future does not look good.

Q: Do you think the road to national reconciliatiomnains open?

A: Actually, the doors are on both sides—one on ode sind another on the government’s side.
Our door remains open. While we are the oppresderihave been struggling against injustice in
the country, we continue to open our door becaleseasually find the answer to a problem is based
on the principle of national reconciliation. Theus is the status of the government’s door. We will
continue to knock so that we can give them the agesghat we need to work together in making a
nation instead of annihilating each other.

Q: The military government has taken a one-sided aggrdo national reconciliation—one that
excludes [opposition leader] Aung San Suu Kyi drelNational League for Democracy. Are you
prepared to accept such an approach to reform?

A: We never focus simply on the view of an individoala party. But we can’t accept a one-sided
solution, which has forcibly distorted the resudfsthe 1990 election. If we did, how could the
people believe in any future election? An electtan’'t guarantee anything. We have chosen non-
violent means by which people of all walks of ldan participate. A government alone cannot
shape a country’s future. The consent of all aitizés the most important prerequisite for
governing.

Q: How can the Burmese people participate in politiogler the current military regime, and what
role is your group playing to establish democracy?

A: Our efforts, such as the signature campaign, wdaitepaign and the open heart campaign, have
given the people access to political actions. After [the group leaders] were released from
detention, we stood together and chose a paththibgteople could follow. They are so oppressed
and weak that we have had to be patient in orgagittiem for political action. While we have
chosen non-violent means, we have encounteredugkiods of oppression from the authorities. It
is difficult for us to work under these conditions.

Even though we are ready to serve the cause of dayboth physically and mentally, we have to

consider the circumstances of many people in Buamd move forward only when they are
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prepared to follow. Our future campaigns aim tonf@re effective and broader in scope and will
use only methods that reflect the true desire ofpmople. We will systematically organize their
participation, which will eventually lead to a tuwrg point in our history.

Q: How do you feel about regional countries that castdousiness with Burma’s regime rather
than support the democratization of the country?

A: An individual or a country usually acts on the Basi self-interest. But that doesn’t mean that
actions should lack ethical or moral motives. leithefforts are balanced, then they should be
considered. But a state-to-state relationship isoma For the long-term interest of Burma, it shbul
be, | believe, a citizen-to-citizen relationship.eWvelcome good relations built on ethics and
morality. Even the world powers who voted agaim& tesolution on Burma in the UN Security
Council acknowledged our country has problems.h&gd countries should consider the interest of
the Burmese people if they want to deal with thantty openly and honestly. The state-to-state

relationship is just temporary and historically wea

93



Students and Politics in Burma / Myanmar — Documanid Essays

DOCUMENT 23: Statement of the 2007 Generation Studgs' Union*

Today our country, Burma, is facing failures in a@pects like economy, social affairs,
education and even religion under the evil militdigtatorship. All the citizens are suffering a lot
daily from such general hardships as starvationgefb labour, poor health care, substandard
educational system and loss of freedom and hungdmsribecause of oppression by a handful of
bureaucratic military dictators. All democracy-logi Burmese people have the responsibility to

break free from these dire troubles.

Like all Burmese people of all walks, we studentghly yearn for values of liberty, democracy and
human rights that every free people of the world anjoying. In order to fulfil our hopes, we
believe that we students too have as much resplityséds the Burmese people. History has given
proof that we students have served in the forefobratll stages in Burma's struggles for liberation
and democracy along with other classes, sacrifiblngd, sweat and tears. Hence, the duty to work

for democracy is the one relayed by history to tsé by us.

To accomplish this historical task to our utmostrisking our lives, we have established the "2007
Generation Students Union" consisting of studeltsvar Burma. We "2007 Generation Students
Union" would peacefully fight for fundamental righand democracy for the entire student mass.
Therefore the "2007 Generation Students Union"rsnlg urge all students throughout Burma to

work together with uniform spirit so that our statlestrata's stature would be glorious.

"We have responsibility for our history"

! Issued January 24, 2008. Source: BurmaNet Newda2Biary 2008
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5. BURMA'S STUDENT MOVEMENT: A CONCISE HISTORY

by Aung Saw Oo(Hmaing Centenary)
Third Edition, September 1993
[18 pp. Burmese, 26 pp. English, 21 pp. Photographs

; only English below]

THE STUDENT MOVEMENT UNDER THE COLONIALISTS

After Burma had been completely conquered by the Br
feudal lords and the citizens of Burma, each wantin
country, revolted against the colonialists. However

governed by feudalistic ideas.

It was only at the start of the nineteenth century

mass resistance against the colonialists and the mo
independence materialized. During the colonial era,
University Students' Boycott in 1920, the 1935-36 R
Students' Second Boycott, and in 1938 a strike part

workers, farmers, students, monks and the public.

The First Rangoon University Students' Boycott in

nationwide resistance of the Colonial

Independence.

The G.C.B.A. Movement, the 1931 Saya San Movement o
Revolution and the 1938 B.O.C. Strike or
students' movements were all of the same mould.

During that period of colonial resistance and the s
Independence, the University Students' Union came i

was formed with the following aims:

(1) to be able to live in a society where one can w

standards of the society,

(2) to be able to live a life in which one can depe

work independently,

Policy and Co

1300 Revol

itish, the remaining
g to be a ruler of the

, they were still

that some semblance of
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(3) to make people realize their responsibilities a
stood for independence of thought and the ability t
thoughts and ideas.

In 1926, a wealthy doctor named U Nyo donated 170,0
coins to establish the Union.

On September 12th, 1930, the boarders and the day s
University came to an agreement and three students
Tint Swe and Ko Ba Gyan met a judge named U Ba and

form a committee to draw up the rules and regulatio

On 20 September, students held a mass meeting and d
University Students' Union. Then during the October
and regulations for the Union were drawn up. They w
first week of November and on 24 November, they wer

the student body for comment.

In January, 1931, a mass student meeting decided un
Union with nine executive members. The executive me
negotiate and discuss with the University authoriti
building a Union building as well as the rules and
Union on behalf of the Union. In this way on 31st J
Rangoon University Students' Union was formed. The
Rangoon University Students' Union was Ko Kyaw Khin
was Ko Ba Swe Lay. Ko Ba Swe Lay died courageously
the military coup d' etat in 1962 while fighting ag
junta . Therefore, the Rangoon University Students'
1931 till 1966 through all sorts of conditions: the
Fascist Japanese Regime, the Independent Era and th
thirty five years it served for the benefit of the
students.

During the period of 1935-36, the All Burma Student
formed [The first chairman of the All Burma Student
Raschid (M.A.) and the first general secretary was
chairman was Ko Khin Maung Ohn and the last general
Tun (Phyapon). In 1962, a group of people, includin
coup d' etat so the next day he (Ko Khin Maung Ohn)
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supported the coup d' etat. Therefore, the All Burm
(ABSU) (HQ) called an executive members meeting and
expelled from the organization and the vice-chairma
chairman]. In 1936 the 2nd Students’ Strike took pl

In 1938 (1300 in the Burmese Era), on 25th April, t
Students' Union Annual Meeting was held in Bassein.
representatives of the students put up an important
University Bill had not yet been considered by the

the coming August nothing had been done about the s
then they would see that they got what they wanted.

up by Ko Kyaw Myint (B.A.) and supported by Ko Tun
acting M.C., who was the general secretary Ko Aung

time they went on strike, even if they did not succ
proposals were mostly granted. "In the 1936 strike,

we were successful our strength was becoming weaker
recuperate without losing face we backed down. Now
fortified and in the coming year when | become the
name Aung San will fall or our work will be success
(General Aung San).

Again in statement No0.10, Ko Ba Hein and Ko Toe Yin
University Students' Union put up the proposal that

involved politics. That proposal was objected to by

Myaung Mya. M.C. Ko Aung San said anyone agreeing t

say "Aye" and anyone objecting should say "No". Onl

to the proposal. Then the majority of the students

M.C. Ko Aung San apologized and the proposal was ag

After that students' meeting, Ko Aung San, the gene
Students' Union left the Students' Union and became
Bamar Asiayone (We Burmese Association). He had ent
arena, as the Burmese saying goes, with both feet.

San were taken over by Ko Ba Hein. He joined hands
farmers and the public for the BOC Strike or the oi

Ko Ba Hein was imprisoned in Magwe jail, he opened

and shouted out bravely "Comrades, please carry on

colonial police horse kicks once it shall set the ¢
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The 1300 strike slowly gained momentum and in Decem
students demonstrated in front of the Secretariat t

Aung Gyaw died from injuries sustained from being h
clubs (heavy wooden sticks known as "numbered clubs
death of Ko Aung Gyaw, the Burmese Newspaper "The L

certificate of honour to one of the people who had

ber, 1938, when the
he student leader Ko
it by colonial police

"). Concerning the
ight of Burma" sent a

sustained injuries.

The Certificate of Honour for the Cause of Independ
Number 61.

To go about freely, to talk freely and to write fre
rights which every citizen ought to enjoy. If these
denied then they are being denied the right to be h

When obtaining Independence, oppression is an obstr
one is trying to eradicate this oppression, if one
injuries or death, it is considered a death of hono

honour therefore one would want those injuries or d

Scars which are sustained while fighting for the ca
Independence are more honourable, valuable and more

the medals awarded by a Sovereign or a King.

The person mentioned below has sustained injuries i

the cause of Independence, so we honour and pay our

him.

Name Ko Ba Than
Class

School University

Names of Parents

Person honouring and
paying respect Chit Maung
Editor
The Light of Burma Newspaper

In the cause of independence the martyr Ko Aung Gya
loved his nation, died an honourable death
The Light of Burma - 8415
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In this way, unarmed Ko Aung Gyaw, who had demonstr
on December 23rd, 1938, from injuries inflicted by
military police, stooges of the colonial powers. A

to the martyr from his political comrades imprisone

Martyred Comrade Aung Gyaw,

You as a true Burmese have given up your precious |
Burmese people. You have done your duty. You are a

have life in our bodies will spend the rest of our

cause of Burma, whether it leads us to the hanging

independence.

If the Burmese nationals procrastinate then you and
tirelessly for independence day and night will be b
that, the torch of Burma's independence which was t

hands will be extinguished.

We do not grieve for you even a little bit for losi

cause of Burma's independence.

You have given up your life so that we can build a

governed by our own rulers.

May the cause be successful.

Ko Ba Hein

Ko Ba Swe
Thakhin Htein Win
Thakhin Soe
Thakhin Pe Thein
Thakhin Lay Maung
Thakhin Khin Aung

At the funeral of the Martyr Ko Aung Gyaw one of th

Hla Shwe said these words in grief:
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"While lying beside each other, our heads inflicted

top floor of the Sun Newspaper (Thuriya Newspaper)

for our fellow-nationals. Don't let them touch the

went to visit him at the hospital he said almost de

Shwe we will march forward." And when we first oppo

he said 'Let me die holding the flag in the front.'

see him. Ko Aung Gyaw, Comrade, your wish has been

recorded in history.

Then Ko Aung Gyaw's mother Daw Shwe Kyawt said, add

"The blood of my bosom, my young son Maung Aung Gya
with a needle or even a short stick yet he was beat

heavy clubs, so the public and the monks were shock

his death. If you can imagine how great their anger

how | must feel as a mother who had carried him for

birth at ten months -- your reverend sir.

Aung Gyaw, more than the grief | have for your deat
can no longer give birth to another son like you, m

inconsolably.

In that funeral ceremony Myoma Saya Hein said:

"Comrade Martyr Bo Aung Gyaw who has fallen in the
you are a pioneer leader. As long as there are Burm

remember and honour you, Martyr Comrade Bo Aung Gya

"The sound of colonial police beating with heavy cl
of the public will be like the sound which is urgin

independence.

"Martyr Comrade Bo Aung Gyaw your honoured and memo

people to the goal of Independence. We take it as a

"Martyr Comrade Bo Aung Gyaw. your honourable mind,
sacrificing attitude, and sacrificial courage have

our hearts on fire and continues to burn roaringly.

have set we will continue to march towards, till we

pledged.”

Therefore, the aims of the students' movement in th
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(1) To get full independence from the yoke of the B

(2) To do away with the colonial educational system

educational system.

ritish colonial policy and

and to build a national

PRE-INDEPENDENCE ERA STUDENT MOVEMENT

In 1941, the Students' Union was suspended, and an
Union came into being in 1945-46. When the general

1946 the students, workers, peasants and the public

In 1948, the civil war started and in 1949, a strik

Fascist Peoples' Freedom League (AFPFL) government
Students' Union also participated. In 1951, the All

Students' Union (ABFSU) was formed by joining the A
Union (ABSU), the Rangoon University Students’ Unio
District Students' Union. It fought against the col
internal peace, and democracy and to build up a nat

system.

In 1953, the Strike To Close the University for One
place, and in the university area the first sound o
during the AFPFL government. Twenty-nine students w
were expelled from the university for life and ten

year.

In March, 1956, the seventh standard questions were
leaked out and the Harry Tan Incident took place. T

shot at and the seventh standard student Harry Tan
first time that the blood of a student fell on the

Independence during the period of the AFPFL Governm

In October, 1956, the AFPFL government announced th
would have to be abolished within thirty days. This

of oppression against the democratic rights of the
students went on a strike. Twenty-six students from

were imprisoned and 256 students were expelled.

emergency Students'
strike broke out in

participated.

e against the Anti-
took place. The
Burma Federation of
Il Burma Students'
n and the Rangoon
onial system, for

ional educational

Month in October took
f gun shots was heard
ere imprisoned, thirty

were expelled for one

supposed to have
he students' body was
died. This was the
ground after

ent.

at the Students' Union
was the highest form
students so that the

the whole of Burma
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THE STUDENTS' MOVEMENT(FROM 28TH OCTOBER 1958 TILL 3RD APRIL 1960)

DURING 17 MONTHS (523 DAYYS)

UNDER THE RULE OF THE SO-CALLED CARETAKER GOVERNMEMFTER THE FIRST COUP

D' ETAT

In 1958, the 10th Anniversary of the Internal Peace

the students participated.

On September 28, the Rangoon University Students' U

in ceremony. On that day U Nu had transferred power

Win. The students showed their objection by marchin
University campus on 30 September. On August 31, 19
Science University (RASU) leaders Ko Ba Swe Lay, Ko

Thein were not given the right to enroll in the uni
military authorities. This fact was not known by th

the Rector permitted them to enroll.

In October, 1959, it was announced that those who ¢

their homes during the holidays were allowed to sta
hostels Amara and Ramanya after paying lodging fees
students considered that the announcement was again
the university and disturbed their research. Then,

during that time the University Corps was going to

hostels.

Therefore on 23rd September, 1959, the University S

a mass meeting and objected to (a) the fact that th

and were not allowed to stay in their own hostels;

the University Corps as an excuse to install troops

campus. Directly after the meeting the students mar
university campus to show their objection. The mili

in response that the executive members of the Stude
violated the regulations and caused a disturbance s

sign a written apology within a week.

In the University Executive meeting after serious t
that the teachers and the students should decide ab

peacefully. Therefore, to keep the peace of the uni
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the students could study peacefully, and friendship
destroyed, this case should be handled by the teach
jointly. In order that the parents and the teachers
unhappy the University Students' Union executive me

October went to the Rector to convey their repentan

In that year, more unjust hostel regulations were a
committee was under the University Council and in t

there are always two students; in 1959 when the uni

was announced that two representatives from two hos
turn. However, because they did not recognize the

represented the students, the University Students'

A bill to reform the Rangoon University Act was ann
exclude the two University Students' Union represen
University Students' Union objected to the bill but

it was passed in the parliament.

The students that were detained by the Caretaker Go
permitted to take their examination though the Unio

them.

The collection of the subscription fees for the Uni
way in the year 1959-60 and for the year 1960-61 th

collected.

All Burma Federation of Students' Union (ABFSU) cha
Ohn, secretary Ko Aung Ban and executive member Ko

to Coco island.

All Burma Federation of Students' Union (ABFSU) vic
executive member Ko Myint Oo, Ava Hostel Social & R
executive member Ko Kein Ngwe, Pioneer student exec
and Shan national Sai Nuan Saing were arrested.

The University Students’ Union vice-chairman Ko Ba
Khin Aung, executive member Ko Yu and the Universit
chairman Ko Zaw Win had to go into hiding after a w

was issued.

should not be
ers and the students
should not feel
mbers on the 1st

ce.

nnounced. The hostel
he Hostel Committee
versity re-opened; it
tels would serve in
embers that

Union objected.

ounced in order to
tatives. Therefore the
on 2nd March, 1959,

vernment were not

n had appealed for

on was stopped half
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irman Ko Khin Maung

Pho Tha Be were sent

e-chairman, former
eading Association

utive member Ko Ko Gyi

Kaung, Secretary Ko
y Students' Union

arrant to arrest them
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THE STUDENT MOVEMENT IN THE PERIOD OF THE SO-CALLED REVOLUTIONARY COUNCIL

1962-63 AFTER THE SECOND COUP D' ETAT

On 2 March, 1962, a man named General Ne Win took ¢

for the second time.

On 30 April, 1962, the 11th Co-conference of the Ar
at the Yatanabon Naval Base and there the policy of

Council was announced.

On 2 May, 1962, the conference supported the Revolu
policy. In that conference the coup d' etat militar
that the army which was the backbone of the Revolut

united and strengthened, therefore there was no dan

On 4 May, 1962, the leaders of the All Burma Federa
Union (ABFSU) discussed the case of a student who h

his hostel because he did not get on well his warde
Burmese and English curriculum of the high school e
changed.

On 9 May, 1962, Pioneer Ko Mya Than, Ko Thet, Ko Th
were arrested for demonstrating at the Dutch Embass
University Council that as the teachers had misbeha
students there was political influence, the Univers
abolished. The Union commented that the governing b

had been taken over by the Revolutionary Council.

On 11 May, 1962, the Rangoon University Rector Dr.
resignation and the Burmese Professor U Aye Maung r
(Minthuwun) changed his faculty. On 12 May, 1962, s
assistant wardens from the Rangoon University hoste

May, 1962 the Revolutionary Council's order No.30 w
University Council was reformed. The Adipadi (Chanc
General Than Pe, Brigadier General San Yu, Col. Tha

Soe were included. The Rector was the former Educat

the 1958 Caretaker Government.

On 26 May, 1962 five tutorial school were closed do
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leakage of questions.

On 18 June, 1962 more unjust rules of the hostels w
example, the people who ate vegetarian food were no

for one or two days unless they ate it the whole ye

On 2 July, 1962 the high school leaving examination
All Burma Federation of Students' Union (ABFSU) req
with the authorities.

On 3 July, 1962 in the hall of the Union there was

the abolition of the system of education, and the u

On 4 July, 1962, the embryonic Burmese Socialist Pr
was formed.

On 5th July, 1962, a strike at the Dutch Embassy wa
big unions. The military authorities then stated th

in the strike did not really represent the unions.

felt that the statement made their Union appear ins

objected.

On 6 July, 1962, the Revolutionary Council reformed

and the Hostel Committee according to their wishes.

On 7 July, 1962, at 1:00 p.m. the Students' Union h
discuss the reform and after that the students went
through the university campus. At first the Securit
arrived and they tried to control the situation by

the evening at about 5:30 p.m. two army trucks arri

Hall, Ramanya Hall and Chancellor Road the soldiers
the students with automatic rifles. The soldiers we

Rifles Battalion and the shooting order was 3 minut

rest and 3 minutes shooting. The guns were made by

Burmese and German Company. They were G-3 and G-4 r

been used in any battle field.

The military government declared that 17 students d
Hall alone more than 17 students died according to
and altogether over a hundred students died. Ko Kya

Myaung-mya had written on the wall of Mandalay Hall
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body "7-7-62, do not forget it". Ko Kyaw Win had ta
Union Building.

On 8 July, 1962, at dawn the Union Building, which
standing in the history of Burmese Independence, wa
dynamite because the military government had said t
headquarters of the above ground communists and the
student leaders. It was an act which had not even b
colonialist foreign government. It was bloodthirsty
cruelly destroyed the Union building by dynamite. K

mya, who was in bed with injuries, had been blown u

building.

The next morning at 8 a.m. when the news was announ
the military dictator called General Ne Win said, r
students' uprising, "If it was done purposely to op
nothing more to say except that we will face them w
sword, and spear against spear, that is the only so

words he insulted the students and 'the people en m

When the university reopened in November, in the pl
Building a hut was built temporarily; and along wit
Monument, a stone monument was built, 77 inches in

in breadth. In memory of the students who died on 7
than hundred students had died, it was named "Yar G

which means "Over Hundred Monument".

However, before long there were protest rallies "to
and "to have peace within the country”, and togethe

hundred monument the temporary hut was again destro

During the last days of the Burmese Socialist Progr

July 22, 1988, (1350 second Waso, waxing day of 10t

Hall of Kyaikasan at the last conference of the Bur
Programme Party (BSPP), U Ne Win (retired General)
destruction of the Union Building, as if he was not

to put the blame on Aung Gyi. But, in fact in 1963

was destroyed Aung Gyi was no longer in the army. O

"In history one cannot lie or one cannot be mercifu
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Later, it was secretly decided to re-establish the
Students' Affair Committee. And in 1966 it existed
Some even went into the armed forces and fought aga

dictatorship till today.

Therefore, the history of the post-war students' mo

levels of significance:

1. It was the continuation of the students’ movemen

colonialist era, still trying to perform the unfini

2. It was a segment of the Peoples' fight against t
complete national independence, and the fight to ma
independence.

3. It was the history of the fight of the students

peace within the country, so that they could study

4. It was the history of the protection of the righ

the rights of democracy in general.

5. It was the history of the fight to end the topsy

System and to establish a National Educational Syst

Union and the
in all kind of guises.
inst the military

vement had various

t under the

shed duties.

he colonialist, for

intain national

and the people for

peacefully.

ts of the students and

-turvy Educational

em.

THE STUDENT MOVEMENT DURING THE BURMESE SOCIALIST ROGRAMME PARTY ERA

In 1964, when all associations, organizations, club
null and void, the Students' Union automatically be

organization.
After 1964, some student leaders joined the armed r
Most of them joined the Communist Party of Burma an

ethnic armed Revolutionary Groups, and some were im

by the military regime (Revolutionary Council).

In 1969, the political prisoners and the student le
Coco island. At Coco island, there was a hunger str

prisoners died; among them, from Prome (Pyi) distri
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Ko Chit Swe made himself famous in the history of t

going on hunger strike for 55 days.

On 1 December 1969, after the uprising of the South
(S.E.A.P) Games in Rangoon, Mandalay and Moulmein,

all the universities were expelled and some were im

In 1970, the Golden Jubilee of the Rangoon Universi
the history of the 1962, 7 July was written, printe
Before the Golden Jubilee Celebrations ended all th

closed down. Many students were imprisoned and some

In June, 1974, there was a Burma Workers' Strike an
the Textile Factory in Thamaing and Sinmalike Docky

wounds. In that movement the students had patrticipa

In December, 1974, there was the incident of U Than

Secretary of the United Nations) Funeral and over 5

detained, including monks, students and the people,

sentenced from 3 years to 7 years under military tr

schools were closed for four months.

On 6 June, 1975, the students and the workers held
ceremony. From then onwards there were strikes and
detained. From middle school students up to univers

sentenced to imprisonment of from 4 years to 9 year

tribunals. The schools were again closed for nearly

On 23 March, 1976, the centenary celebrations of th

famous national writer and winner of the Stalin Pea

Daw Hmaing were held. Yin-pwint-than Ni-dan chronic
criticizing the educational system devised by the B

Programme Party (BSPP) to suit its own purposes.

universities, over two hundred and thirty students

sentenced from 5 years to 14 years of imprisonment

tribunals. Hundreds of students from universities a
were expelled for life. When they were expelled the
Programme Party's student affairs unit called the p

the party unit office and gave them certificates fr
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they were attending signed by the Rector saying tha

expelled because they had committed political crime
A Chin national, Ko Tin Maung Oo, a student from th

Science University (RASU) was given a death sentenc
Insein Prison sometime in June, 1976. Ko Tin Maung
person to be given a death sentence after Burma's |
government which was formed by the constitution of

the public had voted. For the Hmaing Centenary, a R
Thiri, had written a criticism about the Burmese So
Party (BSPP) government referring to Sayagyi Hmaing
detailed life of a dog), and was sentenced six year

under the military tribunal No.1.

Therefore, the fascist military dictators had not o
students and the public openly in view of everybody
from peoples' eyes in the prison cells they had als
cold blood.

In 1976-77-78, the workers and students who were im

Insein prison had gone on hunger strike asking for
Thus they had fought on wherever they were.

The military junta tortured the students' and worke
them to completely dark cells, military dog cells,
February, 1977, they went on hunger strike for 6 da
1977, when they went on hunger strike for the secon

the military authorities cut off their water suppli

In 1978, "A-Yay Daw Pon Thamaing", a history of the

July incident was published by old student union me

of 74-75-76. The old student union leader, Rangoon
Technology (RIT) students and students from the Ins

No.2 were detained, altogether about 50 students.

In 1986, the new generation students secretly and a
for the re-establishment of the Students' Union. Th

pamphlets to re-kindle the spirit of the Union and
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In September, 1987, there was a strike because the

demonetized the paper money unjustly.

On 13 March, 1988, there was a students' uprising i
Institute of Technology (RIT) campus and the Burmes

Party (BSPP) government declared that only one pers

injury inflicted by a sharp weapon. But on that day

Naing, Ko Maung Maung Soe, Tin Maung Oo, Ko Win Aun

altogether six people died.

During the uprising, Ne Win was known as Mar Ga, th

was known as Chin-the, Home Minister Min Gaung was

1), Khin Maung Win from Rangoon Division Party was

the Head of Police Department Pe Kyi was Daw Na, an
code names they had crushed the uprising. Sein Lwin
directly from the Burmese Broadcasting Station (BBS
Pyan Lhua can you hear me? Shoot hard, shoot a lot,

will be rewarded."

Later, on March 16, 1988, the Red Bridge Uprising t
June the Myay-ni-gone Uprising, and on August 8-9 u
one after the another and hundreds of monks, studen

fought an unarmed battle by marching peacefully, an

During the uprising days of 8-8-88 (known as the fo
students union was temporary re-established on the
Students' Union Building by the All Burma Federatio
(ABFSU) whose Chairman was Min Ko Naing, and Genera

Zun.

After the 1988 movements of the students, the Burme
Party (BSPP) tried to cover the dead elephant with

as the saying goes. On 14 May, 1988 (1350, 14th day
Kason) Saturday's Working Peoples' Daily had announ
the State Councils on the findings of the Enquiry C

"Some students from Rangoon Institute of Technology
from the West Quarter of Kyo-gone had a tussle, and
Peoples' Police Commander in charge had given order

with tear gas and if the mob did not disperse and i
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face danger then out of the twelve policemen who we
Remmingtons, a single cartridge was put into the gu
ordered to shoot low, skimming the ground,” they ha

openly. After that, for show, the Prime Minister Ma

Gaung, and Chief of Police Thein Aung were made to

and Pe Kyi was suspended from his job.

After that the Burmese Socialist Programme Party (B

after blunder and on 23 July, 1988, (1350, 10th day

the 2nd Waso) Saturday, at Saya San Hall, Kyaikasan
Socialist Programme Party (BSPP) Chairman U Ne Win
March and June, 1988, the bloodshed in the uprising

the people who participated themselves. The people
movements behind the scenes showed that they do not
which controls the government. | feel that I am ind

for the March and June incidents..................

"When one is trying to cover the front, the back is

After 18 September, 1988, the army took control of

Law & Order Restoration Council (SLORC), claiming t

law, gave a top ranking post to Pe Kyi, who was sus

a person who was responsible for the 1988 uprisings
which SLORC court decided, but he was awarded a hig
whatever. After the military had taken control of p

1988, many students joined the indigenous ethnic ar

Burma Federation of Students' Union (ABFSU) which w
temporary basis during the uprising of The Four Eig

active in three different forms: within the country
Federation of Students' Union (ABFSU) functioned as
movement; the Democratic Party for New Society (DPN
legal political party within the country; the All B
Democratic Front (ABSDF) in the border areas joined

to fight the policies of the military junta. Though

joined the armed revolutionary groups after the mil

control in 1962, up till 1988 the armed revolution

not been outstanding.
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After the military had taken control of the country
1988, thousands of students had come over to join t

the students. The Students' Army, which had not exi

the world had come into existence in Burma. From 19

armed revolution of the students many students lost

are still doing so.

In November, 1991, the Democratic Party for New Soc

the military regime outright and joined the armed r

Therefore, if the movements of the students of Burm

from a historical point then it can be said "The hi

movement is the history of an armed revolution" and
the activities of the All Burma Students' Democrati

the Democratic Party for New Society (DPNS), which

lighting the way.

on 18 September,
he armed revolution of
sted in any country of
88 till 1992 in the

their lives and they

iety (DPNS) opposed
evolution en mass.

a were to be viewed
story of the students'
it is supported by

¢ Front (ABSDF) and

are like beacons

THE DECEMBER 20TH LAMENTATION(OR) THE COMRADE'S PO

Hard bitten lips of mine,
Burst, and broken,
Drops of blood,

Came flowing slowly.

I, grind my molars,

Squeeze my hand into a tight fist.

Bo Aung Gyaw,
Comrade,

Had fallen in this place.

If that road could be peeled off,

And according to historical materialism,
We could do research

Comrade's

Scarlet glory would be found.
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Who can deny?
About the flowing of Comrade's blood.

Those of you,
Who are denying,

To glorify your many attributes.

Who else would it be?

But the ones whom, you, Comrade hate.
Their hate

Comrade would have smiled indifferently,
That | believe.

The shine of Spartacus's glory

The rebel of Konbaung Era,

Galon Saya San Ngu Yin Van Troy

Endless

Starting with Chequebara

Together with tens of thousands of martyrs
Comrade had shone, red, bright and brilliant.
At the just battle of the people

Comrade, your blood had shone red.

People's beloved

The core of the martyr

In any era

Shall be youthful and fresh

It is definite, | believe.
Bo Aung Gyaw, Comrade
In this place; | had

Distributed the pamphlets, together.

Bo Aung Gyaw, Comrade
I had, In this place
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Comrade, paid tribute to you many times.

Comrade's series of battles

About the just battles of Comrade
After coming to this place

Comrade's red blood which had flowed
Over it

With my white tears

And courageless sighs

| would not tarnish

Comrade's attributes of glory.

A Poem?
Yes, it is my poem,
A poem to describe

And disclose Comrade's attributes of glory.

Accept it, please Comrade.
| beseech you with a shout.

Let me refuse it,

This poem is not my poem.

Read it and see.

Drops of blood which had flowed
Whose blood was it?

Comrade's warm blood

The blood which had not dried yet.

Oh....... with Comrade's drops, drops of blood.
Shimmering red,
Strung together into

Comrade's poem.

Maung Lay Aung (Late)
Translated by Aye Mya
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| dedicate this article to Ko Aung Gyaw to commemor ate on 20th December
1992 the 54th anniversary of his death. | honour hi m and bow my head in
respect.

Aung Saw Oo (Hmaing Centenary)
National League for Democracy (Liberated Area)
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[ll. Bibliographical Note

Up to now, no comprehensive academic work on themBse students’ movements exists. The
following notes intend to provide some basic infation on the literature which may be helpful to
write such a work and to contextualize the documesft these working papers dealing with
students’ affairs. The comments on the literatweeaaranged in chronological order and parallels
the sequence of the documents in part 1.

For an overview over the whole period since indepece, see Aung Saw Oo (1995). The author
participated in the Burmese student movement sif®éel. The same applies to Aung Htun who
compiled a history of the Student Movement in Bugimee 1903 in Burmese language. Because of
this activity, he was imprisoned in 1998. Partdhef book were released in late 2006 by the All

Burma Federation of Student Unions in Chiang Mai.

1.1920-1940

Aye Kyaw (1993) offers a fine narration of the deyenents of the Burmese students’ movements
since the events leading to the first strike in93e stresses the importance of the establishment
of the National Schools and the attempt to founNational University for the growth of the
nationalist movement in Burma and mentions a lgpefsons involved in the events who may be
remembered in Burma but whose biographies are nowk in Western literature. It would be
useful to compile short biographies of Burmeseamatiist leaders who patrticipated in the 1920
strike and were instrumental in the movement to igetand maintain national schools and a
National University. Aye Kyaw’s book is based ors HVlA-thesis submitted to the History
Department of Rangoon University in 1963. This thesntains some document some of which are
reproduced here (see documents no. 1 and 2).

For the context of the student movements, the vieollg works are of special value: Taylor (1974)
gives an assessment of the Burmese politiciansttsefto gain the students’ support. His work is
mainly based on British sources. Maung Maung (1980yides some detailed information about
the events based on Burmese newspaper and soluilce®ye Kyaw’'s work, his MA-thesis from
1976 provides translations of many interesting docusieBbcument of this paper is the only one
dealing exclusively with students’ affairs. Khin ¥1988) highlights the relationship between the

students and thBobama Asiayone- Finally, a dissertation on Aung San in Gernmarglage shall

! The work can be consulted in the library of Hangbuniversity’s Asia-Africa-Institute.
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be mentioned which contextualises Aung San as @estuwithin the Burmese cultural context
(Prager 1998).

2.1948-1962

For this period, a monograph on the role of stuslenstill missing. Some details on the early years
of independent Burma can be found in Tinker (19812-212 and the index). The only empirical
study on the subject was undertaken in the ea®4 9y Joseph Silverstein and Julian Wohl (1964
and 1966).

Most works written by ex-students after 1988 liker®y Saw Oo (1995) deal only very scantily with
the period between 1948 and 1958 and start witlhrépeession of student activities by Ne Win's

caretaker government in 1958.

3.1962 — 1988

For this period, a lot of information is availalflem the internet as a retrospective from a post-
1988 standpoint. Some of this material is contaimethis volume. For articles written during the
period of the Burmese Way of Socialism, see Site@ns articles between 1968 and 1976 which
provide some comparisons with other Southeast Aiantries.

4. 1988 until Today

Up to now, the only scholarly work on one of th@tpgonists of the 1988 students’ uprising is
Clymer (2003). Z6llner (2001) links the situationMyanmar’s universities at the beginning of the
21th century with the events in the colonial enraGerman).
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1. Barbara Zeus, The Internet. a new weapon of the Bunese student
movement?

1. The student movement in Burma

The student movement in Burma (Myanmar) has a langéeng reputation as a catalyst of change
and a challenger of the governing. The roots ofmieeement can be traced back until 1920, when
students staged a strike against theversity Act which was seen by the Burmese as a move to
restrict higher education to a privileged fethis strike gained the support of wide parts of the
population and thus formed a fertile soil for Busaenationalism. At the end of the 1930s the
alliance of students at the forefront, with Buddmsonks, workers and farmers as well as the
general public, emerged as a model for mass mousmehich would step forward in times of
political and economic crises. The idea per setaflents participating in political events of the
country originates from 1938 at the latest. Froentbn students were also actively involved in the
fight for independence from the British colonialwer (Thaung Htun, 1995).

Later student generations of the independent Bugneav up with this knowledge about and
admiration for the commitment of students during ithdependence movement. Students thus take
an outstanding position in popular historical iptetation where quixotic abilities are attributed t
them: as for instance democratic acting in ther@steof all the people, most importantly including
all the various ethnic groups. General Aung Sam whce began his political career as a student
leader, is to be particularly thought of here. Qyvio their youth, freedom and their idealism,
students appear as very dynamic and show the esmdto sacrifice themselves for their country in
order to bring about political change.

The largest protests staged by students took ptat@88. After striking down and arresting student
leaders, who had not fled to the border areas araah the military government adopted measures
aimed at preventing students from intervening ihtipe. As done before, universities were closed
for longer periods of time. New institutions wengilbon the outskirts of cities as well as in the
provinces; on top of this distance education cauvgere introduced. These measures suggested that
the students were to be deprived of opportunibesrganise and form unions as commuting to their

campuses, sometimes several hours a day, alsedimitidents’ free time and their opportunities to

% This essay is a translation from its German oaljisubmitted on August 132007.
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gather together and plan political activities. RatHrom now on they were subject to even stricter
controls by the military as university campuses hadn moved within the proximity of military
bases. It is reported that in 1996 a declaratioloydlty to the regime that included a passage on
non-interference in the political affairs of theuotry was demanded for admission to university
(Archambault-Cyr, 2001).

In the meantime, however, Burma as well has entdredage of the Internet. With the Internet
offering opportunities to communicate independehtlazation, the question therefore arises
whether new possibilities of organisation for tlwattered university students will open up. Little
academic research has been carried out on thetalee Internet in Burma’'s student movement;
this essay thus aims to explore new possibilities groblems of the mass medium Internet in the
students’ “fight” and in doing so examines both siteation inside Burma itself as well as in exile.
For this a cross-section analysis of relevant rgesources is undertaken. In addition, results of
seven guided interviews that were conducted in 207 with Burmese students living in exile —
partly by email, partly in personal discussionsi# e incorporated. Moreover, secondary sources

that look at the topic in other countries of thgioa are consulted.

1. The Internet - new possibilities and old problems

As a new global communication medium the Interrsepiiaised for its manifold amenities. In
particular the availability of just about any kimd information which can not only be read by
everyone, but also be produced by anyone is rerorkdhus, the Internet covers all possible
information modes and also enables a mutual dialdegpiween information producer and recipient.
This gives more power to the reader, who can imatelyi speak out on comments and reports on
the Internet in an uncomplicated way and withoutmaeffort. Hence, the reader can possibly find
like-minded people and discover new possibilitiesacial organisation. Generally speaking, new
opportunity structures for the articulation and r@ggition of interests have developed by facilitated
communication links via the Internet. The easy odpcibility and the immense speed of
forwarding information enable the information produto address a global audience, irrespective
of where the information is produced. Efficiencyghis much higher than with traditional media.
What is more, the theoretical possibility of anoitynon the Internet allows for the venture to
sharper tones and more critical contents than tenothe case in print media. Particularly in

authoritarian states this might be clearly noti¢eab
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However, reports of so-called Internet dissideats lse heard of from those states again and again,
and not only from there has one learnt of Intecestsorship. The West seems nevertheless to be
united over the fact that the Internet eludes imqggple from the adjustment and control by
individual states. This supposed uncontrollabilétyustified by the technology of the medium, the
geographical distribution of its users and the reatf its contents. Representatives of the “digital
libertarianism” are not only advocating for thetstéo keep out from Cyberspace, but also stress
that the Internet does have specific charactesistiat permit evasion of control. Thus, the Intérne
is celebrated by Western politicians as a mediumfreédom of opinion, which downrightly
enforces a free flow of information of any kind, ibeén form of texts, pictures or sounds, and
thereby undermines state control of the media amttents usually transmitted through these
regulated channels in authoritarian states. In viéwhe People's Republic of China former US
President Clinton once announced the attempt tor@ahe Internet is doomed a failure and is just
“like trying to nail Jell-O to the walf’ (Wacker 2002).

Regarding China, Martin Woesler furthermore makbke tssumption that the Internet has
transformed the republic socially and politicalita a more liberal and open society, since great
guantities of information about world events aslhaslabout China itself have entered the country
from outside via the Internet (Woesler 2004). Imgiple this liberalising effect is more clearlydan
sooner visible in semi-authoritarian regimes sugitChina. While the Cultural Revolution led to a
brainwashing, the people now eventually developeeir tmaturity: “a predominant majority
generally sees the Internet as a medium that emaipleater freedom and criticism of the
government.” (Woesler 2004, 11). Woesler presurhasthe “new public of the Internet” will not
be easily suppressed despite threats of punishmeadsive monitoring personnel, censorship,
appeals at national feeling and verdicts actindedsrrent (Woesler 2004, 18).

Considerations about Malaysia are not less opficnisincerning the positive impact of the Internet.
Derichs comes to the conclusion that “despite ittle guaranteed access to alternative information
on the Internet in rural areas, the political cidtin the whole of Malaysia has changed” (Derichs
2002, 113).

For the Tibetan exile community the Internet apptlyeplays an immense role for the upholding of
a community feeling and the maintenance of Tibalantity (Piltz, 2006).

Moreover in Indonesia the use of the Internet wassitlerably involved in the fall of Suharto, as
students in 1998 no longer availed themselves oftlo® spears, swords and other weapons, but

? http://www.businessweek.com/bwdaily/dnflash/jan@®820060113_6735_db053.htm (04/08/07)
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took to the streets with banners and posters, wgdrithemselves via the Internet and reported the
events in the country to the world with the assiséaof the new medium (Hill 2005, 33).

But what are the potentials of the Internet forBar are these optimistic theses transferable to the
country? Can the Internet promote political chattggre as well and can the student movement
benefit from the positive characteristics of theetnet already and use it as a weapon in the *fight
against the military regime?

In the following it is examined, how the Internat used by today’'s student activists. Due to
differing conditions inside the country and abrofagt of all possibilities of Internet usage insid

Burma will be looked at; in a next step possilabtior exiled Burmese will be regarded.

2.1 The role of the Internet in today’s student sroent in Burma

2.1.1 Use of the Internet inside Burma

Even in the regional comparison Burma is a latecon@at concerns the Internet. Only in 2000 the
Internet was made accessible to the general pabtidwo years later the first Internet cafés opened
in the then capital, Yangon. Initially, a free ehservice was not available, and therefore only a
small part of the population could actually useimicommunication. One year later about 25,000
people had access to thiyanmar Wide WeReporters Without Borders 2004). In 2006 thereawe
an estimated 64,000 users, which, however, cotesitstill a tiny fraction of the more than 50
million inhabitants of the country, making Burmaeoaf the countries with the lowest Internet
penetration world-wide (Asienhaus 2006).

The Myanmar Wide Wel{MWW) is the Intranet of the military governmenicluding those
websites approved by them. It is to keep users dveay information which — in the eyes of the
government — could endanger the regime or caustcpbinstability. The government thus sensed
the conceivably subversive potential of the Inteeen before its introduction and feared hostile
forces from in- and outside the country that woulfiltrate the nation by means of the Internet.
This was to be prevented with the assistance ofldtest technology by containing websites
perceived as destabilizing and dangerous. Accorttirige organisatioReporters Without Borders
Internet censorship in Burma is still stricter tharChina or Vietham (Reporters Without Borders
2006).

The severe pre-censorship since introduction of biernet through partially erratic and
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unsystematic blockades of certain websites, asnfstance foreign news pages or oppositional
groupings’ sites, makes clear that users in Buramnat move freely on the net. Likewise, Internet
café owners must save screen shots and store iatiormand websites visited by their customers
every five minutes and hand in to the authoritissaoveekly basis to create an overview of users’
online activities. The creation of a web page niesapproved by the authorities, and everyone who
gets involved in political discussions online ostdbutes articles potentially posing a threathe t
interests and security of the state notionally $aeprisonment of up to six months (Asienhaus
2006).

In theory, given the abundance of alternative imiation on the Internet, it seems possible to break
through the state’s monopoly on information disttion. And yet the question arises in how far
users inside Burma are able to access alternatigemation or even spread those. Can the national
censorship authority then be avoided and will titerhet actually turn out to be uncontrollable, or
will the government be able to hold on to theiomhation monopoly and control the Internet just
like they have been carrying out successfully Wwibloks, magazines, newspapers or video material?
These are examined thoroughly on state-endangedntents before publication by the national
censorship authority, theress Scrutiny BoardConsidering the enormous amount of information
on the Internet such a procedure seems howevendeo@ble. Nevertheless the state cannot be
written off rashly what concerns the control of theernet, on the contrary: the military government
seems to prepare for a cyber war. In May 2007 tidependent news magazibe Irrawaddy
reported about training programmes for governmeybér warriors”, who are taught in techniques
of online monitoring (The Irrawaddy 2007). A poiontkeep in mind thus is that virtual censorship
on a national level may not function perfectly, httis not impossible either. Against the
background of this strict censorship the questioisea to what extent online activities are
conceivable and possible at all for the studententant inside Burma in particular.

Firstly, there is the possibility of availing on#s# proxy servers which also make those web pages
blocked by the government accessible to the greatéent. According to my interview partners
this method is well-known and commonly used infimét cafés. Thus, at least access to alternative
news or also alternative historiography is guamshteprovided the users have the necessary
knowledge how to get to this information. In thse, users would be provided with at least two
versions of events, for example the protests oi81%8e official version of the government and
alternatives or sources from abroad. An increasimgber of these alternative versions could thus,

alongside a growing discontent with the economi/@npolitical situation in the country, lead to a
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further loss of credibility of the state’s print tha.

Another absolutely substantial condition of coussaccess to the Internet itself. So far this asces
has been granted to the population of larger cdidg. Therefore it cannot be assumed that online
activities in Burma reach a broad public. And yetmmitted students find ways to get around this
problem. Interesting reports from the Internet prmted out, multiplied and distributed among
people in the hometown or village upon return. @hey interview partners reported of this — not
completely innocuous — method. He indicated todkraggularly to his home region in Kayah State
across the green border from Thailand to distribifermation downloaded from the Internet. In
this way, even inhabitants of remote regions waldthin alternatives to state propaganda.
Discussion forums represent another convenienttoarge the Internet for those Burmese students
who do have a more or a less regular access tdnteenet, since taboo topics can often be
discussed in a more relaxed way, than this is plessin the streets or in teashops. In view of
Internet censorshipBaganNeta discussion forum controlled by the governmemtehis to be
examined more profoundly. It represents an intargsexample, since it shows just how much
dissent is possible and is dared on an obvioustyrotbed website.

BaganNetwas initiated byBaganCybertechin 2003 and belonged to Prime Minister Khin Nysnt’
son until his father's dismissal in 2004. Meanwhilds subordinate to the parastatal Internet
Service ProvideMyanmar Teleport

Rules for participation in the forum are conspicsigtannounced in both Burmese and English on

the top of the forum sites:

.Messages posted in BaganNet Forum must be acaptdirthe Myanmar law and culture.
Please don’'t use any rude or offensive words amd descuss political issues. Please help us to
keep the BaganNet Forum enjoyable for everybodyjobgwing these simple rules. Anybody
who is not behaving according to these rules vélbibcked from further usage of the Forum.”

[https://www.bagan.net.mm/forums/index.asp (21/@§/0

Nevertheless, some contributions can be foundwioatid have had difficulties passing tReess
Scrutiny Boardwith considerable certainty. General Aung San faneple is celebrated as a hero
on BaganNetonce again after a long time. Probably due toshislarity with taboo topic number
one, his daughter and icon of the “democracy mowtim&ung San Suu Kyi, he had to yield in
favour of three pre-colonial kings in the natiopakss. OnBaganNetyoung Burmese can now

exchange views about their national hero; and dsous are lively as within one month more than
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one hundred contributions to this topic were alyeadline in the forum. Contributions are either
put online in English or Burmese probably dependingparticipant’'s command of language and
are of quite different nature. Some contributioesns almost scholarly, other users claim not to be
very familiar with the topic and therefore encowagher more knowledgeable users to continue
their discussion so that they can “listen in” artthia knowledge beyond what the school books
taught them. The quality of those is in all othespects only derided in the forum: when a forum
member ended his contribution with the words “tliswhat the school books say”, he raised
nothing but laughter in the form of ‘smileys’ fromther users. Communication in the forum,
however, demands quite some skills with formulatiaa a forum participant remarked on her
second attempt phrasing a question: she would xpnress herself “more moderately”, so that her
contribution would not be blocked again; an indiregticism of censorship. Another participant
expresses his admiration by the wish: “if only tlext generation politicians were as flexable [sic]
and long-sighted as General Aung San”.

As expected, the search words “Aung San Suu Kylémocracy” or “politics” yielded no results
on BaganNetit is however, as shown above, a question of boe/formulates one’s opinion in the
forum. Further taboo topics can certainly be foimdther threads; the most popular topic areas on
BaganNetbeing “Love and Romance”, “Music” and “Internetivhere a participant advises
members for example to @mail email account and gives hints to its setting uppids of the
discussions are generally formulated very confoomgbvernment propaganda. And yet, it is
noticeable in principle that the longer a threde, more critical participants’ voices will become,
i.e. the longer a topic, the more probable it & fparticipants dare to reformulate the origingico
This happened for instance in a thread titled “fmois of studying abroad”. This thread evolved
itself more and more into a discussion of advargagestudying abroad and enumerating problems
of the Burmese education system.

These forums may still not reach the majority ofiyg Burmese, yet they do represent a beginning.
They allow for a far freer exchange of views thars tis otherwise possible in the country: an
exchange of views above all, which is independdntooality, with which even students for
instance from Kachin State can communicate witkdestts in Rakhine State in a relatively simple

way. More and more young Burmese getting acquawiddthe Internet and becoming more adept

4

http://www.bagan.net.mm/forums/display_topic_thieadp?ForumID=1&TopiclD=3862&SearchPagePosition=k&s
rch=aung+san&searchMode=allwords&searchin=Topic&for0&searchSort=dateDESC&ReturnPage=Search&Thre
adPage=1 (04/08/07)
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and nimble in dealing with the medium will increagly undermine the control mechanisms of the

government.

2.1.2 Use of the Internet outside Burma

“Inside they have the gun, outside we have thermiete’- a student and former KNU (Karen

National Union) fighter in a personal conversation.

Preconditions outside Burma are substantially tessicted. Shortly after the coup in September
1988 Burmese activists who had fled abroad alré@dyan to use the Internet to spread information
and exchange news about the situation in the cpAung Hla 1998). Thus they were the first
ones to discover the Internet with its advantagebk ssoon made use of this new liberty to discuss
political affairs or human rights violations in Boa. Like this they received uncensored and
unedited information about their home country euenheir own language. This surely is not a
purely Burmese phenomenon; also Indonesians ligimgpad for example organised themselves
intensively starting from the 1990s via the Intérr@ross-linking of Burmese living in exile has
evolved successful for a number of reasons. Theumethternet allows interest groups scattered
across the whole world with diaspora communitiesherelatively sparsely populated to gain an
identity and achieve a high level of collective ahitity and above all reactivity. Particularly inet
early days of exile, Burmese communities in West@dlustrial nations were very small and
scattered, in contrast to the refugee communityeighbouring Thailand. Nevertheless one wanted
to be involved in the political events in the hooweintry, and somehow participate in the fight for
democracy. Without the Internet this would havenbéardly possible. The most remarkable
example here is Zar Ni, who came to the USA asidestt having taken part in the demonstrations
of 1988 as one of the leaders. In Wisconsin, USAdidenot know a single compatriot within a
radius of 300 miles and so in September 1995 halel@édo bring into being the campaignee
Burma Coalition® Despite the geographical dispersion he succeeulezteiating a platform for
exiled Burmese regime opponents who within thetslsbtime were to exert substantial pressure on
their country from the outside by coordinated dadliation. Only a few weeks after the birth of the
Free Burma CoalitiorZar Ni succeeded to coordinate a ‘Burma Action’@@ylozens of American

universities and was able to stimulate the estatolent of over 100 local action groups until spring

® http://www.freeburmacoalition.org/ (04/08/07)
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1996 (Specker 1997The Coalition heightened pressure that led Wasbm¢p impose economic
sanctions on Burma, multinationals includiRgpsiCoand Apple Computeto pull out of Burma
and universities to terminate contracts wittultinational companies investing Burma The
activities of theFree Burma Coalitiorthus had tremendous efficacy, as the West's sanend
boycott policies towards Burma in the late 1990gehaften been attributed to their efforts. In an
interview Zar Ni stressed that it was not some \whedught out scheme that had led this campaign
towards the Internet. Rather, it was simply thet bésrnative for Burma activists, allowing them a
cost-effective way to spread their message anegpond to the needs of supporters around the
globe (Krebs 2001). In the meantime, Zar Ni hasnged his policies, instead of isolation and
boycott he now rather propagates dialogue betw#enagor stakeholders. His change of course,
however, was not met with much approval among nadryis followers who therefore teamed up
to form theUS Campaign For Burmawhich regularly publishes black lists of companaetive in
Burma and also particularly calls on students teeranore awareness at their universities for the
situation in Burma or create chapters in their camities®

For emigrated Burmese the Internet represents darenvof communication and they succeeded in
using it as a space for expressing political opisiand transforming these scattered and isolated
voices into a global movement and making their {sof view known to the world. What has
distinguished itself as a particularly useful seuof information seems to be the newsgroup, as for
example the daily publisheBlurmaNetNews an extensive online roundup of Burma related news
compiled by Burmese exiles from all over the wdrttthe proliferation of information has put
Burma higher on the US policy agenda than it eveuld have been otherwise”, says Mike
Jendrzejczyk, director of Human Rights Watch/AsiaWashington (Specker 1997). Burmese
diplomats alike do make use of these mailing ligsteeact to criticism and in response spread state
propaganda as it is found on official web sitethef military government (Eng 1998).

Any comments in the popula¥ahoo!-Groupmailing lists that are consistent with government
views are immediately retorted with questions ab@muneration for the “spreading of state
propaganda”. Over a period of two months (from efhdvay until end of July 2007) different
Yahoo!-Groupdike freeburmaburma_campaigror 88_Generation_Students_ExiMere observed

as to make out the most popular topics and wayappfication® Remarkably, it became apparent

® http://www.uscampaignforburma.org/ (04/08/07)

" http://www.burmanet.org/news/ (04/08/07)
8 http://groups.yahoo.com/group/freebuer4/08/07)

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/burma_campaigd4/08/07)
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that particularly Burmese exiles living in Japar gery actively involved in these as well as from
the USA but also other countries. These grouppmanearily used to distribute Burma related news,
often in commented form, albeit some topics mayaitefor a few days in case participants get
involved in discussions around the respective topice of the most frequent topics, however, is
Aung San Suu Kyi who although having spent mogheflast 18 years under house arrest, still is
the hope of the student movement. Groups are fumtbre used to circulate online petitions, letters
to Senior General Than Shwe, calls to releaseigaliprisoners including Aung San Suu Kyi or
calls for prayer ceremonies on the occasion ofbmginday on June 19th 2007. The resumption of
the National Convention in July 2007, presumabdyfihal session, has also incited some heated
debates. For this reason inter alia, finee Rohingya Coalitiorcalled for a country-wide campaign
in Burma on July 7th via thburma_campaign Yahoo!-Grou@n this day all private businesses
and restaurants should remain closed and people twestay indoors as a sign of boycott of the
National Convention and the political course of thditary as well as to the memory of the
students who died on July 7th 1962. TBermese Students’ Democratic Organization (Canada)
held a commemoration day in honour of those stdand circulated invitations via tfieeburma
Yahoo!-Group The largest commemoration ceremonies, howeveragain expected to take place
on August 8th to commemorate the demonstratiold®88 for which numerous groups are already
sending out invitations and programs.

Invitations for Burma related events and discussmmds or demonstrations are distributed via
these groups as well. These groups even allovhoattachment of links which will lead readers to
pictures and documentations of previous eventscantpaigns. Very popular features are political
statements recorded on video that are postedauTube links to these are then included in the
groups’ newsletters. One can then listen to peaessages of monks or also to appeals to
combative spirit by “Student Freedom Fighters” pgsin front of the red peacock banfier.
Yahoo!-Groupsf course are not only used to propagate peawvetys, now and then pugnacities
do emerge, like a contribution titled “A Recipe fine Burmese Students’ Revolution” that was
circulated via thefreeburma Yahoo!-Groupn July 24th. It praises the achievements of the
Burmese student movement, since it has successéitlgd international awareness for the situation
in Burma, has contributed to international san&iand embargos being imposed and thus pressure

being exerted on the military government. Failwedpple the regime is mainly attributed to their

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/88_Generation_Students_lf@ﬂ/o 8/07)
° See for example: http://www.youtube.com/watch?W42k O8RLg (05/08/07)
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immense military strength, this being the reasory even armed student groups like the ABSDF
(All Burma Students Democratic Front) have not beeacessful in the fight against the regime:
“Fighting to win the 500,000 troops is like cryifgy the moon and it is just a waste of energy, time
resources, weapons and livé$.'Since the military, however, appears to be immagainst
sanctions, the peaceful democracy movement asawéhie armed struggle along the borders, a new
strategy is suggested: “What lacks in the studesitsggle against the authoritarian regime led by
General Than Shwe is guerrilla warfare, a form alitigal violence that the current regime fears.
Any government, whether it is democratic or auttaoian, fears the students and the ethnic groups
wage a guerrilla war in inner cities like RangodMandalay, and Naypyidaw, it will disrupt the
government's daily activities-*

The ‘old student generation’ of 19888 Generation Studentbas in the meantime as well shifted
public political discussions from the streets te tjiobal net due to extremely repressive political
conditions inside the country and uses among otherewn Yahoo!-Groupfor disseminating
statements, as for instance on the occasion ddQ@tteanniversary of Martyrs Day (July 19th 1947)
or the National Convention. Moreover, those areutated viaBurmaNetNewswhere the group
also calls for the creation of a democratic climatel for dialogue between all political stake
holders in Burma. In July a rumour spread about eetng between representatives @@
Generation Studentgroup, the largest opposition party NLD (Nationablgue for Democracy) and
the authorities, which however neither t&8 Generation Studentsor the NLD confirmed. A
representative of th88 Generation Studentgpoke out orBurmaNet Newsthe rumours merely
reflected the desire of the people who longed fastranger political commitment of th&8
Generation Studentdhis in turn vests the self-appointed politiciavith the perfect legitimacy for
political acting. My interview partners saw thigher uncritical: “In a country where the totalitani
rule of the military regime has been uncheckednfiany years, the question of legitimacy of the
students’ political commitment is irrelevant.”, say 25-year old Burmese student.

What effect the peaceful campaigns of 8& Generation Studentsould really have was being
discussed on the BBC'’s (British Broadcasting Coafi@n) Burmese pages by homeland and exile
Burmese alike in October 2006 after the “White Egsion Campaign” for the release of political
prisoners and the beginning of a dialogue for mafiaeconciliationt? This campaign collected

around 270.000 signatures for the petition withineé weeks while the government spoke of

10 Available at: http://www.tayzathuria.org.uk/bd/200/7.htm#15.07.2007%20issue (05/08/07)
1 Available at: http://www.tayzathuria.org.uk/bd/200/7.htm#15.07.2007%20issue (05/08/07)
12 http://www.bbc.co.uk/burmese/forum/story/2006/B1018_white_expression.shtml (04/08/07)
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falsifications. The discussion on BBC made cleat tthe campaign was particularly praised by
exile Burmese. Voices from inside Burma, wearyha political stalemate, agreed, but did indeed

express the wish for a stronger and more activiéigadlcommitment of the student leaders.

The enormous possibilities for dissemination botfalgatively as well as quantitatively enable
Internet activists to get furthermore in contacthmstudents from other parts of the world, where
similar political conditions prevail, and exchandpemselves about strategies or also share ideas
about the political organisation of the future béit countries. One of my interview partners told
me he regularly surfed on the web pakgking It Global”® This site offers a communication
platform to young people world-wide, lists studesrganisations and offers country-specific
information. Like this he made virtual friends iakstan and some African countries, with whom

he is now leading inspiring political discussions.

These specifications on different possibilitieslmaternet usage for the student movement in- and
outside of Burma make clear, how manifold theseritecally are, and how strongly these can be
limited by censorship. Against the background o tigid censorship inside the country, the

guestion remains whether the Internet can nevedbkedunction as a new weapon in the student

movement's fight for democracy.

3. The Internet as a new weapon of the student memt?

“I like the computer more, [...] we can fight withobloodshed. We can send statements to the

entire world and we can send a virus to the SLORghime...**

in exile, Eng 1998)

(a young Burmese activist

Three of the seven Interviewees share the viewtligainternet can in the first instance be regarded
as a kind of weapon in the “fight” of the studenbwement in multiple ways and possesses
considerable potential capable of development. &ltan be no doubt that spaces for freedom of
expression in Burma have increased since the inttazh of the Internet, even if the state can still

supervise these virtual spaces. Since however shigms in cyberspace are led predominantly

13 http://www.takingitglobal.org/ (04/08/07)
14 SLORC (State Law and Order Restoration Councimér name of the present military regime)

130



4.1 Students, Society and Politics in Burma/MyanmBocuments and Essays

anonymous (under an alias), the Internet in conteasther media opens the possibility — at least i
many fields — to relatively free expressions ofnopm in a quasi-public space. What the student
movement in exile has already achieved, can imitiegtelf in Burma eventually: a virtual social
movement availing itself of the medium Internet,omder to not only supply its organisations and
activists with information, but above all also theknown masses of sympathizers and mobilise
them. The Internet provides political reform forceke the student movement, above all 8&
Generation Studentswith an important forum for political discourseutbalso with new
opportunities for networking activities, dissemingtinformation and awareness raising campaigns
among the population. All these undertakings wdaddar more difficult had they to be carried out
with the help of traditional media only. Exactlyghmobilisation and information of the population
will according to one interview partner transforme tnternet into a “sharp spear”.

Lobbying for sanctions in the mid-1990s, the movenweth theFree Burma Coalitiorat the fore
demonstrated that student commitment on the Intepa have substantial influence on
international political decision-making and stra¢sg even if the isolation policy has not succeeded
in toppling the regime in Burma. But a first stegmdlbeen done, namely to give the scattered voices
of the Burmese student movement world-wide hear8tgengthened by this success students will
avail themselves more intensively of the mediunedmét and hope for an imminent regime change
in their home country through a victory in the cybar with the government.

One interview partner contained himself with higimgsm and replied to the question whether he
would call the Internet a weapon: “May be. Howewmste point to ponder is the fact that a weapon
is effective only in the hands of a master.” Ihmwvever foreseeable that the Internet will continue
to spread also in Burma and users in the countilybg&come increasingly familiar with dealing
with modern technologies and will learn new waysitaumvent the restrictions. In the long term,
the prospect of the Internet being able to undeentire control mechanisms of the government
exists.

Even if the Internet thus far represents a veryusikee medium and is directly accessible to only a
minority of the population, indirect possibilities information dissemination are various. A tiny
percentage of the Burmese population having theah#o surf the Internet does not necessarily
mean that those groups without direct access willgenerally benefit from the advantages of the
world-wide net. The commitment of the young Kayaino distributes hard copies of latest news
from Burmese exile organisations on the net whawelling to his home state, demonstrates this.

Such private activities as the distribution of aitgive information in rural areas is thus not & b
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ignored in an impact analysis of the Internet.

Large hope is set on new satellite technologieswioalld enable even remote regions to get online
independently and beyond thyanmar Wide WebAccording to my interview partners this
possibility of Internet access via satellil®$tar) is already available in some of those regions.
Many active students in exile in Thailand are & mmoment eagerly seeking ways to finance such
satellite equipment in order to link up their respge home regions with the world-wide net.

As long as Internet access is to a large extenermtgnt on government servers, however,
censorship — as opposed to digital libertarianisprasentatives’ views — remains nevertheless a
substantial factor that is capable of defusing wheapon Internet by abstracting its ammunition.
Even if there have not been any reports about tar@sinternet dissidents from Burma so far,
menace of punishment alone provides for a latertegnand an uncertainty about the use of the
Internet. Responsibilities for dissent on the In&trare not clearly stipulated: is it the authbe t
Internet Service Provider through which the message transported or is it the owner of the
Internet cafés, or is it in the end the readersumh web sites esteemed state-endangering? On a
psychological level, these uncertainties will lgadintimidation and even to self censorship and
restraint in usage of the Internet. Therefore,dhsrstill a long way to go before one can speak of
freedom of expression in a country like Burma, ewerihe Internet.

To counter the digital libertarianism’s claim tosahuteness of liberty on the Internet, James Boyle
has represented this descriptively with Foucault Bentham’s image of a prison constructed in
the shape of a wheel around the hub of an obsewargen, who at any moment might have the
prisoner under observation. Unsure of when authamight in fact be watching, the prisoner would
strive always to conform his behaviour to its preed desires (Boyle 1997). Boyle then transfers
this paradigm of control to the Internet and drdkes conclusion that censorship can be made an
integral feature of the underlying technology; hwere it does not need to be based primarily on
law and punishment.

How far reaching this form of psychological pregsaan be becomes apparent in an account given
by one of my interview partners, who registeredthe BaganNetforum with the intention of
placing regime-critical contributions online froraedfe exile” in Thailand. A couple of days later he
could not access the Internet from his Mae Sotdbasenputer anymore and saw himself traced by
the military regime even as far as Thailand. Asadten of fact he was that much intimidated by this
occurrence — whether this really was a blockadenged by the Burmese government or not can of

course not be assessed — that he terminated hibengimp in the forum.
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All of the conducted interviews demonstrated a latckonfidence in the new medium itself when it
came to the question of how information flows betwdomeland and Thai exile were organised.
Strategically important information, reports oraargements are so far not sent by email. Due to
fear of monitoring by the regime these are prefiaiy carried by intermediaries, who regularly
cross the border.

Considering this lack of fundamental confidencetlie medium’s technology and security, it
becomes clear that the Internet can not servefalfygunctional weapon. The West’'s confidence

capital into modern information technologies, carm®applied so easily to authoritarian states. As:

“In an authoritarian state, where citizens haveeenced censorship for decades, this presents
itself possibly in a different way. Doubts both abdaccessibility’, in particular however
‘confidentiality’ of information on the Internet ggest a lack of ‘foundation of trust’ and
uncertainty about the capacities of the state {endids) to monitor the Internet, which — at
least with the majority of users — entails behavicompliant with rules, in the sense of the
revolving prison described above, whose inmatesaldknow for sure when they are observed,

but assume that they are being observed.” (Wad@?,285 Translated from German

The Internet alone can thus surely not trigger mat@atisation process in Burma. And yet it can
provide the student movement very probably witlhugeful tool” in their fight, to put it in the words

of three interviewees. Firstly, however, fundamkstaio-political factors and conditions must be
complied with in the country. The student movemeititstill have to carry out a great deal of work

on political information, education and awarenesthe country in which the Internet can prove to
be quite helpful not only for organisational purgesFinally, it can be concluded that the Internet
surely can not function as a fully-operational waapn the fight against the government in the
present situation, and yet it can to a certainrgxderve as an acceleration instrument in orgagisin

a broad social movement in interaction with otmstriuments and socio-political conditions.
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2. Anna Juschke, ,Reformasi“ versus Revolution — Burm& and
Indonesia’s Student Memnents in Comparison.

This essay is a comparison of the student movemient®idonesia and Burmalt aims at
highlighting similarities and differences in terragthe movements influence on their countries’
policies, their range of activity and their aimsdasemands, as well as their approaches to reach
these aims. Due to their special importance dutiegtime ofreformasifrom 1998 to 2004 one
could assume that the Indonesian students whererregform-oriented, so to say moderate and in
favour of a slow and controlled change, whereas Bwemese students pursued a more
revolutionary strategy and were thus seeking fprdrand radical changes. Before discussing this
thesis, a short overview of both movements’ hiswill be given first. It is important to note tha
the sources dealing with the Indonesian studentemewnt have already been analysed whereas

there has not been that much research about thmd8armovement so far.

The Burmese movement

The beginnings of this movement date back the ststiboycott of the ‘Rangoon University Act’

in December 1920. Most of the demonstrators weudesits of the Rangoon- and the Judson-
College and their protest was directed not onlyiresgjahe colonial educational system in general
but especially against the opening of a new unityens Rangoon. They criticised the centralistic
system which enabled only members of the uppesetat send their children to college, because
most of the ordinary people were not able to affitvel high fees of the boarding schools. Apart
from that they spoke out against the admissiomicéisn, the time limitation for master degrees and
the hierarchical structures of the college admiaigin. However, the students focused most on the
high importance which was attached to the use efEhglish language within the educational
system. They pushed their claims by organisingrgelacale boycott which they intended not to
call off until their demands had been met.

The next highlight was the boycott of 1936. Thet@rtheme was the resistance against the British
colonial rule and connected to this the growingamatl consciousness. Due to two reasons, the
nationalistic Dobamamovement used to be very popular at this timee Tihst reason was the
increasing disaffection with British foreign ruledathe administration of Dr. Ba Maw, respectively.

The second reason was the great number of Chimeséndian residents living in Burma. During

! By using the term ‘Burma’ instead of ‘Myanmar’ taathor does not intend to make any political stetet.
2 Maung Aye Kyaw, History of the Students’ Movement97-101.
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the 1930s nearly sixty percent of the inhabitarftsRangoon were of non-Burmese heritage.
Additionally, great parts of this section of pogida were economically very successful, a fact that
led to even greater nationalistic sensations.

One important feature of this wave of protest was tJ Nu and Aung San, who were both to play
an important role in Burmese politics later, gaimetionwide publicity. Aung San used to be
chairman of the All Burma Students’ Union, the tfistudent organization which operated all over
the country. Both of them aligned themselves witnRobama Asiayonebut stayed in contact with
the student movement afterwards.

After forming the caretaker government in 1958, \Nm took over power for the second time in
March 1962. The students’ protest was no longerctixd against the foreign rule of the British but
against the Burmese government. At the beginninty, f'ew smaller groups of students protested
against new campus-regulations in Rangoon, but &oger protests against the military emerged,
which led to the occupation of the Campus of thevehsity of Rangoon. On 7 July 1962 the
clearance of the campus was commanded, a taslec¢amt by security forces in a violent way
which caused the death of several students. Thiedagxthe situation escalated with the blasting of
the Students’ Unions’ building which was locatedtba campus. When unrests broke out again at
the end of this year, the government decided tseclall universities for ten monthsThis
development towards an anti-military movement iaths that the students were not only concerned
with issues connected to the educational systensdtthemselves in the responsibility to perform
as a critical voice of the Burmese society.

After the death of former UN secretary general Wafthin 1974 new protests emerged. U Thant
used to be very popular in the students’ commuaitgt therefore many of them were upset about
the government refusing to organise a state furardldecided to organise an appropriate funeral
by themselves. Some students hijacked the coffthamounced that they were going to build a
mausoleum at the campus of the Arts and Scienceelsily. Parts of the society supported the
students’ plans with donations but a dispute betvibe students and members of U Thant’'s family
and government representatives emerged. Duringdhstruction of the mausoleum a speaker’s
corner was set up on campus and several studerkshe chance to deliver speeches critical of the
government. The military brought an end to thisiatibn by using massive violence, which

provoked violent reactions by the inhabitants ofgaon who destroyed a number of BSBfices

% René Hingst. 2003. Burma im Wandel. p. 154.
* Burma Socialist Programme Party.
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and other buildings. These unrests were put dowthéynilitary as well.

Disregarding the events of September and Octol@8,26e most recent and at the same time most
intense uprisings took place in 1988. Even if teendnstrators consisted of many different parts of
the society, the students were once again to phaymgortant role. The protests had mainly
economical causes: Due to the bad economic situtii® government was not only forced to apply
for the LCD-status but decided to devaluate the 35- and 75-Kyat notes in September 1987 to
keep the situation in check, a move that led toftlther impoverishment of large parts of the
Burmese population. The emergence of student ddamatioss on the same day resulted in the
closing of all educational institutions until enfl @ctober. Afterwards several smaller protests
occurred but the situation escalated not until Mar@88. During the abolition of demonstrations in
front of BSPP-offices in Rangoon three studentsevaiot which led to further waves of protest in
the following weeks, giving way to mass protestduty. As a consequence, Ne Win resigned from
office on 23 July after having failed to convinbe tdelegates to resolve upon the implementation of
a multi-party system. Sein Lwin, who was held resole for the brutal abolition of the protests in
1962 and 1974, was elected Ne Wins successor. €heomstrators called for the immediate
appointment of a transitional government and thexed demand had an integrative impact on the
movement. Despite the promulgation of martial law3oAugust, monks and students called out on
general strike on 8 August. The military reactedegbrutal, killing numerous demonstrators, many
of whom were students. The situation did not ease &hen Sein Lwin resigned on 12 August and
Dr. Maung Maung, a civilian, assumed office. On $8ptember the State Law and Order
Restoration Council (SLORC) under leadership of $4awung took over power which brought an
end to the demonstrators’ hope for the establishroka democratic system. New protests broke
out and were put down by force.

As mentioned above, the students played an impaméaduring these uprisings. They coordinated
the nation-wide networking of the protests througgwveral students’ unions what made the
cooperation of different parts of society possiated in addition tried to organise an emergency
administration together with monks during Augustl &eptember which was intended to sustain
public policy. Moreover, the All Burma FederatiohStudents (ABFSU) under leadership of Ming
Ko Naing decided to create an alternative governniercooperation with the General Strike

Council. However, they were not able to implemén plan.

The Case of Indonesia
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As well as in Burma, the Indonesian student movenemo new phenomenon but has a long
tradition dating back to the beginning of the 26&mtury. During these times education used to be a
privilege of the upper classes and so the maircsopi the first social movements were education,
youth and nationalism. Key actors were organizatibke ‘Young Indonesia’ and the ‘Young
Muslim League’ and in 1928 an important declaragtithe ‘Youth Pledge’ was released,
proclaiming that students and youth wanted to awerc ethnic differences and build up a united
and independent state. The keywords of this statemere “one nation, one country, one
language®™ It is noteworthy that future president Sukarno wasolved in generating this
declaration.

In 1965/66 the student movement played an imporalet in the mass-protests against president
Sukarno and the communists. In the name of thelpd@kyai the students demanded not only the
lowering of the living costs, but furthermore thissiblving of the PKI (the Communist Party of
Indonesia) and of the Cabinet. After being impletadrsuccessfully, these claims became known
as “the three demands of the peopléfityra). The protest movement achieved Sukarno’s
retirement and moreover the students became s@ppaft Suharto’s ‘New Order’ by spreading the
respective ideology. From these times onwards tilndests used to be regarded as “a moral force

with political influence™

Another notable point is the support of the stisieavement by sections
of the military forces, whereas it remains uncertahether this relationship was an one-sided one
or if parts of the student movement sympathizedh whe military. By fulfilling the three demands
the angkatan(Generation) 66 did not only lose its means obtxice but further was confronted
with the problem of being glorified in the histaopoks of the New Order while at the same time
suffering from the restrictive policies of this era

During the 1970s several new laws were passed wdiitied at controlling and restricting the
political activities of the people, and especidhpse of the students. Of special importance were
the ‘floating mass doctrine’ of 1971, which proléd collective political activities, as well as NKK
(Normalisation of Campus Life) in 1978, which badradl political activities from campuses and
put more pressure on students to prevent them fyeting involved in policy while studying.
Moreover, the former Student’'s Council was replabgdthe state-controlled BKK, a board in
which students had only very limited influenc&his led to a loss of confidence and interest in

representative bodies in the student communitygpite of the restrictive policies, two meaningful

® Mikaela Nyman. 2006. Democratising Indonesia. Thallenges of Civil Society in the Era of Reformamsi61.
® Ibid., p. 62/63.
" Dave McRae. 2001. The 1998 Indonesian Student Mewe p. 4.
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protest movements evolved during this time. Th&t foime became known adalari’-incident and
occurred on 15 January 1974 on the occasion ofl#panese prime minister visiting Jakarta.
Indonesia’s bad economic situation was ascribetid¢axploitation through Japan and China. That
caused the organization of large-scale demonstatioiring Tanaka’s visit in the course of which
six students were killed and over 600 were injdr&tie second protest wave emerged in the years
1977 and 1978 in the run-up of the 1978 presideatections. The students demonstrated against
corruption in economy and policy, while antimilisn had become another important issue. In
addition, they spoke out directly against Suhart@selection and demanded greater political
freedom. Unlike theingkatan66 theangkatan77/78 was not very successful, due to two reasons.
The first one was the fact that the students faeachieve coordination and cooperation with other
sections of the population and the second one asalbsence of conflicts within the ruling elite,
wherefore no fraction had an interest in supportireggstudents.

As a result of the strict repression there werellgaainy bigger student protests during the 1980s.
Most students tented to organise themselves inlsiisdussion groups callekelompok studi
where they debated different political theoriedecame members of rather apolitical NGOs (nhon-
governmental organizations) that operated mainlyha sector of community development. The
majority of the students therefore tried to avdigct confrontation with the stated smaller group

of students criticized the engagement in NGOs aldudsion groups as they regarded mass-
demonstrations as the only effective instrumenpmitest.From 1988/89 onwards the phase of
keterbukaar(liberalisation) began. This enabled the studeowement to regenerate and to become
more active agaitf.

Finally in the 1990s large-scale protests emerggiha Even whetketerbukaarwas brought to an
end and replaced by strict repression, the didaatisn with the Suharto-regime grew steadily. The
situation escalated on 12 May 1988 when four stisdeho took part in a demonstration were shot
by security-forces on the campus of Trisakti-Undiist On 18 May students and other
demonstrators occupied the parliament and thres tgr Suharto resigned. In this sense the
angkatan 98 was successful, but Suharto’s downfall had lme¢n the only objective of the
movement. Other aims had been the abolition ofuption, the lowering of the living costs and

further democratic reforms. The diverse demandb@flifferent groups the movement consisted of

8 Edward Aspinall. 1993. Student Dissent in Indoadsithe 1980s. p. 5.
° Ibid., p.13 — 14.
9bid., p.16 — 19.
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were summed up in the term @formasi'! After Suharto’s downfall the students were no lange
able to represent themselves as a united movemehtdae to the absence of a nationwide
consensus the movement split up into smaller groupish were mainly concerned with local

issues.

Similarities and Differences

In the time of the emergence of the student movésrtée situation in Burma and Indonesia used to
be quite comparable. Both countries were colonmesia the wake of a nationalist consciousness
the students became part of the struggle for inadgrece. A second noteworthy similarity is the
fact that in both cases former student leaders weitgecome influential politicians later on, the
most famous examples being Sukarno and Aung San.

Yet from the time of their countries’ independemavards, the student movements developed as
differential as the countries’ histories did. Wreselndonesian students of tlaagkatan 66
cooperated with sections of the military when desti@ting against Sukarno, in Burma such an
alliance would already have been unthinkable duthmg 1960s. Indeed, some former Burmese
student activists hooked up with the military anéretried to suppress the student movement later
on from their influential position as politicianBut still the Burmese students’ protests were
constantly directed against the (military-) goveemihwhereas in Indonesia co-operations between
parts of the student movement and parts of thexgudilite, including the military, emerged for
several times even until the 1990s. As one exaiim@eoccupation of the parliament in May 1998
would have been impossible without the supporhefWiranto-fractiort?

Admittedly the Burmese students had the suppotth@fpeople while the Indonesian students at all
times had problems to integrate ttadyat into their activities, even though they alwaysteneled

to act in the name of the people. Especially in8LR®became clear that many students had strong
prejudices where the ‘urban poor were concernedrtly this can be explained by their
socialization under the New Order due to which tgesw up with the belief that the cooperation
with the lower classes would inescapably lead aitaos and anarchy. During the occupation of the
parliament many students tried to be optical digtishable from the other demonstrators by

wearing respective clothésOther actors criticised the often dismissive adiit of the students

" Mikaela Nyman. 2006. Democratising Indonesia. Thallenges of Civil Society in the Era of Reformasi74 - 75.
2 bid., p. 76.
3 bid., p. 77.
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what might be one reason for the decreasing supptine student movement by the peofle.
Whereas student activists in Burma as well trieddacate the people, they obviously acted not as
arrogant as the Indonesian students did and achievpresent their claims and positions in a way
that convinced the society of supporting them.é4tst the strong relationship between the students
and the people in Burma is emphasised since th@sl&2d especially in 1988 it became clear that
efficient networks between the students and otlaetspof the society existed when they acted in
close cooperation with the political active monksl avere able to mobilize great parts of the
Burmese society. In this year it also became appdnat the students enjoyed a high status in the
society due to their engagement and for instancegABan Suu Kyi referred to them as a the
‘spearhead of the pro-democracy movemé&nurthermore it is important to note that even toda
students are eminently respectable in the Burmesetg whereas the reputation of the Indonesian
students declined from 1998 onwards and even fosngtent activists refer to the movement as
rather unimportant for the reform process.

Another advantage of the Burmese student movemast the unifying impact of a common
enemy: the military government. Certainly the Inésian student movement had shared aims
during several times, like in the 1998 protestsrajsSuharto, but these were never as distincsve a
was the case in Burma. Due to this antagonismlaglia with the government was never a realistic
option for the Burmese movement and furthermoreBinenese military suppressed the students in
a much more brutal way than the Indonesian sectwityes ever did. Even though it came to
occasional deaths of student demonstrators in kglanthe numbers were far from reaching
Burmese dimensions.

As the case of Indonesia shows, the using of vedelny the security forces provoked violent
reactions from the demonstrators and for this nedlse radical attitude of many Burmese activists
seems comprehensible. The Burmese activists’ reaslito make sacrifices can partly be explained
by the brutal approach of the military, even thotigk ‘sacrifice-motive’ dates back to the 1920s.
Generally the Burmese students had significanthg leptions open than the Indonesian students
had. They were regarded as intellectuals and thrergfut under general suspicion, what left them
hardly any space for legal activities. In contrastthis, the Indonesian students’ activities were
tolerated within certain limits due to their histal role as supporters of the New Ordfer.

Characteristic of the Indonesian activists is tiself-portrayal as a “moral force, seeking to ccirre

bid., p. 160.
15 Aung San Suu Kyi. 1991. Freedom from Fear and Ot#ting. p. 198 — 204.
16 Mikaela Nyman. 2006. Democratising Indonesia. Thallenges of Civil Society in the Era of Reformasi69.
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government rather than a political one seekingvirtbrow”, as former activist Arief Budiman put
it.'” This is reflected in the movements’ peaceful apphoand its attempt to avoid direct
confrontation with the state and trying to upholdialogue with the government instead as was
especially the case during the 1980s, when smalesits’ delegations visited politicians to advise
them of their misconduct in a very polite mannettéad of organising large-scale demonstratidns.
All Indonesian student generations placed stronghasis on the purity of their movement
wherefore several radical activists were not ablartplement their positions. Nevertheless, there
were some extremely radical activists who were ewdting to sacrifice their lives for the
movements’ succes$However, the majority of the Indonesian studengseanot willing to accept
violence as a legitimate instrument and had naestan taking over political responsibility.

For a long time the Burmese students had no amkitio take over political responsibility as well,
but in 1988 at least one group, the ABFSU, charfgent mind and decided to build an alternative
government together with another group of activigtgen if this situation was an exception in the
Burmese student movement, such an event would e unthinkable in Indonesia. In this regard
it is interesting to note that in contrast to titeation in Burma, the Indonesian student movement
lacks of leadership figures since the 1990s.

A further distinguishing feature is the much gredieterogeneity of the Indonesian movement.
There are several reasons contributing to this itond like regional differences emerging out of
Indonesia’s geography and contentions between Wuahd non-Muslim groups. But moreover,
one important factor were the significantly betb@portunities to communicate with other social
movements abroad. Especially during the 1980s toisnections enabled the then popular
discussion groups to learn about and debate difféheories ranging from Marx and the Frankfurt
School to Muslim theoreticians and Paulo Frélr&his discussions had the positive impact of
raising the movements’ level and revealing new sesiof action while at the same time leading to
even greater heterogeneity which finally resultedhe movements’ weakening. Due to Burma’s
isolation it was much more difficult for Burmesetigaists to get in touch with and benefit from
international discourses and even though this wadlyptried by the Nagani Book Club, the
movement was not able to achieve a standard coliipaséth the Indonesian one.

Bambang, and Indonesian activist, described thiedlfndonesian student as follows: "And | am

7 bid., p. 64.
18 Edward Aspinall. 1993. Student Dissent in Indoadsithe 1980s. p. 41.
¥ bid., p. 43.
2 |bid., p. 33.
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truly convinced that thousands of young peoplehis hation are conscious that the choice they
have made is grounded on lofty, holy and noblesdéam simply one out of thousands or even
millions of these young people — who have heards$ #dne noble, honest, clean and brave his
description might as well originate from a Burmesgivists and reminds strongly of a speech
delivered by Ko Ba U on 20 December 1920.

Conclusion

Is it therefore possible to assume that the Burnsésgents were more revolutionary, so to speak
more radically and willing to change existing stures from scratch, than their Indonesian
counterpart used to be?

There are several differences as well as simiéaribietween both movements. Although they dealt
with likewise issues like corruption, social injiest and greater political freedoms, they adopted
different approaches to reach their aims. The ntgjof the Indonesian students spoke out against
the use of violence and focussed on a dialogue thighruling elite instead, for they considered
themselves as a moral force and a corrective aiddhm was to achieve a slow, but steady change
instead of a radical shift.In contrast to this rather ‘reform-oriented’ coriaf action, the Burmese
activists adopted a radical and total attitudetrigbm the start. Several activists associated with
armed resistance groups, boycotts and large-seat@mistrations were popular forms of protest and
finally some students even tried to take over palitresponsibility. The general political situatio
within the countries seems to have been pivotatfermovements’ development and the activists’
attitudes. All in all one can assume that the Bwengtudents acted more radical and revolutionary
than the Indonesian movement did, even though akierl was more successful in exercising

influence on policies.
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